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Introduction

China’s photographic history presents many great photographers who have been respected and loved by
the masses. Bright as stars, they have made great contribution to our nation’s photographic cause and
added wealth to the cultural treasure-house of mankind. After the“Ten-Year calamity” ,we must bring or-
der out of chaos and reveal the great photographers in their true colours. In order to meet the needs of
studying the sciences,culture,art history and photography of modern times,to carry on and develop the
revolutionary tradition of China’s photographic cause,to promote the prosperity of the socialist photo-
graphic cause,to raise the photographic level of the chinese nation and to satisfy the urgent need of vast
number of readers, we compiled this Chinese photographers Dictionary in 1981. Chen Zhian and Ding
Wenfang , professors of Shandong University , were the chief editors of the dictionary and Yu Baoping was
associate chiefeditor. Presented in order of numbers of strokes of the photographers’ Surnames, the dictio-
nary briefly introduces their experiences and main achievements. The 1,000, 000word dictionary hadl,
566entries and gave a comprehensive picture of Chinese photographers and possessed its own feature. At
that time, the publication of Chinese Photographers Dictionary produced some influence on the photogra-
phy,culture and art circles of China. But since six years have passed,great changes have taken place in
both China and the world and there have been new developments in the vphotographic cause. The dictio-
nary in its old edition no longer meets the needs of today’s readers and it needs revising badly.

In the Autumn of 1987 ,Mr. Yu Baoping proposed to revise the dictionary. His proposal soon enjoyed
enetgetic support form Shandong Photographic Institute ,the Photographic Association of Shandong Uni-
versity, Yellow River Publishing House and Shungeng Beodstore. Yu Baoping took charge of the prepara-
tions. In the spring of 1988 ,the Editorial Department for the Dictionary of Chinese Photographers was set
up and afterwards the Editorial Board was formed with Yu Baoping as chiefeditor and other four people as
associate chiefeditors. They were responsible for otganizing forces of academic circles to carry on the
work of revising the dictionary. Owing to the full cooperation of photographic circles, photographers and
units and comrades concerned throughout our counfry,especially the Yellow River Publishing House, the
revising went on rapidly and successfully,and the Dictionary will be published in October of 1989 as a
gift to the 40th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China and the 150th anniversary
of the invention of photography. )

The compilation of such a dictionary is a gigantic project of basic cuitural construction. Since the work
takes a long time and the content of the dictionary should be stable,we adhered to the principle of inde-
pendent study and compilation. From the whole design to each working procedure ,we have fully estimat-
ed and considered the requirements of Chinese photographers and the vast number of readers in all re-
spects,with regard to the content,we demand truthfulness and make sure that it is substantial and rich in
content and the history is recorded objectively. The dictionary is comiled on the basis of the survey of
photographers throughout the country and of the setting up of information storage about Chinese photog-
raphers by using the original information, absorbing some research achievements at home and abroad.
Through analysing, comparing , judging and selecting, we have chosenl0, 428 photographers out of 15,
000 persons and had them in the dictionary. For the forms of the dictionary ,we have used the current
method of the International Celebrities. As a resuet,all informations which are changing and inconclusive
are not taken into the dictionary ; materials, which must be fulfilled on time or are not affirmed,are not
quoted in the dictionary. Concerning academic questions which have conclusions, we have made introduc-
tion according to the conclusions ; for those which do not have conclusions ot are controversy , we have on-



ly made an objective introduction and a brief narration in otder to prevent the readers from misunder-
standing.

The dictionary of Chinese Photographers includes 10, 428 entries, 10,375 photographs and 4,000,000
words. The dictionary briefly presents the included photographers and their main achievements,especially
the brilliant points in their experiences and the achievements in some research fields without any praise or
depreciation. Everything in the dictionary is presented faithfully,concisely and easy to understand. The
entries mainly involve the content of the photographic field and also show the relationship to other fields.
We sincerely hope that by systematic, exact and comprehensive introdution to Chinese photographers’ out-
standing contributions to our nation’s prosperity and to the progress of mankind, the dictionary will be-
come an essential book for the reader to understand and study the Chinese photographic history and the
photographets. It will promote the close connection of photography with the construction of our four mod-
ernizations , promote the respect for knowledge and talented persons and make contribution to the academ-
ic exchanges of photography at home and abroad.

The process of studying and compiling the Dictionary of Chinese Photographers is a hard road. it is for
the efforts all participating units and comrades made with high enthusiazm that the tasks of finalizing the
text, arranging, proofteading and printing could be accomplished within over one year. In particular,
Weifang Computer Company’s laser Composing Testing-Printing Factory that made use of the advanced
compiling and composing system of “Huaguang” computer for Chinese characters, cooperated with us
closely and finished the task of printing satisfactarily. We wish to take this opportunity to give our heart-
felt thanks to the photographers and comrades who participaied in the work, to the academic units of pho-
tography and the cooperative units throughout the country.

During the compilation, we continually got many letters and telegrams, which recorded the new
achievements of photographers of the whole country. But because of the limitation of time (the deadline is
the May of 1989), some new content was not included in the entries. In order to remedy the defect,we
decide that we should publish revised editions once a certain time for readers’ reference.

The Dictonary of Chinese Photographers deals with a wide range of content. Time is pressing and the
task heavy. Therefore, though it has been checked repeatedly ,there must be some mistakes or deficiency
in the dictionary and we hope that the reader should not hesitate to point them out.

The Editorial Board for the Dictionary of Chinese Photographers
May, 1989
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