NATIONAL

GEOGRAPHIC
READING EXPEDITIONS™

i IS S 1 0 10R Y

Ve % 3 ')"’ 'Vf/”fjw
" KORE NLANGUAGFTEA«EMQ RSN PRESS
R - N
A "'s} ,'\. '{;‘}\'-- : A

1

[N

-




(R)HBF 1555

SORLEE: 01 - 2003 - 3249

PS5 fERR 4 H (CIP) Biii

A B Rl BEE WEYR /(2B HT (Deans, N. L)% L#EE. —Jb5l AMBEHE SR B IR
#t,2003. 12

(B FREAFRE S S § KHEZT))
ISBN 7 — 5600 — 3953 ~7

1.4 1. Q- @OFf- . WEESEY, 2WsiY INV.H319.4:Q
W E R A K 518 CIP A% 52 (2003) % 120037 5

Copyright (© (2002) National Geographic Society. All rights reserved.
Copyright © (2003) (in English-Chinese bilingual) National Geographic Society. All rights reserved.
E R IR R R A (FSCERRR) B 35 B LR B A A IR 8 SRR BALHE I

AR EFRE

e

NORA L. DEANS (%) #

PS5 :

HERE: £ F

IR Z1T: SMEH 2 S5HE G

fb: JEETTE =FFALE 19 5 (100089)
HE: htp: //www. fltrp. com

R b B 5 i P E ERRI AT PR &)
Z&: 740X975 1/16

2

2003 4E 12 HE 1R 2003 4F 12 A% 1 ETRY
£ ISBN 7- 5600 — 3953 - 7/H-1962
#:5.90 7T

A R BT IR B R R A DA R
TETR e 2R (010)68917826
MOBLER PR 2 IR HLIG . (010)68917519

* fHEFIHI AN



HiZH

RPRAT B IR BB A SCTE , (£ 31 [ 1 R BRAY
ﬁl] ]It SCREHE K iR L FHA BT, X B HAME B St
FEH AR #4556 [ [E SO PR 7 25 & 1 ARSI SO FR L2 45
FNAST IEERAVIESRE

“EIFHELR AR NET 99N RV, NEW R E R
FEFTESMET, FK CE P 28 B SRR &, 85
HRCA KREREZNE R, el SiE, RAKRL, HR#
PEFERRPESE R A &, BT LR —ERE/ NE B,

XEMNBLLSSERTE A R, R ENE s a3
PG E IR N R FERIERHE A RIS A AT

s

En T D AR R TR B IR EE D RIEIT, B AL SR (AT IR R

T

FWRFENEM. B TRED . B ELERE HANAEFE D
ANBEEE G FEAY, XA HTREE S, ABEA
AR —AZITHAE, NEEREE IR A, HEell
it PRI, 2 I0E R R B RAFTER M EEAE 7, &
AT PR BCF IR AR T
AENASEIE A AR R B AR RN .



NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

B xR o @

SCIENCE ISSUES TODAY

SHE=RE

SMESR ST
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS,.
b5t BEUING




Vanishing ARt . esssmmnmeossmmmommmommsmumsemnas a
HFEHT

Protecting the Few.......ccccceriiiiiiiiiinnnees 8
RIFFHRF D

A World of Interaction
HEEARIHFE

A Balancing Act..........ceimnieieieiiieenes 16
PFhE) %

d Ranchers in Yellowstone

RFOH17 +

Golden lion tamarin, Brazil



Communication Skill.......cccccceeveeeee.. 26

=) HE
Giving a Multimedia Presentation
BB 25 RN A TR

Science NoteboOoK......c.cceecerennesnnsnnnnns 30
MEESFE

Index




You may have heard of a dodo’, but
it’s a sure thing you’ve never seen one.
Do you know why?

Dodoes are extinct>—gone forever from this planet’. Is there anything
we can do to protect plants and animals from this fate*? The answer is
complicated’. The dying out® of species is a natural process’. It has hap-
pened since the beginning of time. Often it happens slowly, and it doesn’t
affect® many species at once. Sometimes it happens more quickly, and
then the whole balance’ of nature is affected. We need many kinds of
living things to keep our planet a healthy place.

Today many species are dying out at an alarming'® rate''. In this book
we’ll look at how people are affecting endangered species—types of
living things that are in danger of dying out. Then we’ll look at an ex-
periment'? with gray wolves'? in Yellowstone National Park'* and you’ll
see that protecting some species isn’t always easy.

