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‘\ﬁvg The Elephant Man

Chapter 1
The Creature in the Shop

y name is Dr Frederick Treves. I am a doctor at the
London Hospital. One day in 1884, I saw a picture in

the window of a shop near the hospital. 1 stopped in front of

the shop and looked at the picture. At first I felt interested,
then 1 felt angry, then afraid. It was a horrible, ugly picture.
There was a man in the picture, but he did not look like you
and me. He did not look like a man. He looked like an
elephant.

I read the writing under the picture. It said:

Come in and see the Elephant Man . 2 pence.

I opened the door and went in.

There was a man in the shop. He was a dirty man in an
old coat with a cigarette in his mouth. ‘What do you want?” he
asked.

‘I’d like to see the elephant man, please,’ 1 said.

The man looked at me angrily. ‘Well, you can’t,” he
said. ‘ The shop’s closing now. You can come back
tomorrow. ’

‘I’m sorry,’ 1 said. ‘But I would like to see him now. 1
have no time tomorrow—T1 have a lot of work to do. But I can
give you more than 2 pence.’

The man looked at me carefully. Then he took the

cigarette out of his mouth and smiled with his yellow teeth.
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elephant n. a very big grey

animal with a long nose
and big ears. K% . horri-
ble adj. not nice; people
are often afraid of ‘ horri-
ble’ things. AI{1#9. hos-
pital n. place providing
medical treatment for ill

people . BB .



~ﬁf£ The Elephant Man

‘All right, sir,’ he said. ‘Give me twelve pence then.’

1 gave him the money and he opened a door at the back of
the shop. We went into a little room. The room was cold and
dark, and there was a horrible smell in it.

A creature sat on a chair behind a table. I say a creature,
because it was not a man or a woman, like you or me. The
creature did not move or look at us. It sat very quietly on the
chair in the cold, dark, dirty room, and looked at the table.
The creature had a cloth over its head, because of the cold. On
the table in front of it, there was a dead flower.

‘Stand up!’said the shopkeeper, loudly.

The creature stood up slowly. It took the old cloth off its
head, and put it on the chair.

I looked at the creature and felt sad. I am a doctor, so I
know a lot about accidents and ill people. I see horrible, ugly
things every day. But this creature, this thing, was the worst
of all. There were no men or women in the hospital like him.

He wore some old trousers, but no shirt, coat, or shoes,
so I could see his body very well. His head was the most
interesting thing. It was very, very big—like an enormous bag
with a lot of books in it. The head did not have much hair,
and there was another bag of brown, dirty skin at the back of
it. This skin came down below his neck. I could not see one of
his eyes very well, because a lot of skin came down in front of
his face, too.

An enormous red tooth came out of his mouth, under his

4



2 A

~ T

i, “HF e, ek, S+ _ELm”
RIBRA T RITFT TERE T,
BATEZE— /DB, 556 X% g, B
— BB Rk
~TEYPLERLTEENRT L, &
it hEY REIBARFR, AES
AMARZTA, h—3 73, LBREFR
11, RR R W 4 705X 18] 9% LB S B3
BEMEFE RBITESLT, TR, X
TEYHK EEE—RG EMEMHRT
ERE—-REEHE.
WEX,EERKEBIR. EWRE
WrER TR ENEARERT L.
BFEXNEY REIBESH. RE-
TEERBTRERNMA. REXER
PSRN AERNARTE, TX MR
REENEN. EREZFEMN-ITBAR
TABRBEXANHET
MEEXBET BREFHE SER
BT, FU RO EEHE b6 5.
L REAS KBERKEX, RE—4
FEEFZHEOROR, kELEAE B
ERENE—-RBCH MBENLE, —H
DT TH. REFANAN—RE, B
o B Bk A B B 3 F K
ATTE—BERMATENEER

below adv. under. T F
B, creature n.
animal. 3 ¥l. enormous
adj. very big. E K H.
hair n. most people have
hair on their heads. kXK.
shopkeeper n. a person
who has a small shop. J§
F; B EA. side n. not
the front or the back of a
cab. @ ;1. smell n flow-
ers have a nice smell; fish
have a horrible smell. K
Bk, smell v.
your eyes to see; you need
your nose to smell. [BH;
R smelt past tense of
‘“to smell’. smell I3 &
Bf . accident n. event that
happens unexpectedly and
cause damage. AW ; BEHh,

a living

you need



—~EF The Elephant Man

nose. It looked like an elephant’s tooth. The mouth and nose
were like holes in the face. The face could not smile or laugh
or look angry or sad, because the skin could not move. It was
dead, like an elephant’s face.

There were more bags of dirty skin on the front and back
of the creature’ s body. These bags came down to his legs.
The right arm was enormous, and there were bags of skin on
it, too. The right hand was like a man’s foot.

But the left hand—the left arm and the left hand were
beautiful! The left arm had wonderful skin, and the fingers of
the left hand were long and beautiful. It was like a young
woman’s hand!

‘Walk, Merrick!’ said the shopkeeper angrily. ‘ Come
on, quickly, move!’He hit the creature with his hand.

