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Text 1

Drinking kills 1 400 college students every year and plays a role in 70 000 cases of sexual assault
and date rape on campus, a study released on Tuesday found.

[ A quarter of all U. S, college students have driven under the influence of alcohol, and 500 000
have been injured because of booze®, concluded the survey, which was published by the National In-
stitute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. 1@

“The harm that college students do to themselves and others as a result of excessive dnnkmg ex-
ceeds what many would have expected,” said Ralph Hingson, a researcher at Boston University’s
School of Public Health who led the study, in a statement. .

“QOur data clearly point to the need for better interventions against high-risk drinking in this popu- 1
lation. ” -

Writing in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol, Hingson said the study used a range of sources in-
cluding data on traffic deaths, figures from the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention and from
medical examiners,

Other studies have found that about 40 percent of students binge® drink, defined as quaffing five
or more drinks in a row for men and four or more for women.

Perhaps not surprisingly, Hingson’s study found those who drank the most are incoming fresh-
men, males, members of fraternities or sororities®, and athletes.

Students at two-year institutions, religious schools, commuter schools, and predominantly or his-
torically black colleges and universities drank the least,

“Although a minority of college students engage in hxgh—rlsk drinking, all students, and their
parents, faculty, and members of the surrounding community suffer the negative consequences of alco-
hol abuse, such as assault, vandalism® and traffic accidents,” said Edward Malloy, president of the
University of Notre Dame, who helped write the report,

“And I've lived in college dormitories for much of my adult life, so I know firsthand the impact ir-
responsible drinking has on the quality of residential life, ”

The study said that simply providing students with information about the risks of drmkmg clearly
does not work,

What does work, it said, are carefully designed programs that go in depth into the behaviors that
lead to drinking, enforcement of minimum drinking age laws and restrictions on how many stores can
sell alcohol in a certain area.

Schools may also consider reinstating® classes on Fndays and Saturdays, thus shortening the
weekend, designating more alcohol-free dormitories and disciplining those who violate alcohol policies.
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1. According to the author, .
[A] the situation of excessive drinking in college students is more serious than people have thought
[B] the students who drink only hurt themselves
[C] drinking plays a main role in the sexual assault and date rape on campus
[D] all college students have driven after drinking
2. For the females, those who can be regarded as binge drink,
[ A] imbibe five or more drinks in a row [B] have four or more drinks in a row
[C] have several drinks consecutively [D] quaff six drinks consecutively
3. According to the passage, the students who are in boarding school may .
[A] not drink at all
{B] drink less than those who commute between school and home
[C] drink more than the commuter students
D] drink as much as the commuter students

4. According to the passage, those who suffer from the negative consequences of alcohol abuse may NOT

[A] faculty members of the school [B] the students and their parents
[C] the students who drink excessively I'D] the whole society
5. According to the passage, the effective way to reduce drinking may include P

[A] providing students with information about the risks of drinking
[B] shortening the weekend

[C] design some programs which research the behaviors leading to drinking
[D] both [B] and [C]

Text 2

As industrialization came to define Western life in the 19th century, industry employed photogra-
phy to portray its successes and strengths. For example, in 1857 British photographer Robert Hewlett
took pictures of the British steamship Great Eastern, the largest vessel of its day, and of its designer
and engineer, Isambard K. Brunel. He depicted both ship and man as heroic exemplars of the age.

In addition to recording the construction of railroads, ships, buildings, and bridges, photography
proved useful to medicine and the fledgling® social sciences, such as ethnology, psychology, and soci-
ology. Doctors wanted before-and-after pictures of wounded Civil War soldiers to study the effects of
surgery. Psychologists studied photographs of mental patients in an attempt to visually discern their
disorders. Fields as dissimilar as biology and astronomy demanded whole catalogues of new photo-
graphs to record and classify a rapidly expanding body of knowledge. American photographer Edward
S. Curtis produced a 20-volume ethnographic® survey of the native peoples of North America. Like
much early scientific photography, Curtis’s work suffered from his own cultural biases—in this case,
an overly romantic view of how Native Americans should look. He supplied his subjects with props
and costumes that were not always authentic, and his photographs are no longer considered accurate as
documentation.

The development of faster cameras in the 1870s spurred scientists and others to use photography
in the systematic study of human and animal movement. In 1878 Muybridge used a series of photo-
graphs of a galloping horse to demonstrate an amazed world that the animal lifts all four feet off the

® lledgling adj. RiFFiGHM, X2RH
@ ethnographic adj, ARFEN
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ground at once. His work inspired Philadelphia painter Thomas Eakins to take up the camera so he
could more accurately depict motion in his paintings, French physiologist Etienne-Jules Marey also fol-
lowed Muybridge's example and devised a special camera to record sequential photographs on a single
plate. Marey used this method to develop insights into the flight of birds, human movement, and the
workings of the human eye. His experiments helped prepare the way for airplane flight, motion pic-
tures, and modern athletic training.

