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The Best Places To Raise A Family

We listened to the experts; parents themselves.

Where’s the best place to raise a family? Working with
the Ropef Center for Public Opinion Research, Reader’s Di-
gest polled parents across the country about factors affecting
family life.

They told us their most important requirements for a
family-friendly area—an absence of crime, low rates of drug
and alcohol abuse®, good public schools, first-rate health
care and a clean environment. Then came an affordable cost
of living and strong economic growth.

These factors were weighted, based on the importance
that parents gave them. Then they were stacked up a-
gainst® statistical and demographic® portraits of 301
metropolitan® areas, large and small, throughout the coun-
try. Using measurable, uniform indicators —such as FBI®
crime data, per-capita income growth® and EPA? air-quality
ratings —we ranked each area.

The metropolitan areas we compared are the same stan-
dard geographical divisions used for national statistical sur-

veys. These metro areas include city and suburban neigh-
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borhoods and sometimes even ncighboring cities and towns.
None is without problems. But places that achieved high
overall scores in our survey are places that can provide what
parents want the most for their families.

The top cities may surprise you for their mix of size, lo-
cation and disparate ambiance®. Winners ‘were scattered
across the country from coast to coast. Most of the top ten
were in the northern tier-no “sunny paradise” climates.
Smaller is beautiful ,says the survey ;six of the top ten places
have populations of less than 250, 000. But two major
metropolitan areas, with million-plus populations, also made
the top ten.

After analyzing the survey data, The Digest sent an edi-
torial team out to the top ten metro areas to hear from local
parents themselves. We found that if any one thread runs
through the fabric of all these places, large and small, it is
the golden one called “community” .—the concerned neigh-
bors, active churches and community groups that stand be-
hind safe streets, strong schools and thriving towns.

Here’s a closer look;

1. Sheboygan, Wisconsin

“We consider Sheboygan a secret haven,” says Ann
Scharcer, 39, a mother of four: Just 50 miles north of Mil-
waukee, ‘it is-a secret no longer.

‘The town that scored No. 1 overali got especially high

marks for its affordable cost of living and extracurriculsr
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school activities. “It’s easy to live here, easy to get a job,
easy to have someone watch your kid,” says Joe Gulig, city
editor of the Sheboygan Press. Frank Kolenc, 78, who re-
cently retired after 52 years at a nearby foundry®, explains;
“If kids get themselves in trouble, someone is going to see it
and tell their parents.”

Sheboyganites may take such an active interest in their
children because people put down deep multigenerational
roots. Many families in town are third-or fourth-generation
descendants of German and Dutch immigrants who came in
the 19th century and stayed. Today, a healthy economy and
pleasant life-style keep many young people in the area — 28
percent of the population is 20 or younger; 66 percent is un-
der 45.

Neighborhoods in this city of 51,000 are filled with
well-kept homes. Supermarket shoppers leave their car doors
unlocked. Preteens® walk home alone after dark from soccer
or hockey games. And though Sheboygan faced some rough
economic times. in the late *70s and early "80s, unemploy-
ment is a microscopic two percent, thanks to the city’s many
light industries.

2. Kenosha, Wisconsin

When Ruben Silguero came to Kenosha locking for a
job as a police man, the chief of police personally waived?
the residency requirement so that Silguero could “get a few
paychecks under my belt ”in order to bring his wife and two
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small kids from Chicago. an hour’s drive to the south.
“Kenosha gave me a home when I had nothing except the
stuff I packed in my truck.” Silguero says.

Cassell Lawson, a vice president at Kenosha’s Gateway
Technical College, explains: “Kenoshans like to see good
things happen, and they work at it. ” Signs remind everyone
to “Keep Kenosha Clean,” and this tidy l.ake Michigan city
of 84,000 really means it. A youth group even has a “graffiti
swat team®” that removes graffiti free of charge.

Kenosha’s biggest resource, says Rev. Olen Arrington
of the Second Baptist Church, “is its community spirit and
its people.” On the day Orville Johnson, who is white,
moved to Kenosha, his first visitor was a black neighbor.
“He introduced himself and offered the use of his lawn mow-
er?,” Johnson says. Qver the next, 13 years, “we watched
one another’s children grow and were there for each other
whenever someone needed a hand.”

Eric Koster, father of two, remembers the way his
neighbors pitched in when his mother was dying of cancer.
“People would cook for her, clean, run errands?,"” he says.
“It seemed like she was part of everyone’s family, not just
ours. ”

3. Fort Collins-Loveland, Colorado

“I hate to advertise this as a great place to live, but we
love it, "says United Parcel Service driver David Nelson, 32,

as he cheers his 11-year-old son’s soccer team at a large in-
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