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Northwest China is the cradle of Chinese civilization. Although the
west has fallen into silence after centuries of splendor, and gradually be-
come underdeveloped and poor, we still have reasons to believe that the
splendor of the west shall not die out!

Entering the northwest and its history, you will find on the deserted
black gobi that every stone is telling a story: the black gravel embodies the
brilliance of the scorching sun and beacon-fire, and emits ancient but fancy
rays.

There were once about ten Mid-Asian grassland nationalities that had estab-
lished their kingdoms and empires, small or big. The courageous fine horses, the
merry and frank songs, and the echoing ox horns, all of these have left their
traces on this land.

With the mountains and deserts, grassland and plains of high-altitude and high-
latitude as its stage, the west has been creating wonders unprecedented in human
history in every oasis, river and valley in the course of mutual exchanges in
religious cultures and lives. The history is engraved on the temples, which are
also expecting the future. Legends and religions, glittering with the splendor of
humanistic ideas, like bright galaxy, are converged into the dawn of Chinese
civilization.

While everything began to disappear, in the war, or in the mud of life end,
they remained fresh as time goes by like statues on the earth and jades just un-
earthed.

The northwest, the eternal West! Here there was a splendid history and
it will definitely have an even more splendid future!
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This series of photo books,consisting of four volumes: “The Landscape of
West China” , “The Historical Sites and Relics” , “The Masterpieces of The
Mature” and “The Lost Civilizations” , unfolds a collection of photos and de-
scriptions of West China by two Chinese photographers who live in Northwest
China for a long time.They present a true West China to the readers,including
Gansu Province, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,Qinghai Province,Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region and the areas that are adjacent to them and share the
similar landforms with them, such as Tibet, the Western part of Inner Mongolia,
the Northern part of Sichuan. The Series does not include photos of Shanixi
Province, for there are bulks of publications, including photo books, about its
splendid history, culture and tourist resources that have been well known to the
country and the world. It is my sincere hope that those who read the series and
appreciate the photos will enjoy their discoveries of the unique landscape and

fascinating history of West China, and will devote whatever they can to the de-
velopment of this part of China,which is going on now.
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The Northwest China has magnificent mountains and rivers, and imposing altitude. At the west-most end, there is the Pamirs, which is called
the Roof of the World. From there on the east, there are famous mountains and giant peaks. such as Tianshan Mountains, Kunlun Mountains,
Qilian Mountains and its subordinate ranges of the Qinling. Near these main ranges, there are numerous other minor mountain ranges, which
divide the area into all types of lands; plateaus. hilly lands, valleys, Gobi-desert oases, basins and plains. Meanwhile, the multi-national culture
and colorful living styles have created magnificent human relics and have formed a prosperous picture of the ancient civilization of Northwest
West China.

As early as the Old Stone age. there were human activities in Northwest China, and the cultural layer of Gansu Qinan Dawan relics have been
testified with 7,000-8,000 years of history. Earlier than the Yangshao Culture in Shanxi province and about 4,000 years ago. Qijia Culture emerged
and then arose the culture of ancient times, which was also the Bronze Culture, like that in Inland China. The Bronze Culture of Northwest China
still has many divisions by the region, such as Siwa Culture around Longshan Region, Xindian Culture and Kayue Culture of Hehuang Region,
Huoshaogou Culture, Shajing Culture and the culture of Shanma in Hexi Corridor area, Nuomuhong Culture in West Qinghai, the culture of
vertical pit-wooden-outer coffin in East Tianshan Mountains of Xinjiang, the tomb culture of the ancient minorities on the Pamirs, and the culture
of earthen-outer coffin and stone coffin tombs in Yili River Valley, et. Although Northwest in a large sense, belongs to one region, it has wide
varieties of conditions. The ancient inhabitants of there, in their respective living places, created unique local cultures with their wisdom and
hardworking

Form the Han and Tang Dynasties on, the cultures of Inland China began to spread through Northwest China to Asia, Rome and places very far.
The first representation of cultural exchanges was the emergence and development of religions in the West. By that time religions, such as
Buddhism, Moni, Christianity and Islam had become an important part of the culture of Northwest China, influencing the orthodox culture of the
Inland China.