In the last quarter of the 19th century the camera helped record the plight of the dispossessed,
displaced, and overlooked. I? One of the earliest attempts to document urban poverty was made by
Scottish photographer Thomas Annan, who aimed his camera at the empty, unsanitary alleyways of
Glasgow in 1868. City officials commissioned Annan’s documentation to justify replacement of
Glasgow’s unsavory slums with new development. John Thomson went a step further with candid
photographs of poor people themselves, published in a series called Street Life in London(1877).

In the United States, Danish-born journalist Jacob Riis saw the virtue of photographs as well as
words in his campaign to improve the lot of poor city dwellers in New York City. He first hired pho-
tographers to accompany him into the slums, and later began taking pictures himself. Riis illuminated
dark, airless interiors with bright bursts of light that he produced by igniting magnesium flash pow-
der. He showed the pictures at public lectures and later published them in a book entitled How the
Other Half Lives(1890). Riis’s tireless advocacy helped bring about better conditions for some slum
dwellers, and initiated the use of photography as a powerful tool in the fight against poverty.

6. The passage mainly focuses on the statement that photography has been
[A] historically extensive and influential
[B] more closely related to industry than to social science
[C] visually impressive and powerful
[D] useful as an instrument for historical records
7. The author’s attitude towards Curtis’s photographic work can be described as

A7 completely disinterested [B] a little critical
LC] totally supportive [D] somewhat ironical

8. According to the passage, improvement of camera speed led to .
[A] exactness in movie production [B] the experiment of aircraft flight
[C] detailed depiction of movements [D] delicate recording of images

9. It can be seen from the passage that cities in their early growth s
[A] were not without their ills [B] were not successful as expected
[C] helped improve photographic work [D] created anti-city feelings

10. The main purpose of Jacob Riis’s photographic career is to
[A] practice both as a journalist and photographer [B] show hls special photographic technique
[C] expose urban poverty [D] bring about social changes

Chinese team and the Swiss company Syngenta are publishing two versions of the rice genome@
today, opening what experts believe will be a new era in plant breeding and food production.

Knowledge of the genome—some 450 million units of DNA encoding around 40 000 genes—will
help breeders create better varieties not only of rice but also of corn, wheat, barley and other crops.

O MW A ETH the camera helped record the plight. .
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These cereals are members of the grass family whose common ancestor emerged some 50 million
to 70 million years ago. But their genomes are thought to have remained so similar that important
genes could be used interchangeably.

Dr. Ronald P. Cantrell, director of the International Rice Research Institute in the Philippines,
said the decoding of the rice genome would “have a tremendous impact on the poor” by enabling plant
breeders to create rice varieties with better nutrients and growing qualities. . A third of the world’s pop-
ulation relies on rice for half its calories.

Plant biologists expect the rice genome to speed the breeding of new varieties and, by serving as a
key to important genes, to unlock the genetic wealth of seedbanks.

Rice is the first crop plant whose genome has been decoded. The two teams sequenced different
varieties of rice and described their findings in today’s issue of Science.

An international consortium® led by Japan has been working on the rice genome since 1997 and
expects to finish later this year. Its thunder has been somewhat stolen® by the Chinese team, which
produced its rice genome in a mere three months of work, identifying 99 percent of the rice genes at 10
percent of the international project’s cost.

[But the Japanese-led team, which includes several centers in the United States, is preparing a
highly accurate and complete version of the rice genome, whereas the Chinese team has used a faster
method to generate a rough draft with many gaps. 1® Also the Japanese team is decoding the japonica®
variety of rice and the Chinese team has sequenced indica, the rice variety eaten in China and India.

Syngenta said last year that it had completed a rough draft of the japonica rice genome but did not
publish it. With the Chinese team making its indica sequence freely available, the company is now fol-
lowing suit®,

The decoding of the rice genome has evoked some of the same bitter politics as were involved in
the human genome race. A group of leading scientists involved in the human genome project has circu-
lated an e-mail message protesting that the publication by Science of Syngenta’s rice genome article “re-
presents a very serious threat to genomics research”. Their objection is that the journal has not obliged
the company to deposit its rice genome data in GenBank, a computer database that is free to researchers.
11. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

[AJ Chinese team and the Swiss company cooperated and decoded the genome of rice,

(B] Knowledge of the genome will be beneficial only to the breeding of rice.

[C] The genomes of rice and other grass crop are so sirnilar that all their genes could be used in-

terchangeably.

[D] Rice, corn and other crops have common ancestor.

12. The decoding of the rice genome would .

[A] be beneficial to the poor

[B] lead to the decoding of all the other genes

[C] eliminate famine from the world

[D] be helpful to create new varieties of rice which is fat free
13. The first crop plant whose genome has been decoded is .

[A] wheat [B] corn [C] rice [D] barley
14, According to the passage, the Chinese team .
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[A] produced the rice genome independently

[B] identified the rice genes at a lower cost than the Japanese team
[C] finished the rice genome later than the Japanese team
[D] identified all the rice genes
15. Which of the following statements about Syngenta is NOT true?
[A] Syngenta published a different version of the rice genome from the Chinese.
[B] Syngenta completed a draft of the japonica rice genome.
[C] Syngenta was forced to deposit its rice genome data in GenBank.
[D] Although Syngenta has finished a draft of the japonica rice genome, it didn’t publish it.

