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Editor’s Note

Some people think that Chinese lack a sense of humor. This is not the case. Chinese culture
abounds with humor: Jokes were collected and published in the dynasties of past ages. Ding
Cong, a celebrated Chinese artist, has selected some of them and published in several collections
with his illustrations. They were warmly received by readers: In response to his readers’ request,
he did illustrations for another collection of jokes under the name of One Hundred Ancient Chi-
nese Jokes, which will be published by the Foreign Languages Press.

Though Ding Cong is eighty-two years old, he still calis himself Little Ding. This is because his
father, a famous cartoonist was called Old Ding. Besides, in Chinese “Little Ding” means “a
nobody.” Although Ding Cong is a man of great reputation, he always considers himself a nobody.

Ding Cong’s friends like to call him Little Ding not only because he became famous when he
was young, but also because he maintains the innocent heart of a child. He is broad-minded,
earnest and honest. Wherever he goes, there is hearty laughter. His works are the reflection of
his personality.

Like most artists of his generation, Ding Cong led a vagrant life. He first published his
works when he was a middle school student. At the age of 20, all he wanted was to fully develop
his ability, but the Japanese invaded China in 1937, forcing him to leave his birth place Shanghai
for the interior. Later on, due to oppression of intellectuals by the Kuomintang, he lived in exile
in Hong Kong. After 1949, he wanted to get to work at his art, but the Anti-Rightist Movement
in 1957 and the Cultural Revolution beginning from 1966 deprived him of his right to work and
publish his drawings for 22 years. Though during much of that time he was exiled to rural areas as
a physical laborer, he still managed to secretly draw quite a number of pictures. His constant op-
timism, humor and open mindedness, which helped him through these hard times, shines through
in his drawings. Since his rehabilitation in 1979, Ding has produced a great number of art works,
which were published in 20 albums.

The illustrations in this book can not only amuse readers but also inspire them to reflect on



the meaning of life and human relationships. Ding Cong’s unique style, simple technique and
beautiful lines are the result of a lifetime of practice.

In addition to cartoons, Ding Cong has also illustrated many literary works. He has produced
exquisite plates that embellish the works of celebrated Chinese authors such as Lu Xun, Lao She
and Mao Dun.

Although he is advanced in age, Ding Cong still works as hard as a young man. He wants to
make up for lost time--and he’s doing it!

Ding Cong is the chairman of the Art of Cartoon Committee of the Chinese Artists’ Associa-
tion.
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Marriage by Kidnapping

There was an engagement between a poor man and a rich girl. The
man’s family was afraid that the bride’s family would not let her go
through with the marriage. Spurred on by his family, one day the
man kidnapped his bride-to-be. But, in a rush, he grabbed his
fiancee’s younger sister by mistake.

The girl’s family rushed out of the house and shouted, “You got the
wrong one!”

However, the younger sister said, “Don’t listen to them. You got

the right one. Run quickly!”
—from Funny Siories
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Fowl Play

A guest visited a family from afar. Though the host had many
chickens and ducks milling around his courtyard, he told his guest
that he didn’t dare to ask him to stay for dinner due to his shortage of
suitable food for dinner. The guest instantly asked the host to lend
him a knife to kill his riding horse so they could eat it for dinner.

The host asked, “Then, how can you ride home?”

The guest answered, “Just lend me one of your fowls to ride.”

—from Funny Stories
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The Comfort of a Good Book

A scholar rented a room from a monastery to use for study. In
fact, he played all around instead of studying. One afternoon, he
suddenly came back and called the page boy to fetch him a book. At
first, the page boy fetched the Liang Dynasty Wenxuan. He looked
at the book and said, “Too low.” Then, he brought the scholar the
classic History of the Han Dynasty, but the answer was also “Too
low.” Finally, he brought a third famous classic, the Records of the
Historian, but the answer was still “Too low.”

A monk, very astonished by this, confronted the scholar, “Gener-
ally, if a person masters one of these great books in a lifetime he is
considered well-learned. Why do you say these classics are low
books?” '

“I’'m trying to find a book that’s just the right height to use as a pil-
low,” the scholar replied. “These are all too low.”

—from Rolling with Laughter
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