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Unit 1

Passion for Cities
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@P Pre-reading Questions

1. List your favorite city or cities,why do you like it or them?

2. The author lists a series of cities which have given him enlightening. Notice how does the au-

thor connect the different individual parts (cities) into a whole passage, especially the con-

nected words in the beginning of each part?



* * * * w x

(1) Love apart, and perhaps wine, more than anything else I enjoy looking at cities—not looking
at them methodically ( 4k A3 Hb ), or even analytically, but just as E. M. Forster recommended
long ago, “wandering aimlessly around.” The pleasure they have given me has been varied, ranging
from the delight of sheer serendipity' to the satisfaction of knowledge gained or anticipation fulfilled,
and now that I have visited (with one single exception)all the incontestably( G R] G+ #b ) great cities
of the earth. I find myself sorting my favorites not just by degrees of enjoyment, but by category.
(2) For example, nobody could seriously deny that the most beautiful of all cities is Venice: the
Shakespeare of cities’, as it was once called, all on its own’ ; water lapped, shadow-dappled, tower-
crowned', gilded and flagged and marvelously chimneyed, stacked so subtly beside its lagoon that as
you sail past its palaces in your long black gondola’ its layers seem to be moving, building behind
building like a marble ballet.
(3) On the other hand, for intricacy of interest nowhere can match London, the most richly experi-
enced, adaptable, devious and cynical of capitals. London is a theatre. Nothing is unpremeditated
there, almost nothing is altogether frank, from the astonishing permutation(HE%1]) of royalty (clank of
cavalry down the Mall’, billow of golden ensign above the Palace’ )to the infinite sense of gentlemanly
cunning that informs the financial quarter of the City® . For stimulus and rejuvenation($#(k & % /1), for
staying up late and dancing in the park—well, hackneyed ([ /& #9 ) though the judgment seems, it can
only be New York. I am always more than myself in New York® : partly because of its architectural in-
tensity, that masonry thicket of Manhattan'®, partly because of its climatic extremes, but chiefly be-
cause nearly everybody I know there is cleverer (if not necessarily wiser) than I am.
(4) Mind you, or majesty, for tremendousness, I think another American city beats it. Charles
Dickens was told by his train conductor, when he first went to Chicago, that he was entering “the boss
city of the universe' .” It is hardly that, but all the same no other city so impresses me with the scale
of the human potential. That magnificent lakefront, those terrific windy boulevards, that stupendous
Sears Skyscraper””, like a slab of living rock left standing when the rest of a precipice was quarried
away— Chicago is a city fit for giants.
(5 1 suppose one must grant that Paris is the most elegant of cities still, but I have never really
responded to it. I prefer a more spontaneous kind of stylishness, and I find it preeminently in Rio de
Janeiro” . Rio is urbane and squalid cheek by jowl, but its overwhelming characteristic is charm. Set
there on its lovely bays, serenely supervised by its hilltop figure of Christ, it seems design to sooth the
cares away. More than any other city it possesses what the Arabs call baraka™, the gift of being
blessed, and of bestowing blessings, both at the same time.
(6) I detested Sydney when I first went there, but it has grown on me—partly no doubt because I
have matured, but partly because it has blossomed miraculously during the twenty years I have known
it. Now if I were asked to name the jolliest city, I think my mind would spring at once to the good-na-
tured bustle of the Circular Quay" , the shambled bonhomie of Kings Cross", the mordancy( % ) of
the Sydney taxi drivers and the inimitable Sydney humour.
¢)) The city where I really grew up, where 1 experienced I suppose the most formative years of my
2



young adulthood, was Cairo, and it remains for me in many ways the grandest of them all. As Charles
Doughty'’ observed of the Arabs, it has its feet in a sewer but its brow touches heaven. As old as the

Sphinx ,

as brash as television, with its incomparable medieval center'® , the desert that hems it in and

the benign old Nile that flows through the middle of it, it is truly the great heart of towns, added by
poverty, inefficiency and bad luck, but ennobled always by human sympathy .

(8}

And there remains one more category of city than enthralls me” the tantalizing city, the myste-

rious the beckoning, the never-quite-understood. Of all the supreme cities of the earth, for me the
most tantalizing is Beijing, because that’s the one I've never been to.

g

Notes

1. sheer serendipity: Zli/® 4=

N

[Y-J- - B Y

17.

18.
19.