As history records have it, in 226 A.D., Buddhist monk Zhu Fahu came back from the ancient India with Buddhist scriptures. He deeply felt that
the important Buddhist Scriptures had not been translated and spread to the Inland China, so he went to the ancient India to learn 36 languages and
got 156scriptures in Sanskrit, which he brought back to the Inland China.

In 399 A.D., another Buddhist Monk, Faxian, went to India for learning Buddhist doctrines. He went through numerous difficulties on his way
but with wonderful results in 400A.D. Xuanzang. a great Monk of the Tang Dynasty, went on a journey to the ancient India and beyond to obtain
Buddhist scriptures. He stayed there for 17 years and after returning, he translated more than Buddhist scriptures in Daci-en Monastery according
to the demands of Empecror Taizun.

The prevalence of religion especially Buddhism brought forth the deve- lopment of religious art and architecture. In many famous mountains
and places, religious from the abroad mended with the local cultures , which produced grotto monasteries and religious art treasures with Dunhuang
Mogao Grottos and Buddha Palaces in Tibet as the respective representations.

The relics of religious civilization can be seen everywhere. In Gansu, . besides Mogao Grottoes, there are also Maijishan Grottoes in Tianshui ,
Bingling Temple Grottoes and Grottoes and Horse-hoof Monastery, etc., which are a wonder in the history of the world culture in terms of their
completeness and large scales. The Tar Monastery in Qinghai and monasteries in West Sichuan Province, SMALL And large, render the splendid
cultures of Northwest China, beautiful and significant. There are many Buddhist sites in Xinjiang, such as Beziklik Thousand Buddha Grottoes,
and Kezil Thousand Buddha Caves. However, it is the Islamic culture that that is the most prevailing, with the wonderful classic sites as the
masterpieces of the culture, such as Sugong Eminet, and Aidikah Mosque in Kashgar.

The written history of Tibetan is about 1300 years. before which the history was recorded in tales and legendary forms. The religious life throws
a mysterious veil on the Tibetan culture. On the highland, the influences of Tibetan Buddhism cam be seen from magnificent monasteries and the
most valuable cultural relics are kept in them, too. Tibetan medicine, astronomy. and calendar system are found very well preserved and inherited
by Lamas of the monasteries, which also function as the learning centers, libraries, hospitals, astronomic observation stations. The creation and
application of the Tibetan writing system was mainly for translating the Buddhist scriptures, and there are numerous wooden inscribed paintings
and scriptures. which are mainly about Buddhism in Tibet. And the religion influences every part of the social life of the Region and the spirit of
the religion dominates the life of the Tibetans.

The Northwest China, the eternal Northwest China; It glows with eternal spiritual splendor and spreads immortal humanism and culture.
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Gao Temple is located in the north of Zhongwei City, Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region, with an area of more than lﬁ 000 m?, which is divided
into two partsBaoan Monastery and Gao Temple. Baoan Monastery is in
the front, with its gate facing to the south. On both sides of the monastery
there are wing-rooms. The faAade is single-eave main hall, behind which
is the Gao Temple. The main buildings of the temple are Five Mountain
Hall, Three Palace Hall, the Founder Hall, Dacheng Hall, Wenwu Building
and Dragon King Palace, etc., which form the nine-column and three-
storey building. In addition, there are a two-storey three-column four-sloped
middle Building, Nantian Gate, Belltower and Drum-Building, Celestial
Pond and Sightseeing Platform, etc.
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The Imperial Mausoleum of Western Xia is a compound of the tombs of the emperors
of Western Xia Dynasty. It is located about 30 km west of Yinchuan city and lies at
the eastern range of Helan Mountains. It includes 8 cemeteries and more than 70
subordinate tombs. Each cemetery is a complete architecture work with a system of
its own, and at the four corners of each cemetery there are corner buildings indicating
the boundary of the cemetery. The Mausoleum had been broken and destroyed before
the Ming Dynasty; therefore, the remained architectures on the ground are only the
ruins, where a lot of construction materials and stone tablets in both Western Xia and
Han Chinese characters were found. The Mausoleum basically imitates that of Tang

styles and Northern Song Dynasty and it is an important historic site of the Western
Xia culture.
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Kongtong Hill is 14 km away from the Pingliang City, 2,123 meters above the sea
level; the landscape area for sightseeing is 14 km®. With magnificent mountain ranges
and great expanse of forest, it has been known as splendid sight in the world ever
since the ancient times. Precipitous peaks, grotesque caves and stones, floating clouds,
and the temples, kiosks, monasteries, towers, platforms built in the ancient times,
contribute to its deep cultural contents. Beautiful legends, religious activities, and the
story about Huang Emperor enquiring about the way of ruling from the Taoist
Guangcheng, make Kongtong Hill a renowned cultural site of a long history in the
Northwest of China.
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Maiji Hill is located in the recesses of the surrounding Sengmao
Moun(dln Luohan Rock, and Dujia Peak, resembling a stack of straw.

