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Foreign Urban Environmet

Makuhari Messe, Chiba, Japan
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South Square of Kaihinmakuhari Station

Waterscape facilities using a mountain stream and
resting facilities were introduced, and the rain
shielding facilities are remarkable.
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North Square of Kaihinmakuhari Station

A giant needle formed formative object expresses the
symbolism of the square of the station and functions
as a landmark.

Seo, Ju hwan (Prof. of Landscape Architecture, Kyung Hee Univeisily)

Hub of international exchanges, industrial developments and creation of culture

Makuhari in Chiba Prefecture is well known as the homeground of the baseball team Lotte Marines among baseball fans
and famous for its beautiful scenery and also well know as a city of the advanced technology research complex of world
renowned companies among those who are interested in economy. One of the features of Makuhari which has a lot of
famous sites is that Makuhari Messe which was constructed as the first exclusive convention facilities in Japan has

established the facilities which represent the new downtown of Makuhari.

The new downtown of Makuhari was developed with the aim of building a city which has functions of international
exchanges, international business, leading business, R&D, academy, commerce, culture, sports, recreation and housing on
the reclaimed land which began to be developed by the Industry Agency of Chiba Prefecture in 1973. And it is located in
the central situation between the downtown of Tokyo and Narita Airport, 30 minute distance from both directions.
Furthermore, it has an excellent locational condition that it is adjacent to the Port of Chiba.

This area has been developed as a large-scale complex of business facilities since 1991, Makuhari Messe, a pivotal facility
of this area, was opened in October, 1989. Since then business research buildings. hotels, houses, schools and parks have
been renovated, and international conferences, cultural activities and exchanges have been taking place here. This area has
various urban functions such as work, living, study and leisure. It is becoming a new face of China as a city where about

100,000 people including workers, students, residents and visitors work daily

As the new downtown of Makuhari was put in good order, it functions as the headquarters and the R&D centers of high
technology Japanese as well as foreign major companies. Centering around Makuhari Messe, a foothold of international
exchanges was formed and at the same time; centering around the new downtown of Makuhari, a lot of high technology
companies settled. This laid the groundwork for the development of Chiba Prefecture as the hub of international IT
industry. Likewise, it takes the charge of decentralization of the functions of the metropolitan area in order to improve the
worsening centralization in the metropolitan area, thus it is getting evaluated more and more as an international city for
international business and ‘Makuhari in the world’

The Geio Line (Electric railroad) connecting Tokyo and Chiba passes through the new downtown of Makuhar and severs
the South and the North. However, business and research centers were built near the train station which a lot of citizens
and visitors use and an elevated road exclusively for pedestrians who 20 (0 Makuhari Messe was constructed.

All this was turned out to be a plan which took consideration of accessibility to the business and research centers and

pedestrians’ passage.
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Pedestrian lane 1

Pedestrian lane which is connected through the
second floor of each building for those who use
various buildings in the business research complex
and the Messe mall
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Pedestrian lane 2

Pedestrian lane which was constructed with wooden
deck and trees along with the promenade in the
nature
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Makuhari Messe is located in the center of the south of the new downtown which was built from the East to the West.
Messe Mall was constructed in the center of the new downtown for the easy access to the Messe, and the Makurai Messe
was constructed at the end of the Messe Mall, which raises visual recognition of pedestrians who use the pedestrian mall
and attracts their interest, designed for pedestrians™ safety and comfort. Waterscape facilities were built in some spots of
the Messe mall as an eye-stop. These kinds of waterscape facilities gets pedestrians’ attention on the spot where the
surrounding buildings and the crossroad meet and plays a role of controling the pedestrians’ relation with them. The
Messe Mall, which is a pedestrian lane in a form of a rooftop garden, is as high as the second floor of the surrounding
buildings, which enables direct access from the surrounding buildings of the business research complex. Rooftop gardens
beside the front yard square were built on the second floor of the buildings which are connected with the Messe Mall for

pleasant environment for those who work in the buildings and visitors. They are connected with the Messe Mall.

