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Preface

China has a great heritage of strategists in war and business. The
writings of Sun Tzu have been applied to business strategy and marketing
in the U.S. and the West looks constantly for new and ancient Chinese
conceptions of strategy to apply to the ever unrelenting battle for value
through competition.

It is a great pleasure and honor for me to write this preface to Profes-
sor Shi Xianwen's new book "The OK Strategic Theory”. Drawing on the
heritage of Chinese strategic thinking and adding his own contemporary un-
derstanding, insight and system, Professor Shi gives us an invaluable tool
for strategic planning in business. His approach to business strategy will be
helpful to a whole new generation of managers and executives in China
who are competing to create greater value for customers in the Chinese
domestic market and in the global market.

Over the past several years Professor Shi has invited me to speak on
marketing at his strategy forums. | have had the pleasure of getting to
know him personally, as well as meeting many of his WBSA associates in
Tsingtao, Beijing, Nanjing and other great cities. | admire the commitment to
business planning that this organization is developing among business pro-
fessionals throughout China. | hope that Professor Shi will visit United
States and that his work will be translated into English for the benefit of
American students of strategy. Our business executives need to stretch their
minds to the East and learn how to succeed peacefully and prosperously

with a good dose of Chinese wisdom.

Milton Kotler, President
Kotler Marketing Group
Washington, DC, USA
December 1, 2002
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