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Abstract

Through the study on the development of private law in thé continental
law system, this article introduces an argument that the foundation of private
law in the continental law system was in fact laid during the ancient Greek
era, and by secularization, Roman law transcended ancient Greek law, thus
resulted in the classical model of private law and eventually established pri-
vate law tradition in the continental law system. It holds that the continental
law system originates from ancient Greek law, not Ler Duodecim
Tabularum . So from the study on private law history in the Furopean conti-
nent, the article not only makes a break in the legal history timetable, but
also gives us a better understanding of the historical base, value contents of
the continental law system development and help us to draw out some
themes, conclusions significant to the construction of private law system, a-
cademic study and cultivating right — based culture in China: 1. “Private ”
is the basic idea of civil law, and we should take private law as the base of
legal system; 2. Private law is an object of synthetic study, and we should
start from camparative study, give a thorough research on codification, even-
tually find out various methods to camplete Chinese civil law’ s moderniza-
tion. 3. Understanding the relationships between ups and downs of a nation,
construction of legal system and private law culture, we should foster private
law spirit and cultivate right — based culture.
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