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Abstract

The armed forces of all countries exert considerable
political influence.They are regarded as symbols of
state sovereignty and the primary defenders against
possible external or internal attack against the govern-—
ment. Given their prestige, responsibilities and material
resources needed to fulfill these responsibilities,all
military establishments exercise a significant degree of
politial influences, especially in the third world. The
military has played a central role in developing coun-
tries since independence.The armed forces become a po-
litical dominator such as the socalled “praetorian army”
when they threaten or use force in order to enter or
dominate the political arean. The military offices inter-—
vene in politics by relying upon their control over the
soldiers to influence governmental decision or occupy
the seat of government themselves.Military interventions
frequently establish military regimes or result in a
group of offices appointing a civilian government and
acting as arbiters of policy and politics.The officers
justify military rule on the ground that the army repre-
sents the mational interest,or that only military rule

can secure and maintain a stable political order for e-



conomic development. Indeed, in the 1960s and 1970s, many

political scientists regarded the military in the third

world as the only institution which could modernize
their societies.Military governments in developing coun—
tries, however, have frequently been viewed by the citi-
zenry as illegitimate, and a widespread civilian protest

rather than a stable political framework for development
has been the result.

This book centers on three questions:l)the estab-
lishment of military regime;2)the maintenance of politi-
cal legitimacy;3)the exercise of governmental power.What
factors lead to the overthrow of civilian government?
What aspects within the civilian sphere evoke military
intervention and provide the opportunity to put them in-
to effect?In what specific ways do the soldiers adopt a
fairly common governing style? Are military governments
more likely to bring about modernizing and progressive
change? Are they successful in legitimizing or maintain—
ing their power by carrying out their socioeconomic
policies? The author oxplores social and economic struc-
ture and political development in changing societies
that have shaped military regimes, and gives an answer to
these questions

this book contains five parts besides the introduc-
tion and the conclusion. The first chapter is to make an
overall discussion on foreign authors’ theories about
military regimes and military interventions from 1950s’
to 1970s’ and give the comments on their major view-
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points. In the second chapter,the author focuses the
study on the historical pre-requisites of military in-
tervention within the different political systems by ex—
ploring the role characteristic of the tribal soldiers,

the mercenary, the aristocrat military and empire mili-
tary in the traditional societies.The third chapter,

from the angle of dual-structure and comparative poli-
tics,is an attempt to provide a perception framework for
understanding the social contexts and political bases of
appearance of the military regimes as well as the rela-
tions between the regimes and political development in
developing countries.The forth one is to examine the
contents and outcome of the economic and social policies

carried out by military governments, and to their behav~

ioral orientations they have a preference for growth

rather than development, for authoritarianism rather than
democracy. In the last one, the author delineates the in-
ner contradiction of the military rule and its histori-
cal and political causes of the end.Although the mili-
tary has intervened decisively in politics in developing
countries, military withdrasal and varying patterns of
civilianization suggest a limited belief in the legiti—

macy of their own rule.
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