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PREFACE

As a help to focus attention on the preparation for the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 the
Yearbook of International Co-operation on Environment and Development demonstrates the many important and

challenging international environmental issues still to be solved and the many areas where international co-operation is

leading to positive results.
The Yearbook contributes information and topics for discussion between different stakeholders. Such discussions
should take place at the national as well as the international level. Information and discussion between different interest

groups are the basis for policy development and it is my hope that the book at hand can contribute to such a process.

This is the fifth edition of the Yearbook of International Co-operation on Environment and Development. 1 have
understood that the book is widely distributed and used especially among environment researchers and policy-makers.
In addition the Yearbook has been translated into Chinese as a part of the bilateral environmental co-operation between
China and Norway. In this way the book brings topical international issues into focus for a wide audience. I am pleased

that Norway can contribute to increased concern and activity related to international co-operation on environment and
development.

Minister of Environment
Oslo, December, 2000
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