Slowly, the creature walked across the room. But he
could not walk well. His legs were very big and fat, and he
had a bad back. He could not walk far without a stick.

‘All right, thank you,’ I said. ‘Let him sit down. I
don’t want to see any more. ' I felt ill, and the smell in the
room was very bad.

‘Yes, sir,” said the shopkeeper. ‘Sit down, Merrick.’

We went out of the room and closed the door. The shop-
keeper smiled at me with his yellow teeth.

‘Wonderful, sir, isn’t it? he said. ‘The best Elephant
Man in England! Hundreds of people come to see him, you

know, hundreds! I take him all over the country, I do!’
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felt past tense of ‘to feel’ .
Sfeel B3t # B, fingers n.
yu have ten fingers: five
on your left hand and five
on your right hand. F .
hit past tense of ‘to hit’.
(hit # 3F  8F) #T; ifi.
hole n. the cloth has a hole
to let Merrick see
where he is going. M.

in it,

nose 7. your nose is be-
tween your eyes and your
mouth. #&F. skin n you
have skin all over your
body; some people
white skin , others have yel-

have

low, brown or black skin.

B Rk,



~ﬁ’£ : The Elephant Man

‘Yes, very interesting,’ I said. ‘Can I sit down?’

‘Yes, sir, of course. Here’s a chair.’ He looked at me,
smiling. ‘Would you like a glass of water, sir?’

*Yes, please,’I said. Then I looked at the things in the
dirty shop. There were two or three bad apples and some old
black bananas: that was all. ‘Er, no ...no, thank you. I’m
all right,’ I said. ‘Did you . ..did you call the creature Mer-
rick?’

‘That’s right, sir. Joseph Merrick. The best Elephant
Man in England! I take him all over the country, you know.
Lots of people want to see him.’

‘Yes, I see. Do you get a lot of money?’

‘Well, sometimes we do, sir, yes. But it’s difficult, you
see, sir, because of the police. The police don’t like us, you
see, sir. So we can’t stay in a town very long. We usually
move every week.’

‘Yes, 1 see. Well, anyway, Mr. .. er?’

‘Silcock, sir. Simon Silcock.’

‘Yes, well, Mr Silcock, I’ m a doctor at the London
Hospital. My name is Dr Treves. I think this ...er... this
man Joseph Merrick is very interesting, and I would like to see
him at the hospital. 1 want to look at him more carefully, you
see.’

‘Yes sir, I see. But how can he get to the hospital? It’s
going to be difficult.’

‘Why, man? The hospital’s not far from here.’
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glass n. you drink tea
from a cup; you drink wa-
ter from a glass. BB,
police n. the police help
people; they also put bad
people in prison. W,
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‘Well, yes, sir. I know. But, you see, Merrick can’t
walk very well. He needs help.’

*You can come with him. Do you want more money? Is
that it?’

‘Well, yes, sir, 1 do. But, you see, people are afraid of
him too. . . In the road, little boys always run after him and hit
him. Then the police get angry because people are afraid.
Sometimes they take us to prison.’

‘I see,’ Isaid. ‘Well, how can he come to the hospital,
then?’

‘Bring a cab, sir,’ said Silcock. ‘You can take him to

the hospital in a cab.’
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cab n. an old word for
‘tari’. WM B %, prison
n. the police put bad peo-
ple in prison. YWBX. angry
adj. annoyed. AR H,
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Chapter 2
The Card

o next day, at seven o’ clock, I came to the shop in a
S cab. There were not very many people in the road, be-
cause it was early in the morning. In November it is dark at
seven o’ clock in the morning, and I could not see the shop
very well. I waited five minutes. A postman walked past.
Then the door of the shop opened, and the creature, Merrick,
came out. ‘

I could not see his face or his body. He had an enormous
black hat on his head, like a big box. A grey cloth came down
from the hat, in front of his face. There was a hole in the
cloth in front of his eyes. He could see out of the hole but I
could not see in. He wore a long black coat, too. The coat
began at his neck, and ended at his feet, so I could not see his
arms, his body, or his legs. On his feet he wore big shoes,
like old bags.

He had a stick in his left hand, and he walked very
slowly. I opened the door of the cab, and got out.

* Good morning, Mr Merrick,’ I said. ‘Can you get in?’

‘Elpmyupasteps,’ he said.

‘I’m sorry,” I said. ‘I don’t understand.’

For a minute he stood by the door of the cab and said
nothing. Then he hit the cab with his stick.

‘STEPS!’ he said loudly. ‘Help me up the steps!’

12
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began past tense of * to

begin’ . begin W) it % Bt
card n. 1) a piece of paper
with your name and address
onit. B Ho 2) you give
Christmas cards to your fam-
ily and friends. X B .
cloth n. trousers and coats
are made from cloth . #i¥};
fio end v. finish. 459,
loudly adv. with a lot of
noise. K P Hb. made past
tense of ‘to make’ . make )
it KBt steps n. place to
put your foot when you walk
upstairs or downstairs.
Biro stick n. a long piece of
wood 5 Merrick walks with a
stick. $3HE; #L F. postman
n. person employed to collect
and deliver letters, etc. Hf
%5