1. dodo n (F=FERRET 8. affect v. 200

WELMA)ERS 9. balance . R
2. extinct adj. R4k 10.alarming  adi HAL
3. planet 7o GEQUBSHN) . e w0 O Em
4 fate R @i 12. experiment " Ty
5. complicated  adj . ®m#Zm 13 gray wolf B
6. dieout e ,ﬁ%?:g& 14. Yellowstone National Park HRERARE
7. process n BOR 15. Siberian tiger RN [&18#'].\11’.%
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The Siberian tiger*
is an endangered
species. Only about
300-400 are left in
the wild.
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How Well
Are We
Doing?

e® Thanks to' the Endangered
Species Act?, conservation®
groups and government agen-
cies* are working together to
protect endangered species.

o Thirteen species on the endan-
gered species list, including
the gray whale® and American
alligator®, have recovered’
enough to be taken off® the list.

e Better field research tech-
niques’ give us faster and bet-
ter data'® about endangered
species.

® Many groups, including'' zoos
and aquariums'? that breed"’
rare'* and endangered species,
are trying to help many spe-
cies survive.

e Not everyone agrees on the
best way to help endangered
species, especially when
people’s jobs or way of life
may be threatened".

® More research has to be done
before hundreds of plants and
animals can be included on the
endangered species list.

® Since being listed on the en-
dangered species list, seven
species have become extinct.
Some scientists think that
thousands of unlisted species
are becoming extinct each
year.

e The presence'® of an endan-
gered species may halt'” a con-
struction'® project'?, cause
people to lose their jobs, or
even threaten their way of life.

1. thanks to =5 BF 11. include v. aiF
2. Endangered ML FER 12. aquarium " K e

Species Act 13. breed v = i (D IGE; 3
3. conservation n. (ERTBEN)ERER 14. rare adj. AN B2EN
4. agency n 48 15. threaten v )03
5. gray whale X 85 16. presence n HE: EM
6. American alligator E L 17. halt 7 fFEEE
7. recover | L w. i W&  18. construcion  n. iR, B
8. take off £ 19, project n e, WA
9. technique n BAR 20. illegal adj. HEsEM
10. datum n (pl. data) ¥ i& 21. Indonesia EpE R

Many human activities—like the illegal® clearing of this forest in
Indonesia?’—have made it difficult for some species to survive.
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A World of Interaction

HE{ER AR

Protectin - 1S
the FEW TSR oy v

the Payette National Forest" in Idaho'! to

ﬁ*}j ﬁ%?g%ﬁ help keep it off the endfngered sp’et.fies ist,

Beep! Beep! Beep! Your alarm goes off and you hop?

out of bed. You wash your face, chat with your family,
eat your breakfast, and jump on the school bus. Even
before you get to school. you have interacted with many
people and things. Believe it or not. all of the things you
do—your activities, what you eat and drink, how you
travel from place to place—have an impact’ on the world
around you.

The way we live our lives affects the environment. Your environment
is all of the living and nonliving things around you. All across Earth,
humans are changing the environment in small and large ways. We
cut down trees for lumber* to build houses. We plow fields to grow
crops. We pave’ roads and build parking lots®. We pour’ waste into
rivers, lakes, and oceans. We use larger nets and bigger boats to catch
huge numbers of fish. Activities like these affect plants and animals
as well as nonliving things like the soil and water in the environment.

1 ol 7. pour ) 12
2 op 1 8. band n 1
3 pact gz 9. boreal owl

4. lumber s 10. Payette National Forest {Fli£45E xR 7

5. pave ) 11. ldaho ZiR M
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Sometimes our actions' allow? a certain plant or animal population’—
or the total number of individuals* in a group—to get larger. For
example, if you planted tulips® in your yard®, the tulip population in
your area would increase’. Or if you put seed out for the birds in your
area®, the bird population might get larger.

Our activities also can lead® to smaller plant and animal populations.
What would happen to the plants and animals in a neighborhood park
if the park were turned into an apartment building'*? Well, they would
either die or move someplace else—and the area’s plant and animal
populations would shrink''.

Overhunting'?, pollution'?, and other activities sometimes cause the
population of a species to become so small that it cannot survive. A
species that is in danger of dying out is called an endangered species.
When a species can no longer survive and dies out, it becomes extinct.
A species that is extinct is gone forever.

