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Unit One

1. The 4th of July—a Day of Rejoicing

Richard Musman

The 4th of July is the most important holiday in the USA, for it commemorates that
famous day in 1776 when the Americans declared their independence: Congress® made
the declaration in Philadelphia®, and that night in the city there were joyful celebrations
which soon became nationwide. Ever since, the 4th of July has been marked in the
American calendar as Independence Day®, and there are parades and festivities of all
kinds.

The basic cause of the Americans’ struggle for independence against the mother
country, England, was too much interference and intolerance from London and very little
understanding of American problems and pride. Most galling to the Americans was the
assumption by the English Government and the King that they had a right to tax their
subjects overseas without their consent and without giving them anything in return.

The American Revolution®(1775—1783) is regarded by military historians as a war
Britain should never have lost. Many colonists were half-hearted about the conflict. Others
thought of themselves as Englishmen misused by other Englishmen, and had no wish to kill
their cousins. There were also many loyalists, some of whom fled to Canada, while others
jyoined British regiments in America.

The British, too, were divided. It was a war which inspired no patriotism. In the
British Parliament® there was fierce opposition to the war from a powerful minority, led
by Edmund Burke, the great orator. Burke told the House of Commons® that he was not
interested in what the Law told him he could do, but in what “humanity, reason and justice”
told him he should do. Thomas Jefferson, one of the greatest rebel leaders, said: “ We
might have been a free and great people together.” But the British Government of that time
was obstinate and stupid, and King George 11l had such an influence on affairs that it has
been called “the King’s War” .

As for the troops which the government sent to fight the rebels, they were

(D Congress: (EE)H %

@ Philadelphia: (X [H) %73

@) Independence Day: (£H) MLH

(@ the American Revolution: 3 E M7 ik 4%
®)the British Parliament: Z[Hi{ £

(© the House of Commons : (F[H) FilFz
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unenthusiastic and incompetent, especially their leaders. In any case, large numbers of
them were German mercenaries, whom the Americans learned to hate. Neither the British
nor German troops had been taught to fight the sort of war the rebels waged against them.
They had been taught only to fight set battles. They were bewildered and helpless against
the American sharp-shooters” who ambushed them in the thick forests.

The Americans, to begin with, had no army. In fact, it is quite possible that but for the
extraordinary faith and leadership of George Washington, the revolution might have come
to nothing. He built an army which remained loyal to him until the end, despite terrible
hardships. He also held together the colonies of New England® and all the other very
different colonies which stretched as far as Georgia in the south. There was no connecting
road. The only safe way of traveling from north to south was by sea.

George Washington had been an officer in the British Army which fought and
defeated the French in the wilderness of Canada twenty years earlier. His experience of this
war has opened up to him visions of an exciting future for his country. He was a true
frontiersman. He had seen lands which he knew would make an independent America a
mighty nation. He was given valuable support by the two great patriots, Thomas Jefferson
and Benjamin Franklin. It was Franklin who helped persuade the French to come into the
war against the British. They did not need much persuading, for they longed to recover
their lost colonies.

In 1718 a British army commanded by an exceptionally incompetent general, Lord
Corwallis, surrendered to the Americans at Yorktown, Virginia, and the war was over. Not
long afterward, the 13 colonies became States and joined together in a Union.

The effect of the American Revolution was far-reaching. The Declaration of
Independence® drawn up by Thomas Jefferson is one of the most important documents
ever published, and it dropped like a bombshell on the western world. Here are the two
sentences which shook the ruling classes of Europe: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” The
second sentence was even more disturbing to them: “That to secure these rights
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed.”