Text 4

In the late 20th century, information has acquired two major utilitarian connotations®. On the
one hand, it is considered an economic resource, somewhat on a par with@ other resources such as la-
bour, material, and capital. This view stems from evidence that the possession, manipulation, and use
of information can increase the cost-effectiveness of many physical and cognitive® processes. The rise
in information-processing activities in industrial manufacturing as well as in human problem solving has
been remarkable. Analysis of one of the three traditional divisions of the economy, the service sector,
shows a sharp increase in information-intensive activities since the beginning of the 20th century. By
1975 these activities accounted for half of the labour force of the United States, giving rise to the so-
called information society. )

As an individual and societal resource, information has some interesting characteristics that separate
it from the traditional notions of economic resources. Unlike other resources, information is expansive,
with limits apparently imposed only by time and human cognitive capabilities, Its expansiveness is attrib-
utable to the following: (1) it is naturally diffusive; (2) it reproduces rather than being consumed through
use; (3) it can be shared only, not exchanged in transactions. At the same time, information is compres-
sible, both syntactically and semantically. Coupled with its ability to be substituted for other economic re-
sources, its transportability at very high speeds, and its ability to impart advantagés to the holder of in-
formation, marketing, and even politics. Societal concern with the husbanding of information resources
has extended from the traditional domain of libraries and archives® to encompass organizational, institu-
tional, and governmental information under the umbrella of information resource management,

The second perception of information is that it is an economic commodity, which helps to stimu-
late the worldwide growth of a new segment of national economies—the information service sector.
Taking advantage of the properties of information and building on the perception of its individual and
societal utility and value, this sector provides a broad range of information products and services. By
1992 the market share of the U, S. information service sector had grown to about $ 25 billion. This
was equivalent to about one-seventh of the country’s computer market, which, in turn, represented
roughly 40 percent of the global market in computers in that year. [ However, the probable conver-
gence of computers and television (which constitutes a market share 100 times larger than computers)

@ connotation n, B, BR.SHZ &
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and its impact on information services, entertainment, and education are likely to restructure the re-
spective market shares of the information industry before the onset of the 21st century, 19
16. The first paragraph is mainly about .
[A] the remarkable rise in information-processing activities
[B] a sharp increase in information-intensive activities
[C] information as an economic resource
[D] the birth of information society
17. It is NOT true that information can be
[A] condensed [B] consumed through use
[C] shared by many people [D] delivered at very high speed
18. According to this text, the market share of
[A] the U. S. information service sector was equivalent to 40 percent of the global market share
[B] the U. S. information service sector was about one-seventh of the global market share
[C] computers in the United States had reached about $ 3.5 billion by 1992
[D] computers in the United States is much smaller than that of television
19. The proper title for this text should be
[A] Information Society
[B] Characteristics of Information
[C] Two Major Utilitarian Connotations
[D] Information as a Resource and Commodity

20, The overall tone of this text is best described as . A
[A] ironic [B] humorous [C] indignant [D] informative
¥ ranstation

Aesthetics is broader in scope than the philosophy of art, which comprises one of its branches. It
deals not only with the nature and value of the arts but also with those responses to natural objects that
find expression in the language of the beautiful and the ugly. 21) A problem is encountered at the out-
set, however, for terms such as beautiful and ugly seem too vague in their application and too subjec-
tive in their meaning to divide the world successfully into those things that do, and those that do not,
exemplify them. Almost anything might be seen as beautiful by someone or from some point of view;
and different people apply the word to quite disparate objects for reasons that often seem to have little
or nothing in common. It may be that there is some single underlying belief that motivates all of their
judgments. 22) It may also be, however, that the term beautiful has no sense except as the expression
of an attitude, which is in turn attached by different people to quite different states of affairs.

23) Moreover, in spite of the emphasis laid by philosophers on the terms beautiful and ugly, it is
far from evident that they are the most important or most useful either in the discussion and criticism
of art or in the description of that which appeals to us in nature. To convey what is significant in a po-
em we might use such terms as ironical, moving, expressive, balanced, and harmonious. Likewise, in
describing a favorite stretch of countryside, we may find more use for peaceful, soft, atmospheric,
harsh, and evocative, than for beautiful. 24) The least that should be said is that beautiful belongs to
a class of terms from which it has been chosen as much for convenience’ sake as for any sense that it

O & 53 H7 . 4] 5 “the probable convergence. . . and education” J& ¥ 18 ; 18 th W 4 3 7l 40 & 171 45 15 “ the probable conver-
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captures what is distinctive of the class.

At the same time, there seems to be no clear way of delimiting the class in question—not at least

in advance of theory. 25) Aesthetics must therefore cast its net more widely than the study either of

beauty or of other aesthetic concepts if it is to discover the principles whereby it is to be defined. We

are at once returned, therefore, to the vexing question of our subject matter; What should a philoso-
pher study in order to understand such ideas as beauty and taste?
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1. [A] #FHER, &5 =B+ “the harm that college. . . as a result of excessive drinking exceeds
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