1. action n. Th. @ 10. apartment building NE KL
2. allow v BiF. RF 11. shrink v. b
3. population . FhEf 12. overhunting . it E A
4. individual D M& 13. pollution . e S
5. tulip . PeE 14. whooping crane ENES, &8%5
6. yard n ¥
7. increase v. B
8. area . H X
9. lead v S5

The whooping crane' is an
endangered species whose
population dropped to less
than 20 in the 1940s. Today
there are more than 300 of
these cranes in North America.
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These girls have
increased the population
of some plants by
planting a garden.
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. —crowd out

Pollution affects the environment and can lead
to smaller populations of plants and animals.

ever | ...why some species of plants and animals are in danger of
| dying out? An easy way to remember the threats facing plants
and animals today is HIPPO. It stands for:

wonder... J

¢ Habitat' loss—cutting down trees, tearing up? the land, filling
in wetlands?; such activities often leave plants and animals with
no place to live

e Introduced® species—bringing in new life forms® that crowd
out® or feed on the ones that were there

® Pollution—chemicals’ and wastes that damage or even Kkill
living things

® Population growth—more and more people who need more
food and more land

e Over-consumption®—hunting and fishing and harvesting too
many plants or animals

Reprinted with permission from Biodiversity Basics (© 1999), a publication of
World Wildlife Fund’s Windows on the Wild biodiversity education program.
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Making the List

As groups of plants and animals began to disappear', people began to
look for? ways to protect these species. In the early 1900s laws were
passed to protect certain animals. However, the big breakthrough’

came in 1973 when the U.S. government passed the Endangered
Species Act. This act lists species that are in danger of becoming
extinct. The act also makes it illegal to disturb*, harm, pursue’,
shoot, wound, kill, trap®, capture’, or collect any of the species on
the list. The act protects not only the listed species but also the
areas where they live.

1. disappear v 6. trap ! B
2. look for FiK 7. capture W EEY
3. breakthrough " 8. silversword 7 BEESRE
4. disturb v, 9. black rhinoceros BRE
5. pursue W 10. golden-shouldered parrot % BESHY

Golden-shouldered parrot': endangered
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Manatee’: endangered

Many species are on the list, but they’re not all classified' the same
way. Species are listed as either endangered or threatened. An endan-
gered species is one in danger of becoming extinct. A threatened spe-
cies is a species that could become endangered without protection.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS?) is the government agency
that enforces® the Endangered Species Act. Many of the scientists at
FWS keep a close watch on* endangered and threatened plants and
animals. They track® the populations of the species on the list and
collect information about the areas where the species live.

1. classify v 42k
2. FwWS (EE)& R

HEMWE
3. enforce ¥

P

keep a close

watch on
5. track ) B ER
6. aloe " REX
7. manatee . folas
8. Mitchell's satyr butterfly KUVRARE

Mitchell’s satyr
butterfly®: endangered




If the collected information shows that the population of a threatened
species is getting a lot smaller, the species could be reclassified' as an
endangered species. If the population of an endangered species gets
larger, it could be downlisted?, or changed to a threatened species. If
the population of a species gets large enough, it could be taken off the
list entirely.

The scientists at FWS have a challenging? job. They look after all the
species on the list. And other species in need of protection are always
being identified*. The only way that a species can be added’ to the list,
removed® from it, or reclassified is through an act of Congress’. In the
United States about 300 species are currently® being considered” for
the endangered species list. Many more at-risk'® species cannot be
considered for listing until research is done.

ey P

@ Our activities affect the environment and can have an impact on popu-
lations of plants and animals.

@ Some of our activities have made it difficult for certain plant and ani-
mal populations to survive.

@ The Endangered Species Act identifies and protects species of plants
and animals that are in danger of dying out.

@ Although many plants and animals are protected under the Endan-
gered Species Act, many other at-risk species cannot be protected
until research is done.

1. reclassify v 2K 8. currently adh

2. downlist 1 9. consider !

3. challenging ady 10. at-risk ady

4. identify v 11. kitten "

5. add 1 12. panther "

6. remove ¥, = 13. Everglades T Bk S
7. Congress n 14. bald eagle
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These kittens' are
Florida panthers'?,
an endangered
species living in
the Florida
Everglades™.

Bald eagles' have
been downlisted
from endangered
to threatened.




