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THE WORLD s full of* wonderful things. The
sun shines, the wind blows, the rain falls. We see a
great flash of lightning® and we heay the loud thun-
der. We put a seed in the ground and soon a plant
may grow. We are part of a great, exciting universe.
It is fun to know as much as we can about it.3

Do you Eknow

Why we need the sun?
Why the moon seems bright?
How green plants grow?
What vour shadow is?
Have you ever wondered*
What makes rain and rainbows?
How fish breathe under water?
Why giraffes have long necks?
Whether ostriches can fly?
In this book, Jeanne Bendick answers these

1. full of %#T. 2. a great flash of lightning —NAPGH.
3. It is fun to know as much as we ecan about it. T s
RETRERIZ RIEH#y. 4. Have you ever wondered...? 47 &%t
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questions and many others. You will have fun reading
here about the world we live in. And you will have
fun finding out even morve things about the world by
yourself, for there are many, many interesting things
to sce if we kéep our eyes opemil '

1. keep our eyes open TEE .
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ALL AROUND YOU

The world we live on is a big, big, BIG
round ball. It is turning all the time, but you
cannot see or feel this turning. There are other
worlds, too, but the one we live on is called the
Earth. It is made of! soil and rock, trees and
grass, air and water, and all the other things
around you.

The sun shines on the earth, the rain falls
on it, the wind blows over it. The sun shines on
you, the rain falls on you, and the wind blows
your hat off.?2 You live on the earth, and every-
thing around you is part of it.®

i THE DAY

Have you ever seen the day begin? The dark
sky starts to look brighter. Then suddenly the
sky is all pink and red and gold and even a little

green.

1. made of Hi...ffr5%. 2. the wind blows your hat off im
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The earth has turned until the sun is shining
on the place where you are. This is what makes

it day.!

THE SUN

The sun looks like? a shiny gold plate, but it
is really a big ball. It is glowing fiercely all the
time, and its flames are much, much hotter and
bigger than any fire you have ever seen.3

The sun gives more light than alt the eléctric
lights in the world and more heat than all the
f‘urnaces.l It is like a gigantic heater that keeps
the earth warm. Without the sun, nothing would
grow in the world. '

The sun is farther away than the farthest
place you have ever been.* It is so far away that
no one can go there, not even in the fastest rock-
et ever made.®

1. This i1s what makes It day. fK&EXEEKEy. 2. look
like ... BiEk#.... 3. and Its flames are much, much “hotter
and bigger than any tire you have ever seen ERAERRBR
AMEMABBAAEL, A#8%. 4 The sun is fariher away than
the farthest place you have ever been, AR ELT Ry BT
MwHEEERX. 5 It is so far away that no one can go there,
Dot even in the fastest rccket ever made. = (:ip)) KiLT, 8
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THE NIGHT AND TEE STARS

The sun is always shining. But it can only
shine on one side of the earth at a time. It can-
not light the side that is turned away from it.
When the sun is shining on the other side of the
world, it is night where you are.!

At night, you can see the stars.

All day the stars are in the sky, but the
light from the sun is so bright you cannoi see
them. When the sun is gone, the stars are bright
enough to see. Stars look as tiny as pinheads,?
but some are even bigger than the sun. Big
things look little when they are far away. In the
sky, airplanes look like toys, but on the ground
you can see that they are big. Stars are millions
of times bigger than® airplanes. They look very
small because they are so far away. The sun is

closer than the other stars, so it looks bigger.

1. #t is night where you are {Rpr7eaytu bt RE%E. 2. as
tiny as pinheads /\f3# #fk—4:. 3. millions of times bigger

than ... 4 LB 515
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THE MOON

The moon is a ball, too, like the earth and
the sun. Sometimes it looks round and flat, like
a plate. Sometimes it looks like half a plate, or
like a thin slice of yellow melon. But whether
you can see it or not,! the moon is always round.
Part of it looks dark because it is turned away?
from the sun.

The moon is smaller than the stars, but it is
much nearer, so it looks bigger. And it has no
light of its own.® This sounds funny,* but moon-
light is only sunlight shining on the moon. You
see the moon all lit up by this sunlight, even
though the sun itself is out of sight.’

SHADOWS

Do you know what a shadow is? A shadow -
is a place where no light shines. Do you know

1. whether you can see it or not REHREREHER. 2. turn
away ¥id3k; @ddk. 8. it has no light of its own BECFRE
X. 4. This sounds funny ;XAIFAERBEZE (k¥%). - 5. ouf of
sight BRXRT: #4845 4

) ]

+



why no light shines there? Because something is
in the way.! If you are standing between the sun
and the pavement, there is a place just your
shape® where the sun cannot shine, and that is
your shadow.

Every shadow, whether it is yours or a tree’s
or the shadow of a skyscraper, is made the same

way.

