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POETRY

INTRODUCTION

POETRY IN THE UNITED STATES

Although poetry is one of the oldest forms of literature, it was
almost two centuries before a really fine poem was written on the
New Continent after the first settlement of the Puritans in the be-
ginning of the 14th century. There had been much writing of verse
in the Colonial Period and the Period of Revolution, but it lacked the
sophistication and charm which constitute good poetry. Therefore,
there were not many good poems before the 17th century.

The first great wave of poetry came in the first half of the 19th
century with the works of William Cullen Bryant. Upon its crest
rode Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, John G. Whitter, Oliver W.
Holmes, and James R. Lowell. Even Emerson and Thoreau, the
two great Transcendentalists, whose greatest messages were given in
“prose, contributed their share in poetry. Edgar Allan Poe, who
stood in isolation and whose genius, originality and eccentricity are
now known worldwide, added his name to American poetry in this
period.

To a great extent, the period from around the Civil War time to
the end of the 19th century was an age of prose. However, two of
the greatest American poets lived in this period; Walt Whitman and
Emily Dickinson. Only the voice of the former was heard then,
while the latter’s poems seem to belong to the 20th century rather
than to the 19th.



