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Comrade Deng Xiaoping is on an inspection tour in Changchun.
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CCCPC General Secretary Hu Yaobang is on an inspection tour in Changchun.
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Premier Zhao Ziyang is on an inspection tour in Changchun.
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VALUABLE HISTORICAL RECORDS

— Foreword to China’s Urban Reform Series

by Ma Zhongyang

The Chinese people have been wholeheartedly engaged in carrying out a national modernization program .
In 1984, for example, China’s gross output value of industry and agriculture exceeded 1,000 billion RMB yuan, a
rise of 14.2% over 1983. Her total output value of agriculture rose by 14.5%, of light industry by 13.9%, and of
heavy industry by 14.2%. Her domestic market has been brisk as a multi-channel commercial network is taking
shape. Her economic relations with other countries have grown. Her sfate revenue has increased steadily. Her
urban and rural citizens have earned bigger incomes. Today China is as promising as the morning sun.

Resolutions of the Central Committee of C.P.C. concerning economic, scientific and technological restructur-
ing are inspiring millions to work with vigor in a down-to-earth manner. Developments show that the masses
have faith in Party and state strategic decisions and plunge unflinchingly into the reforms and the splendid cause.

In recent years, a series of policies have been made with a view to realizing the socialist modernization in
China. Due to the implementation of these policies, the nation’s economy has seen a new phase of continual,
steady, and well-proportioned growth. The policies of opening to the outside world and at home in particular,
have become the key link in China’s overall economic reform. These policies, as Comrade Deng Xiaoping
recently pointed out, constitute the great principle of realizing socialist modernization. They provide
indispensable backing for expansion of social productive forces. He has also made it clear that China will
resolutely carry out both the current reforms and the two open policies. The Chinese people will not waver. Our
guiding principle is not to retreat from the open policies but to carry them still further, probably even on a larger
scale in the future. They have been proved to be absolutely correct socialist policies. Practice will continue to
confirm their strategic role and great effect on the theory and practice of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics.

The reform of China’s economic structure has been focusing on cities. Urban reforms have, in essence,
identified themselves with the open policy. After establishing the four special economic zones of Shenzhen,
Zhuhai, Xiamen and Shantou, China has opened fourteen other coastal cities and Hainan Island. In fact, all cities
on her coast and a large number of key inland cities will implement the two open policies.

China’s Urban Reform Series faithfully records what the pioneering cities have achieved and will achieve in
pursuing the policies of reform, opening to the outside world and activating domestic economy. It also tells the
reader how urban economic restructuring proceeded. In addition, one will be able to learn from this Series how
China goes about a socialist cause of her own distinctive style and paves her own way for socialist modernization
in line with specific conditions.

Our decision regarding the compilation and publication of this Series was made after repeated discussions. In
terms of selection, priority has been given to the open coastal cities as well as those most outstanding in the
reforms. One volume is devoted to each city — one picture album compiled and printed in the light of its
characteristics. Separate volumes in the Series are to come out in succession. Each picture album presents the
new achievements, measures, events and trends related to improving the well-being, material and otherwise, of
the people of the relevant city and its subsidiary counties in recent years. Each album is unique.

The Series incorporates both photographic and written materials and is printed in color in 12 mo. The written
texts including the captions are set in both Chinese and English. The photos and texts are an integration of
scientific analysis and vivid art appealing to the reader.

We believe the publication of this Series will be welcomed by readers in China and abroad. As a collection of
commemorative events, China’s Urban Reform Series will serve as a set of valuable historical records. We hope
our readers would cherish it.

March 29, 1985
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A Take-off Aiming at New Heights

by Wang Jiatong, Mavyer of Changchun City

In recent years, Changchun City has made
remarkable progress in economic development and
other fields since the introduction of the nationwide
institutional reform of the urban economy, which calls
for enlivening domestic economy and opening the
country to the outside world. The book, entitled
“Changchun Is Taking Off in the Upsurge of China’s
Current Reform” gives a lifelike picture of the city’s
facelift in the years of reform. As a fascicle of this
China’s Urban Reform Series it strikingly presents
magnificent changes taking place in the on-going
drive viewed through typical successes in the city.

Co-edited by Hongqi (The Red Flag), the
theoretical journal of the CPC Central Committee and
Changchun municipal government, the series will
provide material for thought among cadres and staff
members in the city to further boost the current
reform through summing up and exchange of
positive results and attained experiences, overcoming
existing drawbacks and prometing initiative and
pioneering spirit of the broad masses, all of which
would undoubtedly results in a new lift-off in
economic prosperity of the city.