CLOUDS AND THE BLUE SKY
AND RAINBOWS

When clouds float in front of* the sun, they
make shadows, too, because they keep sunlight
from shining on the ground beneath them.? Some-
times clouds look like cotton and sometimes they
look like gray smoke, but really they are made
of billions of° tiny raindrops or bits of ice, so
small and light that they float in the air like
little balloons. All these raindrops or icedrops -

1. In the way 73, #%&%. 2. just your shape ﬁ:gﬂﬁ;a
R —H—H (—sus). 3. in fromt of ... fE..¥1E.
4. keep ... from shinipg on the ground beneath them 44
Ko BEESAEIEM (&%) Fainyi. 5. billions of {775,



floating in a bunch! make a cloud. Even when
the whole sky looks gray with these clouds, the
sun is still there above the gray raindrops.

On fine days the sky looks very blue. Sun-
light is made of many colours and some of these
colours are scattered through the air better than
others.® On clear days you can see blue shining
from all over the sky. ;

Sometimes when the sun shines through mil-
lions of raindrops hanging in the air, we see all
the colours of the sun’s light -- red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet — in a
beautiful arch across the sky. We call that a
rainbow. Perhaps you have seen little rainbows
when sunlight shines into your soap bubbles.

- -AIR, WIND, THUNDER, AND
‘ LIGHTNING

| AlI\Aa\r_ound the earth there is air. We breathe
air, and so do other animals and plants.® The

1. in a bunch —g; —F. 2. Some of these colours are .
scattered through the air better than others. 3ty i frsfigs v,
Bleyse B i (A 8) BT k< Z. 3. We breathe air, and so
do other animals and plants. FMMERES, HMIHREDH
XAE
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sun shines through it, the clouds float in it. Air
holds up! birds and raindrops and airplanes.

When the air moves slowly, it is a breeze.
When it moves faster, it is a wind. That is what
wind is — air moving.2

Sometimes when the wind blows very hard
there is a storm. And sometimes thunder and
lightning come with® a storm. Do you know what
lightning is? It is electricity in the sky. But
electricity in the sky hasn’t any wires to go
through,* so it has to jump from one place to
another.® A flash of lightning is electricity jumping
— from cloud to cloud, or from a cloud to the
ground.

Lightning heats the air through which it
goes, making that air swell up.® This causes the
big noise that is thunder.

1. hold wp 3, Fc#¥fh. WAMRARSE IS, WL 24k
k- 2. That is what wind Is — alr moving. =54k
— M AR, 3. come with ... [#...iif. 4. But eleetricity in
the sky hasn’t any wires to go through. {8 RZeryi d%Ardy
LR, to go through @il 5. 5. jump from ore
place to another M—4hikh 7 —4h. 6. Lightnipg heats the air
through which it goes, making that air swell up. FJus @ilx%,
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FOG AND RAIN

Sometimes the clouds are very low, so low
they touch the ground and wrap themselves
around the trees and float above the water. We
call that fog, or mist.

When the tiny drops of water that make
clouds or fog get very close together! they join
and make bigger drops. These drops are too heavy
to float in the air?, so they fall down. And
that is rain.

THE YEAR

A year is a long time — as long as it takes
the earth to go around the sun,® as long as from
one birthday to another. Lots of things* happen
in a year — one Easter, one Thanksgiving, one
Christmas, one spring, one summer, one autuinn,
-and one winter.

1. got closo together iEitrr—iE. 2. too heavy to float in

the air X®\ T, FERTEESH. too...to k..., Lhk.... 3. as
long as it takes the earth to go around the sun fihikisAR

W—HegE —4ek. 4. lots of things £y
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Spring is the morning of the year, when
everything wakes up.! Leaves pop out? of the
trees, flower plants come out of the ground, and
animals that have slept all winter pop out of
their holes. Spring is the time for planting. Then
the ground is soft and warm from the rain and’
the sun.

Summer is the daytime of the year. It is the
time for growing. The sunshine is hot and bright
and all the growing things stretch up® to meet
it. Plants cannot be strong and healthy without
the sun. Flowers get bright and fruits get ripe.*
Birds sing, and all kinds of . things grow and
stretch.

Autumn is the evening of the year, the har-
- vest time.® The last fruits and grains ripen and
are picked. Some animals grow thicker coats, and
they will be warm when winter comes. Someé
animals store food. They will not be hungry
when there is no food to find. Plants finish mak-
ing their seeds. Leaves fall to the ground. After

1. wake up MNE; FiAE. 2. pop oul (ZeRR) fhH; BH.
3. streteh up ffiHi; B@JF. 4. Flowers get bright and fraits got

ripe. EJURLKAEREERN, Ry Wi 5. harvest time i3k
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a while they crumble and become part of the
soil.

Winter is the night time of the year, the
time for resting. In cold places, gardens and fields
rest, and so do seeds, waiting for! the warmth of
spring. Many animals rest in their caves and
holes and hardly do a thing but breathe.? This is
the time of year when the days are short and
the nights are very long.

SNOW

In some parts of the world it always stays
warm,® but in other places winter is the time of
cold and snow and frozen things.

There is always water in the air. When the
air is very cold, snowflakes fall instead of* rain.
Millions and ‘millions of snowflakes come down,
and no two are ever exactly alike.5

1. walt for %4#:. 2. hardly do a thing but breathe B Tre
RIS, LFAH244T. 3. 1t always stays warm & (5fg) Ha
—IgEgfry. 4. Instead of K., ... (WAER: AT, M%)
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