The current situation of the new downtown of Makuhari: Hall 9 - 11 of the international exhibition hall of the Makuhari

Messe were opened in 1997 and the facilities of IBM Japan have been in operation since 1999. Research Institute of Asian
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Landscape around the Messe Mall

Breast walls of the Messe Mall were planted with trees with
the aim of reducing unpleasant feelings of drivers or
pedestrians who pass through the road. Inner boundary
lines of the sidewalk were curved for pedestrians.
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Canal in the Messe Mall

A canal was installed in the center of the Messe Mall and
provides pedestrians with various landscape factors.
Fountains and formative objects in the canal serve as eye—
stops of vista.
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Messe Mall and Makuhari Messe

The canal directed for Makuhari Messe
as well as the fountains and trees
planted on both sides turn pedestrians’
attention to the Makuhari Messe in a
natural way.
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Access to the Messe Mall 1

Stairs were installed along with lamps
in consideration the old and the weak
as the access road to the Messe Mall
from the crossroad.




Economy of Japan External Trade Organization, which is the biggest in its kind in the world, moved into the education and
research area from Sinjuku, Tokyo and began their its activities in 1999. Efforts have been made to achieve the goal of the
development of the new downtown. In the meanwhile, about 11,000 people are living in the residential area. And 15 major
Japanese and international companies began to operate in the research and business area, and there are more than 300
companies moved into the Makuhari Techno Garden and the World Business Garden and are in operation. Thus, the new

downtown of Makuhari functions as an international business center and a advanced technology center.

Makuhari Messe which was opened in October, 1989 is the first exclusive convention facility in Japan and plays a pivotal
role in the new downtown. Its convention facility which is the biggest in its kind in Asia comprise three halls, namely
‘international exhibition hall", ‘international convention hall' and ‘event hall’ . The international exhibition hall
consisting of eleven halls has the exhibiting surface of about 72,000m?, the biggest exhibition hall in Asia. Hall 1 - 8 which
are 516m high, 112.5m wide, whose ceilings are 12 - 28m high, whose exhibiting surface is 54,000m? are used for trade

fairs and various events; hall 9 -11 which are 192m high. 96m wide, whose ceilings are 15 - 35m high, whose exhibiting
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Access to the Messe Mall 2

The moving line of the lamps for the
access to the Messe Mall was curved
in consideration of the environment
design
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Banners of Makuhari Messe

Banners which were installed with
mobiles with the aim of the promotion
of events which are held in Makuhari
Messe can create various scenes with
even small winds and users’
movements.
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Courtyard of the World Business
Garden

Pavement patterns of geometrical
forms and vivid colors were used with
the aim of expressing the image of a
clean and bright office building.
Concerning space boundaries, the
courtyard is sunken to a perceivable
extent without usage of particular
facilities, and spatiality is secured with
protection rails for trees.
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Parking lot and the international
convgntion hall of Makuhari Messe
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surface is 18,000m’ are exhibition halls for exhibitions of heavy product and small-scale exhibitions. The event hall
whose area is 3,098m’, whose highest ceiling is 27m, which holds about 9,000 people, is space for various uses such as
concerts as wells sport events. The international convention hall comprises a convention hall, an international convention
room and small and medium sized convention rooms. The convention hall is designed for conferences for maximum 1,600

people and parties for 2,000 people.

The Messe has a large-scale parking lot holds 5,500 small vehicles and 120 big vehicles and is adjacent to a number of
hotels so that it can respond to demands of all users. Various exhibitions and international conventions such as ‘Tokyo
Motor Show’, "ASEM meeting of cabinet ministers in charge of economic affairs’” and ‘World Judo Championship’

have been organized since the opening of Makuhari Messe. It plays a pivotal role in the new downtown of Makuhari along

with as a function for international exchanges and international business.
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Access to the pedestrian lane

The same colors and materials of the
pavement of the courtyard of the World
Business Garden was were used to
emphasize the unity of the road
facilities and the buildings.

13







ASEM £y shily Asem Convention Center
ZLRES WP Busan Exbition Convention Center
#ENER DVG DVG Hanover(Germany)
L HiEYE Anseong Machum Museum
ZUB=ABER Busan Haeundae Biennale
EEZEERE Germany Frankfurt
FMEFRS WD Jeju International Convention Center
HEMEMIE Korean Bell Museum
XD -L - FHF&NPL (XEH) The David L. Lawrence Convention Center(USA)

Daegu Municipal Museum of Art
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