The capital of Jilin Province, Changchun, is an
important city in the heartland of northeast China.
Apart from the city proper, there are five counties,
namely, Yushu, ' Dehui, Nong’an, Jiutai and
Shuangyang, in addition to a suburban district, under
its jurisdiction. The city boasts three strong points for
further development of its local economy: unmatched
automobile manufacturing in the country, one of the
largest bread-baskets across the land as well as one of
the powerful bases in scientific study and
technological exploration. Keeping pace with the
implementation of new policies put forward by the
current reform, a new situation, featured with a
steady, high-speed and well-balanced development in
the city’s economy, has emerged.

In the meantime, output value, profits, taxation in
industrial production and State revenue have grown
continuously in the past few years. For years running,
bumper harvests have been reaped in its outskirts in
spite of serious natural calamities rarely seen in local
history. In these years, the annual yield of grain has
remained at a level higher than that in good years in
the past. Headed by animal husbandry, diversified
sideline undertakings and township enterprises in
Changchun’s suburbs have made new breakthroughs
in their business. Local market is flourishing with
unclogged and  well-functioning channels of
commodities circulation. People’s living conditions
have improved considerably.

In 1985 alone, the gross output value of the city’s
industry and agriculture increased by 11.29 per cent
over the previous year while the corresponding figure
in GNP was 15.3 per cent.

At present, Changchun has not only become an
important base of industrial and agricultural
production, but has also begun to play a vital role as a
hub of commerce and transport, an information
distributor and a centre of education, science and
technology in northeast China.

In the countryside, we have adopted a number of
new and effective policies, including household
contract responsibility system, readjustment of
agricultural infrastructure and relaxing the long-term
and rigid practice of mandatory purchase of farming
products by the State. In urban administration, we
concentrate our efforts on simplifying overstaffed

governmental organs, enlargement of managerial
autonomy in enterprises, decentralization and transfer
of decision-making power to lower levels, diversified
forms of contract responsibility systems in line with
concrete performance, minimized accounting units
and enhanced horizontal association among various
economic sectors and bodies.

Changchun’s commercial network has seen a
revival since forms of business ownership, managerial
pattern and circulation are diversified, barriers
between different regions and occupations broken
down and the whole system geared itself to the
outside world. Also, when absorbing in physical
endeavours, we always keep an eye to heighten
townpeople’s sense of civic duties.

All of these efforts have paid off. They are proved
to be correct, feasible and rewarding in developing a
market-oriented economy guided by a predetermined
plan, and have greatly contributed to the prospects of
a socialist society featuring with Chinese charac-
teristics.

In coming years, we will continue to place the top
priority on the reform of the urban economy in a bid
to trigger an economic take-off and critically change
Changchun’s economic horizon. We plan to fully take
advantage of its untapped potentialities by giving an
enormous push on such industries as auto making,
foodstuff, electronics, textile, chemical and building
materials. Development of all industries should be
boosted to a new level through technical updating,
new technologies introduced from abroad and
improvement of operation and management. Grain
output ought to be kept a permanent impetus in
steady growth. Rural side occupations and township
enterprises should be energetically enhanced.
Keeping up a well-operating consumer goods market,
we have to maintain a sound market for trading
means of production. The existing technology bazaar
has to be consolidated and expanded while a financial
marketplace will be set up and open to businessmen,
both domestic and overseas. Commercial contacts with
foreign countries need to be further encouraged and
promoted. At the same time, it -is necessary to have a
lion share for municipal construction, substantiate the
life of local residents, and beautify their heart. All of
these are aiming at a new height in our modernization
drive.

Changchun City’s current prosperity is at its
starting stage, leaving much room for joint business
ventures to do with other cities and regions in the
country. Prospects for international co-operation are
also promising. So far, the city has concluded
agreements on setting up friendly relationship with
Sendai of Japan, Novi Sad of Yugoslavia, Birmingham
of the UK and Flint of the United States. We will
persist in opening the city to foreign entrepreneurs.
To attract investment, we have planned to start a
series of fund-consuming projects to build urban
facilities, involving energy resources, transport,
communications, tap water network and gas mains.
We offer convenience, accommodation and
preferential norms to overseas investors and sincerely
welcome foreign friends to visit Changchun and hold
business talks with us.

Changchun is a city of promise. Standing on a
launch pad for an economic blast-off, the city is
bound to have a bright future, which might be shared
by us and all far-sighted entrepreneurs from abroad.
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The administrative map of Changchun City




"AK$3

Changchun Railway Station
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