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Dedicated to
American Friends
Who Fought Heroically in China Battlefield
of World's Anti-Fascist War
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The unexpected raid on the Pearl Harbor launched from Japanese
aircraft carricrs‘ caused a disastrous loss to U.S.A. Pacific Fleet on Dec.
7.1941. While the whole Japan was thrown into the joy of victory and the
Japanese royal armed forces were appearing immensely proud, on the day
of April 18, 1942, many cities including Tokyo and Nagoya were
suddenly raided by bombers. Japanese citizens were shocked and
stupefied by such surprising bombing sound, so were the Japanese
military. None of the Japanese would like to believe that bombing raid
should have occurred inside the mainland Japan; but it was an absolute
truth. James H Doolittle, an unknown Lt. Col, was the exact person who
led his bomber team to raid Japan. When finishing the bombing,
Doolittle team flew to China as scheduled, but they could not find the
expected airbases for landing. So when the fuel was run out, the crews
had no choice but to bail out. Those American pilots landed down and
scattered in Zhejiang, Jiangxi and Anhui provinces, and received timely
rescue from the local civilians. Most of them survived.

But, the Chinese civilians encountered with retaliatory strikes
from the Japanese as they were searching, covering, transferring and
rescuing the American pilots. The Chinese civilians suffered greatly in
the Japanese revenge action; and the rescued American pilots regarded
the Chinese who had helped them as their saviors. It has been 60 years
since the event, and many of them have passed away. However, the
friendship sct up during the wartime between the rescuers and the
rescuees has never ended. Today, the deep friendship is being carried
forth by the next generations of the two great peoples through letters,
telephone calls, faxes and visits, and by media of books. newspapers and
journals and videos. This kind of damon and pythias friendship set up
during war time is sincere and lofty, deserves admiration and respect, and
is able to stand the test by time. May the friendship be everlasting and

cternal!
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*“‘ Rescuing the Doolittle team

James Harold Doolittle was born in California on Dec. 14,
1896. After the Gold Rush wave, his whole family was moved to
Alaska. Jimmie (hypocoristic name for James) was an amateur
boxer when he was young, and his powerful fists and
unyielding spirit won him the boxing champion for the lightest
grade in the Pacific coastal region. Influenced by American's
early pilots Leiter and Curtiss since his childhood, he was
extremely fascinated in aeroplane and was respectful to those
pilots who could assemble aeroplane and flew by themselves.
Then he bought a motorcycle engine with the money he earned
from boxing, and installed it onto his self-made aircraft. When
the engine was installed, an unexpected gale blew his aircraft
away from the ground and then his aircraft fell down to become
a pile of waste. But his mind of learning to fly had never
changed.

Doolittle began to serve in the reserve for American
Communication Corps when he was 18 years old; after he was
discharged, he came back to study in the University of
California. He started his learning from the courses as of
meteorology, Morse code, aerodynamics, mathematics, and
mechanics, and then he began tc learn how to fly. "Janney" was
used as the trainer for him at that time. Doolittle was a genius
pilot, he began his solo flight only after 6-hour flying with his
instructor. March 5, 1918, Doolittle finished his education in the
University of California as a Mine Engineering graduate.
Working as miner for several months, he eventually chose his
career as pilot due to his aerophile mind.
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Doolittle had a picture taken in front of Janney trainer when

he was a pilot cadet.
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Doolittle inside the cockpit of Janney trainer.
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*“’ Rescuing the Doolittle team

Doolittle devoted himself to American Army air forces. As
he said once, "I really like flying, and it is the matter I can do
well. If you like doing something and you can do it quite well,
just keep on doing it. Besides, I feel safer in controlling an
aircraft than staying in the deep mine well; at least you are by
all means sure about how to control your own destiny when you
are inside an aircraft. And I love military career — it fits me well."
That time, American air force troops was separated from the
Communication Corps, and was administered by the newly-
established Army Aviation Bureau.
appointed as a flying instructor due to his solid foundation in
flight theory and his outstanding skill in flying. Doolittle was
very satisfied with the job as of an instructor; and the pilot
cadets also liked him very much.

Working as flying instructor for period, Doolittle then got to

Doolittle was soon

learn that only when the job of an aircraft designer was
combined with that of the pilot could bring the aircraft into best
performance. Based upon this consideration, he got enrolled in
Massachusetts Institute of Technology for a special study on
aerodynamics, and received a bachelor's degree for
engineering from M. L. T to finish his education there. Before
long, he became an engineer of aviation.

Doolittle was then arranged to work in a service unit of the
air force. Later, he was sent to work in Larry Airport in Virginia
and got involved in the air-to-ship bombing test raised by Gen.
William Mitchell. So, he became an honest follower of Mitchell's.

On September 4, 1922, Doolittle succeeded in flying across
the continental America with a DH-4 aircraft, using 21 hours
and covering 3,481km flying range. His name began to appear
in newspaper. Then in 1925, he participated in a hydroplane
race with his R3C-3 aircraft and won the Schneider Prize for his
country with his average flying speed of 374.28 km/hr. Three
he renewed his own record by a 397.78km/hr
average flying speed with the same hydroplane. Doolittle could
make perfect man-aircraft combination and bring the aircraft's

days later,

performance into full play for creating miracles.

Before long, he was appointed Director for the Flying
Division in Leiter Airport. Later, the military “lent” him to
Curtiss Aircraft Company, which sent him on a tour over the
South American flying with a P-1 fighter plane for
demonstration and sale promotion for the manufacturer. During
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his demonstration tour, Doolittle once nearly ran into
misorientation due to the heavy fog weather condition when he
was ferrying to Brazil. Fog condition made the final approach
very difficult and dangerous, but the aircraft in air had to land
even though it was encountered with such bad weather
condition. To tackle with the taking-off and landing in the fog
condition as well as the low cloud base above airport, Doolittle
began to search for Blind Wide Traffic Pattern. On September
24, 1929, Doolittle successfully finished the course of taking off,
wide-pattern flying and approaching in a heavy fog condition
with the help of airborne gyrocompass, newly-developed
barometric altimeter, artificial horizon and radio-aid instrument
and with a flying inspector sitting in the front cockpit. Doolittle
should be regarded as the creator of Blind Wide Traffic Pattern.
Based on Blind Wide Traffic Pattern, people later developed two
basic patterns for descent penetration, namely "Straight-in Let-
down'" and "Double 180°Wide Pattern", based upon air clearance
condition, visibility, and height of cloud base of the airport.

It was because of his extraordinary willpower and creative
mind, plus his distinguished flying skill and enriched flying
experience that Doolittle was entrusted with such an important
task of leading a group to bomb Japan. After the raid, he
became widely known, just like a movie star or famous singer.
People used all means to praise, eulogize and commemorate
Doolittle and his bomber team. The story of Doolittle raid to
Japan has been attracting the people all the time. Doolittle died
on September 27, 1993. This year is the 10th anniversary of
Doolittle's death, and Chinese people would like to dedicate
this book, Rescuing the Doolittle Team, to the American friends
who fought heroically in Chinese battlefield of world's anti-
fascist war and to James H. Doolittle.
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