. the Shakespeare of cities: #FTlT P ZRAH¥ , AP L H TN ZFERETREH B A H

B

. all on its own = on its own account; independently

. water-lapped, shadow-dappled, tower-crowned: K H )¢ , IR, KB R R
. Gondola: (BRJBHTE MK L 178 H ) KIE K f

. the Mall: fE¥(X MWW LM (St. James Park) FRBH B

the Palace: #§ H % {UE (Buckingham Palace)
the city = the city of London

. 1 am always more than myself in New York: EAARBRBBRB#E,
10.

. the boss city of the universe: 5§58 —I% ,boss: (f8)B— WY
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

masonry thicket of Manhattan: EREEATRL)ERNHERRN

Sears Skyscraper: L8R Sears Tower, 78 /R ¥ A B (3 H 2 1tk F B g ) XM )

Rio de Janeiro: AR /S (B HHEOHT)

baraka: [BUHRL{E @AM BB AL

the Circular Quay: ¥iJe T % ¥ b .08k

the shambled bonhomie of Kings Cross: BT +% X 1 2 BB KR K , bonhomie BILIE,
iGN cheerfulness; Kings Cross: &8 i K—/Nfj Mk R 5K Pl

Charles Doughty: ZE/R 3 - ¥ (1843 - 1926) , WETE X, iRATH , LAWCHE % “7E BT 1L
AV BMe4T” (“Travels in Arabia Deserts” , 1888) i M4 o

medieval center: &R T 28wk P L

And there remains one more category of city than enthralls me: 5%5%"‘*"3&*&&*
%, than ZE L FASR R AR HIAEE , B X L5 thet #3E,



% Exercises

I .Match words in column A with the corresponding words or phrases in Column B.
Column A Column B

1.addle a.phrases used too often to be meaningless
2. cliche b.unchanging ideas or images without individuality
3. permutation c.dirty
4 . hackney d. good chance
5 . squalid e.distinctive, matchless
6. stereotyped f. arrangement
7 . serendipity g. confused with
~8.serenely h.entice, provoke
9. inimitable i.calmly
10. tantalize j - (of phrase)get used of , becoming dull

I .Filling the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate words given below.

cynical, ironic, sarcastic , mordant , precipice

1.The humour given by Sydney drivers relaxing the tourists.

2.We heard his remarks about the “speed” and “competence” of the waiters from
across the table.

3. The country’s economy was on the edge of the

4. His death gave an twist to the short story.

5. They’ve grown rather about democracy after they worked.

K .Fill in the blanks with the following given words without turning back to the passage.
hems , benign , old , incomparable, greatheart , sympathy , brash , inefficiency
As 1 as the Sphinx, as 2 as television, with its 3 medieval center,
the desert that 4 it in and the 5 old Nile the flows through the middle of it,
it is truly the 6 of the towns, addled by poverty, 7 and bad luck, but enno-
bled always by human 8 - .



What’s Right About Reading
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%’3 Pre-reading Questions

1. What kind of books do you like to read? Have you ever read “Jane Eyre” and “Gone with the
Wind?”

2. What does the author obtain from reading from the childhood?

3. What’s the culture background of the point of view that “reading somehow is useless”?

w w w w * *

(1) Ever since I was very small, I've had the sense that I ought to be somewhere else. I remem-
ber watching trains click by—a blur (#} ) of grey, the diamond glitter of sunshine on glass—and
wishing I was aboard. I remember going to the airport with my parents when I was 13 and reading the
destinations board, seeing all the places that I could go to: San Juan, Cincinnati, LosAngeles, Lon-
don.

(2) But the trains sped by and the planes took off without me, so I wandered the world through
books. I went to Victorian England in the pages of Middlemarch' , and to St Petersbhurg before the fall
of the tsar with Anna Karenina’. I went to Tara and Manderley and Thornfield Hall, all those great
houses with their high ceilings and high drama, as I read Gone with the Wind, Rebecca and Jane

3

Eyre™ .

(3) My home was in a pleasant place outside Philadelphia. But I really lived, truly lived, some-
where else. I lived within the covers of books.
(4) There was a heavy upholstered (3% % % T ) ) chair in our house, a big one, with curled

arms and a square ottoman (% # ) ¥ T ) sitting in the living room diagonal to the fireplace, with a ta- -
5



ble next to it. In my mind, I am flung into it, reading, with my skinny legs slung over one arm. “It’s
a beautiful day,” my mother is saying. She said at always—autumn, spring. even when there was a
fresh snowfall . “All your friends are outside.”

