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Introduction

This book is intended as a guide for teachers and stu-
dent—teachers of English as a foreign language. It contains ten
sections and each section presents a main theme.

The first purpose of this book is to make available to
* teachers some of the basic notions about English and English
language teaching, a knowledge of which represents an essen-
tial teaching qualification. Secondly we try to make a survey
of the main schools in foreign language teaching and to present
‘an outline of the history of foreign language teaching. Thirdly
we intend to discuss practical teaching approaches, methods,
and techniques for English teaching in Chinese schools. What’s
more, in the last section, we also discuss briefly the methods
and techniques of how to teach the new English textbook ‘Ju-
nior English for China’ which will be used in ail the middle
schools in China from 1993.

Whereas each section itself aims at making certain no-
tions available to teachers, the way in which this section has
been presented is intended to ensure that these notions are
thoroughly understood and critically assessed by the reader. To
this end, not only is every section arranged in such a way as to
lead the reader to a gradual accumulation of knowledge relat-
ing to a central theme, but they are also provided with notes,
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comprehension and discussion questions, and exercises.

The notes which accompany each section are intended
both to increase ease of understanding and to stimulate inter-
est. And the comprehension and discussion questions are in-
tended not only to lead the reader to draw as much information
out of the section as possible, and so develop in him the ability
to read with close attention to detail, but also to lead him to
consider the value and relevance of the points made in. the sec-
tion, and so to develop in him the ability to read critically. The
exercises are intended to consolidate the poin_té,made in the sec-
tion by giving the reader an opportunity of putting them to
practical application. This practical work should not only make
the notions of each section more meaningful by enabling the
. peader to participate in their illustration, but it should also help
his own language ability and language teaching techniques. A-
8ain, the principal aim is to help the reader towards a thorough
understanding of theory and towards a sound application of
this 'theory in practice. ,
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1. language, language learning and language

teaching

1—1 What language is

As you were growing up, you learned to do things in cer-
tain ways in certain situations. For example you learned how
to eat, how to act in front of others and how to get along with
other children. You learned how to do these things so well that
other ways of doing these same things often seemed strange
and sometimes very wrong.

While learning about these ways of acting, you learned to
understand and produce a set of signs which were made up of
noises. These sighs stood for various experiences in your life
-and most were made by using lips, tongue, etc.

These signs were of many kinds. There were vowels and
consonants, of course, but also voice tones and different de-
~ grees of loudness. You chose different words, but sometimes
you added something at the end of them and sometimes you ar-
ranged them in different order. All of these signs and ways
were put together to form a rather difficult system. As the
years went by and the system became a set of habits, you
learned to call that system ‘a language’ .

1—2 What language learning is

Luckily , we were allowed to learn this system slowly. We
also had the help of parents and friends. We “studied ”the lan-
guage every waking hour. But now let’s turn our attention to
the person who learns a new language after he has learned his
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native language.

A person has learned a foreign language
(a) when he has learned its sound system (understand-
ing speech and speaking well) ,
(b) when he has learned to use its grammar, and
(c) when he has learned at least a limited vocabulary.

Therefore, a person has learned a foreign language when
he is able to understand and use the expressions he needs in
any situation. He has only in part learned a foreign language
when he can use and understand part of the exprwsions which
he needs.

That is, in the situation “ askin;; one’s way on the
street, ” one needs to use such expression as
(List A)  Pardon me.
Where’s the post office?
Thank you
: Well, thanks just the same.
* One also needs to understand expressions like,
(List B)  1t’s on Main Street; two blocks up that
. way.
I don* know. ’m a stranger hete my-
- self. ‘
: " You’re qum wdcome. S
ey e . i.f,w,\sérry. o . G e e
~ In the situation “small talk at tea of party, ” on‘the othet
" hand, one must use afd understand a different~ set of expte&-
sions. Some of them are. o



(List C)  Good evening.
Where’s your home?
It’s in Canada.
How interesting {
Are you a stranger here?
Yes, this is the first time I’ve been
here.

No expression appears on any two of these three lists, yet
the expressions you learn for one situation help you to learn.
the expressions you need for another situation. For example,
“where’s” occurs in Lists A and C. while “it’s”occurs in B and
C; The word “the ” is found in A and C; “stranger” and
“here” are found in B and C. Just as important is the fact that
the three lists use the same vowels and consonants and use the
same basic “sentence tones. ” The important thing for the stu-
dent is to learn how to use the things he learns from one situa-
tion in another.

Now let’s compare our two descriptions of language learn-
ing. The first talks about vocabulary, sound system, and
grammar. The second tatks about whole expressions in larger
situations. The two are closely trelated because what we carry
over from one situation to another is the sound system, the vo-
cabulary and the grammar of the language.

One more thing that you need to remember as you go
from country to country is to expect to find differences in how
people say things. But you must also expect to find differences
in what your students say in different situations. The most im-
portant and most difficult thing to remember is that the situa-
tions themselves change from culture to culture. You can see
this most easily in the objects that you see in various coun-
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