From Background to the USA, 1982
Approximately 750 words

(Usharp-shooters: marksmen i F
@New England: H%#% 4 (EEKRILBAMI BRI
®the Declaration of Independence: (% E)yM & =
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New Words and Expressions

. The author mentions Edmund Burke mainly because

rejoice /ri'dgois / V. fRE; RAL
commemorate /ko'memoreit / vt. @
parade /pa'reid / n. AT
interference / inta'fisrans / n. F, FM
intolerance /in'tslorans / n. AR Wk
galling [go:liy / a. BB B
subject /'sabdzikt / n. (F¥E ER, BER
consent /kon'sent / n. Iﬂﬁv ﬁﬁi
regiment [redzimoant / n. €
patriotism ['peitriatizom / n. R
obstinate /'>bstinit / a. BB, TIE
incompetent /in'’kompitant / a. AR LEN
mercenary /ma:sinari / n. Bk
ambush /®&mbuf / wt. fKifi
wilderness ['wildanis / n T, FE
frontiersman /frantjozmon / R R
mighty /maiti / a. PN
surrender /sa'renda / vi. BE
far-reaching /fa: ‘istfin/ a B
endow /in'dau / vt | i
unalienable /An'eiljonabl / a. AR
institute ! institju:t / vt #r, fisr
derive /di'raiv / wt. nE, "B3a
as for (L2s) =F
in any case (L26)  Eigwfl; B2
to begin with (L31) B
but for (L.31) EAR
come to nothing (L.32) —XFHk
open up (L39)  #17F, RFF: FAER
draw up (L49)  #&¥

Exercise A

Select one answer which is most accurate according to the information given in the
text.

A) he was a great orator
B) he was the leader of a powerful minority in the British Parliament
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C) he was strongly against the war
D) he was not interested in what the Law told him to do

In Line 30, the word “them” refers to
A) the rebels

B) German mercenaries

C) the American sharp-shooters

D) the British and German troops

The passage suggests that all of the following have contributed to the success of the
American Revolution EXCEPT

A) the military support from Canada

B) the incompetence of the British troops

C) the great leadership of George Washington

D) the involvement of the French army into the war

The Declaration of Independence was regarded as “a bombshell on the western world”
because .

A} it is one of the most important documents ever published

B) it shook the institutional foundations of European monarchies

C) it was drawn up by Thomas Jefferson

D) it denied the European governments their unalienable rights

Which of the following best characterizes the organization of the second paragraph?
A) An opinion is presented and then supported.

B) A fact is mentioned and then described in detail.

C) An opinion is presented and then refuted.

D) A fact is mentioned and then commented on.

Give a short answer to each of the following questions according to your
understanding of the text, using as few words as possible,
Why is the 4th of July such an important date in the USA?

What did the loyalists do in the war?

How did the author describe the British government of that time?

Why did the British troops feel bewildered and helpless against the American soldiers?

What part did Benjamin Franklin play in the struggle for independence?

Discussion Questions
Many Englishmen and Americans were against the war. Why?
Why did the Americans fight better than their enemies?



The Americans would probably not have won the war without George Washington.
Why?

Exercise B

Each of the paragraphs below is missing the topic sentence. The missing sentences
are all listed at the end of the exercise. Read the paragraphs. Work with another
student, and choose the sentence that fits each paragraph best. Put the letter for
the sentence in the empty space.

Just as | settle down to read or watch television, he demands that I play with him. If |
get a telephone call, he screams in the background or knocks something over. I always
have to hang up to find out what’s wrong with him. He refuses to let me eat a snack in
peace. Usually he wants half of whatever I have to eat. Then, when he finally grows
tired, it takes about an hour for him to fall asleep.

Californians and New Englanders are both American. They speak the same language
and abide by the same federal laws.

Mobility, both physical and psychological, has made a great impression on the culture
of Californians; lack of mobility is the mark of the customs and morality of new
Englanders.

Americans might be embarrassed because their Japanese friends are so formal with
them. Japanese might feel insulted because American acquaintances greet them
casually. Still, the forms of greeting in both countries only show respect for others.

Missing Topic Sentences:

A) It just happens that Americans and Japanese have a different way of looking at
human relationships and thus have a different way of showing respect.

B) Baby-sitting with my little brother is no fun.

C) But they are very different in their ways of life.
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2. California’s GIANTSY

Irving Robert Melbo

Sequoia National Park in California is the home of the oldest and biggest living things.
They are the famous “big trees” , the giant sequoias.