Maiji Hill is famous for its exquisite clay sculptures, famed as the Oriental
Gallcxy of Sculpture. The grottoes were dug during 384-417 A.D. Now
what are preserved are 194 caves, 7,200 statues of clay or stone figures,
and frescoes of 1,300 m’.
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The White-pagoda Hill is located on the north bank of the Yellow River,
Lanzhou, named after a pagoda on the top of the hill. In ancient times
people described it surrounding the Golden City as a protective screen,
and listed this White Pagoda over Hills as one of the 8 scenes of Lanzhou.
Here you will see soaring peaks, a pagoda nestling in the trees, temples,

pavilions and kiosks built in rows, and the Iron Bridge over the river; all
unfolds in beauty.
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The Five-spring Hill is the offshoot of Gaolan Mountain, elevation
1,600 m, and in the hill there are five springs. This is the origin of its

name. The five springs, like five pearls, are embedded among the
temples, kiosks and platforms, as well as trees and flowers.
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Bingling Temple lies at the west end of Liujiaxia Reservoir. The grottoes are distributed
over an area of 7 km, with several sites. the Upper Temple, Lower Temple, Cave Valley,
Buddha Platform, among which the Lower Temple is the most brilliant

Now there are 183 caves in existence, with 694 stone statues and 82 clay statues, 5
small towers and frescoes of 900m~. Most of them were built in the Tang Dynasty. The
number of the caves is 106. The stone sculptures in them are vivid, strong in character
and true to life. Bingling Temple is famous in the world for its stone sculptures
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Labuleng Monastery is located at Beixiqi, one kilometre west to the Xiahe County
proper, one of the 6 biggest monasteries of the Gelu School of Tibetan Buddhism, and
also the center of Buddhism for the adjacent area of Gansu, Qinghai and Sichuan. There
are 6 halls for reading sutras, 84 temple halls, 3 Tibetan buildings, 30 palaces, 500
scroll and sutras houses, 500 rooms for ordinary lamas, and a variety of towers, archways.
The architecture style of Labuleng is a mirture of the of Tibetan and Han , grand and
splendid, with a collection of thousands of Buddhist scrolls and priceless relics; it is a
valuable heritage in the treasure house of art in the country.

T



2 M F &

IFERFHEFRE 100 ABVH . |IINARFL, BEEHLXESEHEE
Beo—. BURT 17485, IHFAEIHHIME, BER—ENNER. SRR,
BRI, IEENISE. EFREFOASER, SRNEABANBNNK. =
FIEES, SHBUIIER—E, T2, 8. IIRFUBRFFHEHE
. BEHBAMOBHERDXE, BOISHERHESBEN.

Langmu Monastery is located at the border of Gansu and Sichuan provinces, 100 km southwest
of Luqu county, Gansu province. Founded in 1748, it is one of the monasteries of Tibetan Buddhism
in South Gansu. After the construction of the following dynasties, the monastery has reached a
large scale. There are four colleges: Wensi, Xijingang, Shilunjingang and the Medical College. The
main buildings are Maitreya Hall and three-storied Pagoda Hall, etc. The architecture of the
monastery is in harmony with the natural environment, and attracts many Buddhists here for
important Buddhist activities every year.
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The Wuwei Confucius Temple, located in the southeast of
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Giant —-buddha Temple, Zhangye
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Giant-buddha Temple, located in the southwest of Zhangye City, has three buildings:
the Giant-buddha Hall, Scroll Pavilion, and the Clay Tower. The Giant-buddha Hall is the
main building in the temple, 20 m in height, in the shape of an oblong, in which on the
Buddha platform in the right front there is a statue of Sakyamuni in meditation, for Eternal
Mortal Condition, 35 m in length, 7.5 m in shoulder breadth, 5.4m-long feet, over-4 m-
long ear, the largest lying Buddha indoors in the country.

11