(5) It was true; they always were. Sometimes I went out with them, coaxed into the street, out
into the fields, down by the creek, drawn by the lure of what I knew intuitively was normal childhood .
I have clear memories of lifting rocks at the creek to search for crayfish, of laying coins on the tram
tracks and running to fetch them, flattened, when the tram had passed.

(6) But there was always a part of me, the best part of me', at home, within some books laid flat
on the table to mark my place, its imaginary people’ waiting for me to return and bring them back to
life. That was where the real people were, the trees that moved in the wind, the still, dark waters.
(7 In books I travelled, not only to other worlds, but into my own. I learned who | was and I
wanted to be, what I might aspire to, and what I might dare to dream about my world and myself. In
the vears since those days in my big chair, I have leamed that I was not alone in my devotion to
books, although at the time it seemed 1 was the only child anyone knew who preferred reading to ice
skating or playing kick-the-can.

(8) By the time I became an adult, I realised that the world was often as hostile, or at least as
blind, to the joy of reading as my girlfriends had been when they banged on our screen door, begging
me to put down the book— “that stupid book,” they usually called it.

(9) While we pay lip service to the virtues of reading’ , there is still in our culture something that
suspects those who read too much ( whatever “too much” means) as lazy, aimless dreamers, as people
who need to grow up and come outside where the real life is, as people who think themselves superior
in their separateness, There is something in our character—a certain hale and heartiness—that is suspi-
cious of reading as anything more than a tool for advancement. We also prize sociability and community
and believe that alone leads to loner, loner to loser. Any sort of turning away from human contact is al-
ways suspect .

(10) We Americans have a get-out-and-get-going ethos' . The images of presidents that stick are
those that portray them as men of action: Theodore Roosevelt on safari, John Kennedy throwing a foot-
ball around with his brothers. There may only be Abraham Lincoln to give solace to the figure sitting by
the fire who believed that books held the knowledge he so eagerly sought. “My best friend’s the man
who’ll get me one®,” he once said.

(1) Perhaps deep inside we readers are dissatisfied people, yearning to be elsewhere, to live vica-
riously ( [A] $ /& 3Z B/} ) through words in a way we cannot live directly through life. Perhaps we are
the world’s great nomads, if only in our minds. I travel today in the way I once dreamed of traveling as
a child—on aeroplanes and in trains. And the irony is that I don’t care for it very much. I am the sort
of person who prefers to stayvat home, surrounded by family, friends, familiarity, hooks. The only
thing I do like about traveling is the time on aeroplanes spent reading.

(12) It turns out when my younger self thought of taking wing, she wanted only to let her spirit
soar. Books are the plane, and the train, and the road. They are the real destination, and the journey
too. They are home.

6
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Notes

1.Middlemarch: B¥EERITIHRH N EHF (1819 - 1880) B A th WAE &

2.

and to St. Petersburg before the fall of the tsar with Anna Karenina: 8| £ 1% K3
WME KA ELERE  Anna Karenina : IR - R ENESFTHEALLER-F
L1

. 1 went to Tara and-*-as I read Gone With the Wind, Rebecca and Jane Eyre: TZEE“B”,

“BRBRNE A TS, BAEMNRRKE, RENEFHRAERRNE,
LRERGHHE

. the best part of me: REBIFHIRE
. its imaginary people: (/NS ) B # A ¥

6. pay lip service to the virtues of reading: (&) 1k E RGBIEH R ITAL , 48 O B W L

AE

. get-out-and-get-going ethos : B % 5t i £ 3 ) SR
. “My best friend’s the man who'll get me one.” : “WEBHFHPRARBLER - FBHA7,

one 1§ one book .
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Exercises

I .Find the corresponding words of the similar meaning in column B for each word in col-

umn A.
Column A : Column B
1. glitter a.illusive
2. solitary . b . termination
3. sociability c.cajole
4. imaginary d.insight
5. coax e. lonesome
6. blur f.flare
7. vicariously g. gregariousness
8. upholstered h.vague
9. destination i.indirectly
10. intuition j. covered
1 . Idioms are vivid part of English language, which we can not see the meaning from their

lookings. Please match the idioms in Column A with their Chinese meaning in column
B.

Column A Column B
1.Diamond cut diamond, crook cut crook a. B ERRE