At first, reports of these trees were thought to be tall tales. Imagine trees thirty feet
thick at the bottom and three hundred feet high! And three thousand years old, maybe more.
It was unbelievable.

In all, there are about seventy groves of giant sequoias. Thirty-two different groves
stand within Sequoia National Park. The largest, the Giant Forest, contains the big trees in
every stage of growth, from tiny seedlings to sky-piercing giants.

The giant sequoia produces seeds every year. It blooms during winter, when the
ground is covered with snow. The flowers give way to bright green cones containing tiny
seeds. Millions of these seeds fall to the ground during autumn. If they fall on a grass or
trash-covered forest floor™, they cannot sprout. But if they fall on freshly turned soil, they
will begin to grow the next spring. Many birds and animals like to eat the tender green
sprouts, so that only a few of the sequoia seedlings manage to live through the first year®.

As the sequoia grows, the lower branches drop off. Finally the nearest branch may be
more than a hundred feet above the ground. The sequoia makes its most rapid growth
before it is five hundred years old. After that the growth is very slow. When the tree rings®
of one old giant were counted and its stump measured, it was found that the tree had
increased its thickness by only ten feet in more than sixteen hundred years.

No other tree can put up such a terrific fight for life. When a big tree falls, it takes
years for its needlelike leaves to wither. The wood never seems to decay or become rotten.

Fire is the big tree’s worst enemy. Most groves have been swept by roaring flames
again and again. Although other kinds of trees will die by the hundreds in a single blaze, no
ordinary fire can kill a big tree. If given a chance before another fire comes, the tree will
heal its own wounds. It will grow new bark over the burned part. One tree in the Giant
forest, the Black Chamber, has had its whole inside eaten out by fire. Yet each year this tree
sends out new shoots.

Sometimes a burned tree is hollowed out all the way to the top. By standing at the

(DCalifornia’s Giants: the giant sequoias in the state of California 7 1 JILAHE 2 06 M (K55 A 2 45 At
(a trash-covered forest floor: a forest ground covered with leaves

Dlive through the first vear: experience and survive the first year

@rree rings: the rings of a tree which show the tree’s age
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bottom and looking up it is possible to see a patch of blue sky, as if you were looking
through a telescope. Sometimes a fallen tree has been hollowed out by fire. Then it
becomes a tunnel through which visitors can walk.

Most of the fires are caused by lightning. All of the very old big trees have been stuck
by lightning at least once. Many have had their heads cut off again and again. They simply
grow new heads. The Stricken Tree in the Giant Forest was torn into hundreds of pieces by
lightning, yet it is still alive.

Without doubt the most famous tree in the park is the General Sherman. It may be the
biggest and oldest living thing in the world. This tree is as tall as a twenty-seven-story
skyscraper. It contains enough lumber to build a good-sized village®. It would make a box
large enough to hold the greatest ocean liner ever built. And at least forty freight cars
would be needed to haul away just its trunk.

How long can a big tree live? The age limit is unknown. Since some of the trees have
already neared or reached four thousand years, it seems reasonably certain that they can
live five or six thousand years. Perhaps they can live as long as ten thousand. They were
old when Columbus® discovered America. They were stately giants when Christ® was
born. Yet not many years ago the sequoias came close to being destroyed.

The destruction began soon after the big trees were discovered. Many of the forests
were bought by private owners and lumber companies. Thousands of the big trees were cut
down and cut up. Ofien they were blasted with dynamite into pieces small enough to
handle.

During those terrible years, many people tried to get control of the forests so that they
could save them. The best work was done by Colonel George W. Steward, the editor of a
weekly newspaper printed not far from the forests. He wrote about the need for saving the
forests and suggested the idea of a national park to preserve them. He and his friends wrote
letters to every person in the United States who they knew wanted to save the trees.

On September 25, 1890, Congress created Sequoia National Park. Today more than
three hundred thousand persons visit the park each year.

From Our Country’s National Parks
Science Research Associates, Inc., 1963
Approximately 820 words

(Da good-sized village: a village of large size
{2 Columbus: Christopher Columbus, the explorer and discoverer of America
@)Christ: Jesus Christ, the founder of the Christian religion



