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ssed, poverty-stricken city. Most of the people don't have jobs. There's nothing to
it with,” says Wayne Coyne, singer/guitarist, speaking about the band's

nﬂl‘ places to live,” offers bassist Mike lvins.
a5 the “lack of anything else to do™ there that inspired the Flaming Lips’ initial
Cayne’s il"lt s “barter system,” they thought they would make the record, and that would “be about it.

plan going into it.”
Gight years and five albums later, the current incarnation of the Lips, including drummer Steven and guitarist

 whom dislike their last names), are sitting in the dressing room of the Whiskey A Go-Go in a circle of
irs. Tonight's headlining performance will mark their first L.A. gig in support of their major label debut,
in the Futusa Haad =
It doesn't really feel like, ‘Welcome to the Corporate World,'™ says Coyne in regard to theil ‘Warner Bros. signing. “It's just
rore organized. When they signed us, we never got the idea that they thought, ‘Okay. you guys go make the perfect record and sell
0 million copies.’ They just want us to make Flaming Lips records. If our next record sounds like we've sold out, it would be
ecause of us."This release did get them thei t Parental Advisory label. Even if the only so-called “explicit lyric” on the album
'tm' the eee “1 think it was the ‘fucked’ that di he continues. “You can say ‘fuck’ but you can’t mean fucking. It's fine to say
: “fuck off.' You just can't mean that unspeakable deed. To me, the label looks stupis in the corner (of the CD jacket). The only argument
heard for it was that someone like Wal-Mart wouldn't carry it. But most people who buy our records don't go in there anyway. They
wouldn't carry Nevermind either. Or didn't they put a sticker over his dick?”
“1 saw the Guns n’ Roses record there,” injects Ivins.

"They'll sell anythinn if thex think they ran make manex aff it " saws Covme
two different studios in New York in 1991, Hit to Death was supposed 1o be released on St. Patrick’s Day (March 17, 1992), but Biz Markie

Recorded

fouled up the plan.
“Around Christmas ‘91, the Biz Markie sampling suit went down,” explains Coyne. In it, singer Gilbert 0'Sullivan successtully swed the Biz for

his blatant sample of “Alone Again Naturally.” “That really fucked Warner Brothers up. Anything that had a sample on it had to get approved, and we
had used this Michael Kamen Brazil sample. The record had been done for six months, and no one cared unti the suit. The sample was from the movie,

and movie people don’t reg v
- More than a year after its completion, an agreement was reached and the album was released. Produced by the Lips
and Dave Fridmann, the album shows that the Lips remain completely unaffected, creating garage-pop-thrash &
psychedelia with genuine wit and a sense of (There's that unli unlisted 30 minute track...)
Over the years, the Lips have undergone several personnel changes. In the beginning, Coyne's brother,
Mark, was the lead vocalist. But he quit shortly after the first EP, and now, “works for Dad. He owns a house.

Reduced to a three-piece band, they atiracted the atiention of L.A.'s independent Restiess Records. Three records
later, drommer Richard English left. On their fourth albam, In a Priest Driven Ambulance, they became a foursome
again, adding second guitarist Jonathan Donahue and drummer Nathan Roberts. Both perform on Hit to Death but
left prior to the album’s release. Donahue now concentrates on his band, Mercury Rev, while Roberts “married an
il snman and loct his desice ™
Bassist Ivins has been with the group since day one, despite nearly being electricuted by the
‘hine during a couple of live performances. The current line-up plans on recording soon.
ke we have any other options,” says Coyne. “This is what we do. We can't go back 1o school. There's nothing else
is, ot we do nothing.”
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Alternatives therapy’ and counselling techniques
are growing in populanity.

But are they, just a New Age
fad,a financial con: trick,
or as important as alternative
| medicine?
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Experience the exhilaration of 20/20
creative vision in Chicago. Plan now to
attend®Ke one Gonference that Focuses
on both' ithe business and creative
aspects oF Deeli, s s oo ssonss s guaghis e

at the 1993 HOW Deann Canfe:pm e on Business and the Creative Process.
Choose from an ec]ectlc collection of enlightening and
inspiring sessions For improving your business skills and
stimulating your creativity: pricing your work © Self-promotion strate-

gies © High-end design for low-budget projects © Getting our time
Starting your own design business © inside MTV © New dimensions in computer
design © Exploring g opportunities © One project...three approaches

You'll meet and share ideas with designers from around the qlo‘ e. And you'll
return to work inspired by the knowledge and wisdom of these world-class
speakers: Primo Angel © ilise/Benun © Joe Duffy © Patrick Fiorentino
Louis Fishauf © Jael Fuller © Mike Hicks © Afexander Isley © Judy
Kirpich © Leslie Leventman © Rick Valicenti © John Waters

Cre tiv
hOl

v ' sm‘l I The 1993 How Design Conference

on Business and The Creative Process.

April 25th thru 28th, 1993. The Westin Hotel, CHICQAZO, itlinors.
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