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A Before Reading

1 Just imagine what the last day of the Earth will be like due to
the overuse of energy. Write a few lines to describe it. If you

cannot on your own, work in pairs or groups.
2 Draw a cross-section picture of the Sun for the whole class and

discuss with your classmates and/or friends in detail each part

of the Sun.

My Notes:
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Energy from the Sun

We have travelled six billion years into the future. We are still
on Earth, but something is wrong!

The oceans have dried up, and there is no longer anyone liv-
ing on the Earth’s surface. Everyone lives underground. The sky
is dark red. The Earth is too hot. It is our last day on Earth.

Last day on Earth

Our Sun fills the sky. It began growing a long time ago. At
first, no one noticed that it was growing, but later it was obvious.
As the Sun grew, the Earth got hotter and hotter. A thousand
years ago the oceans dried up, and now the land will break apart.
* The Earth’s best friend has become its enemy.
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One day this will happen, but luckily not for a long time.
Until then, the Sun is our friend. It is a friend that gives us a lot.
Life on this planet began because of the Sun. It gives us the food
on our tables, the electricity in our homes and the fuel to drive
our cars. We use the Sun’s energy every day. Sadly, one day there
will be nothing left to use.

Why are we using so much encrgy? Can we use less? In this

book we will try to answer these questions.

What and Who Is Using the Sun?

Animals and plants use the Sun. Plants need light energy from
the Sun to live. Unable to move, plants must make their own
food. Their food is starch. A plant makes starch by using the
light energy from the Sun. This way of making food is called
photosynthesis.

To make starch, a plant needs two things: carbon dioxide and
water. It collects water from rain and separates carbon dioxide
from air. Using the Sun’s light energy, it changes these into starch.

With starch, the plant can grow. The plant can make fruit
and other plants.

Many animals eat plants. They eat plants because they need
energy. They get energy by eating plants for food. When a cow
eats grass, it is eating food made from the Sun.

Humans eat plants and animals. We eat so we can live and
grow strong. We get our energy by cating plants and animals for
food. When we eat plants and animals we are eating food that

has been made from the Sun.




Fossil Fuels

At the North Pole it is very cold. For half the year, in the winter,
there is no sunlight. Temperatures fall to -60°C . In the summer,
the Sun is always in the sky. The ice melts. The animals that
have been sleeping all winter wake up from their sleep. It is the
Sun that heats the Earth.

One animal has learnt to make fire. That animal is man. Many
years ago, man learnt how to burn trees to keep warm. This dis-
covery allowed humans to live in cold places for the first time.
Wood was the best fuel. It burned easily and gave off a lot of
heat.

This heat came from the chemical energy stored inside the
tree. The stored chemical energy used to be the tree’s food when
it was alive. To make this food the tree had used the Sun. Bumn-
ing the tree changed the chemical energy inside the tree into

heat energy in the form of fire that kept humans warm.

Energy chain
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