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Lesson One

Text ; What We Know About the Moon

I . The Original and Improvement One

When we look at the moo wémseetfntithasdarkand
light patches on its * face ( there are dark and Light paiches on is
surface ) . These thiags are aluays seen’ ( We can abways see them )
when the sky is clear. We can see x some tunes that (that
sometimes Ythe moon s round and * some Himes s serm}lwun‘z_(_&_or__ne—
times i is not).

We know a great many facts about the moon now. The
moon. &4 ) 5 our nearest neighbour in space . It! s (IL is)also the
earth! s only satellite. There are no forests, seas, lakes or rivers on
the moon. In fact ,it' s (i is) a dend world. * A few (Few) people
have visited the moon * through the (by)spaceship .

The moon sl has many secrets. We don' ¢ (do nob) know how
the moon (if Ywas formed . * Have (flas)it grown up i space on
M*mdbmsepm‘ateﬁmnt}wwtb (or has @ groum up as




twin sisters similfanecusly with the earth wd then separated itself
From the earth)e * Scientists think “that we can fuow the answer
witid we can make ( Scicntists do not thhnk thal we can krow the
answer wntil we have made / Scientists thivk that we will know the
aivers only when we can make ) a direct study of * #/ s (its)
rocks ,mountains and air (the air) around the moon{it).

I . Improvement Two

When e look at the moon on a dear night , we can see Hat
there are dark and Ught patches on its swface. The moon varies
considerably te shape ; sumetimes i is roumd b usually i is nol.

We know a great many facts about the moon now. Jf is
wk ouly owr nearest neighbowr in space; it is the earth! s only
satellite as well . The moon 15 a dead world because there are no
creatures » w0 seas , i lakes or vivers o ! . Thoughonly few people
heve wmsiled the moon by spaceship | they have trought to Eght memy
of s secrets.

However , the moon stll has many secrets. fts Sorigin lill
remaws mifslerious o us s it borr i space on its own, or &d it
first grow as part of the earik |, like a Stamese twin y id then

separate wself 7 Scientiste do not think that we can know
2



the answers until we have made ( Scientists think
that we will know the answers only when we can make )
a direct -stady of its rocks , mountains and
the air around it.

Notes

1. The shifts(B#) of persons from the first to the third
and of the voices from the active to the passive are

unnecessary here . ( See Avoid Unnecessary Shifts in
Lesson Four)

2. Do not use scientific jargons (7.l i 7&) which only
a particular group of people know when you write in every -
dzy English . Explain technical words by using everyday
English in an appositive if you have to use them , semibunar,
half-moon-shape , for example.

3. Untal indicates a terminal point of time (4% H[y N4 Jii
&) with positivé and a commencement point of time (GFi485 -
it W & ) with negative predication and tuak takes a
transferred negation with a negative clause,

They worked wwtel 12; 00 a. m. (= Thsy .stopped
working then).



They did not work antil 12 00a. m. (= They started
working then ).

I do not thirk that you can read very well until you have
a large vocabulary.

4. This sentence is both concise and coherent ('E Y5 )
when compared with the one in émprovement One.

5. As far as a transitional device is concerned , * Its
origin still remains mysterious to us ” is better than 7 we do
not know how it was formed " because of the association
in meaning of the word #s with the word the moon in the

previous sentence.

Writing Theory ,Style

Style means the overall effect of your writing on the
reader and the subject. The eftect depends on the choice of
words and grammatical structures,since several ways to say
the same thing are often possible. Chinese students should
learn how to properly apply formal Eaglish, mformal English
and stawdard Enghsh in thinking about the style of their
writings.

Formal Buglish is an elevated form appropriate only for



special purposes , such aginternational treaties , manifestoes ,
or liturgical selemnity . In forma! English writing , for
example , a lampisa lighting fizture. Contractionsandshortened
forms atre generally unaceeptable.

Infarmal Bugish is also known as colloquial Buglish. Here
the choice of words is at the level of everyday speech .
Contractions ( you’ re , don ¥ t ) and shortened forms
{TV ,0K)are acceptable.

Standard Enghish is between the two extremes and is the
language of careful and popular writing in good newspapers
and in most books. Written slandard English is carefully edited
and ,for the most part, should lean toward the standards of
usage for formal English. Spoken slandard English tends toward.
the colloguin! . For most college writing , standard English is
appropriate , while nformal Enghsh is nonstandard or

unaccepiable yas is dislect or slang.

Chingse stmlents should , therefore , dbserve the followsing rules
of -writlen. Brglish und should nol iry fo imitate speech exatly in com-
position , regorls md business lplters ;

L. Do not use contractions wuless you are reporting dialogues.

Sformal s The- moon is not s0 big as the earth.

informal ; The moon s’ £/ The moow’ s not se big as the



2. Do not use most abbreviations or shortened forms of
words though some abbreviations are acceptable ;a. m.

p. m. ,and o clock.

formal . examination ,mathematics , technology ,etc.

informal ;exam , math ,tech ,etc,

3 . Use the pronoun forms that are grammatically
correct.

formal; Mr. White is an astronaut whom we respect.
{object)

informal ; Mr. White is an astronaut whe we rspect,

4. Choose words that are precise. Usually use a single
verb with one precise meaning instead of a two-word verb
with several different meanings.

formal ; The student arrived late for the lecture.

informat ; The student showed up late for the lecture.

5. Write sentences of different lengths and structures.
Do not write too many monotonous simple sentences.

\had style: The moon is our nearest natural neighbour in
space. It is also the only satellite of the earth. There are no
forests , seas , lakes and rivers on it . In fact s it is & dead
world . ( As all are simple sentences with almost the same

length and structure , and as the sentences are not very
coherent, the writing is dull, )
6



good style; The moon is not only the nearest natural
neighbour ,it is the earth” s only satellite as well, The moon
is 2 dead world because there are no creatures, forests, seas,
lakes and tivers on it. (Since different types of sentences are
used and sentence relationships are clear, the styie is good. )

6. Do not omit conjunctions or relative pronouns that
can be g}annnaﬁcally omitted in informal writing.

formal ; She told me fhat she had borrowed a
vety interesting hovel from the library which
she visited the previous day.

informal ; She told me she’ d borrowed a very interest-
ing novel from the library she visited the previous day.
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Exercises

1. Change the itaticized informal style inio formal

style (4 AHE F D93k IE A A H E RSk .
1. & s lifeless and atmospheretess.

2. He' s never been to a planetarium.
B



3. We didn' { observe the partial lunar eclipse yesterday.
4. There aren’ £ any lakes or seas on the moon.

5. A total lunar eclipse occurred last Fri.

6. She failed the astronomy exam last Aug.

7.1 met a friend of mine on the «&. vestarday.

8. The taik lasted three frs.

I . Change the italicized part,if possible,to make the
style formal or more formal (I 7T R BB AHE T, (B
KERKEER):

1. This is the astronaut why we saw on television the
day before yesterday.

2. The old woman feels lonely because she has no one
to whom she can talk.

3. 1 wonder who he is. ;},,".,;

4. I know who jrou are going to g,iviE the present to.

5. My landlady invited Tom and me to go with her to
the mountains.

6. She is the one who wants to see the doctor. -

7. If you leave now,it will be oo late for Tom and me
to go with you to the seaside.

8. A;"Who' s taken my dictionary?”



