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Unit One

Cur College Life cresm)

What does your college life look like? Is there any difference hetween your college
life and your life in middle school? What kind of college life should one bave?

@@W @mg Warm-up Exercises

Listen to the tape and fill in the blanks with what you hear. Then read afier
the tape. The part in parentheses is the ciue to help you get the correct

answer,
1. A. How do you spell “feaf’?
B. How do you spell “leace™?
2. A. How do you spell “es”?
B. How do you spell “sm”?
3. A. What’s a“s"?
B. What’s “us”?
4. A. How do you spell “aow’?
B. How do you spell “adaws”?
5. A, What's “sd”?
B. What's “lead’?
6. A. How do you spell “Aeliece”?
B. How do you spell “delief"?
7. A. What’s a gea?
B. What's a cad?
8. A. What does “{ghf” mean?
B. What does “augh?’ mean?

(It falls in winter,)

(1t has five letters.)

{ft’s very cold.)

( Without them, you can'’t see.)
(An English letter. )

(A word which refers to oneself
and more others. )}

{It's white.)

{The opposite is “fast”.}

(4 color)

(A metal.)

(It has seven letters.)

(It has six letters.)

(A kind of hat.)

{A taxi.)

(The opposite of “heavy”.)
(The opposite of “wrong’™.)

Essential College English 1
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9. A Ist’tita good puige? { Yes, did you win it?)
B. Isn’t it a good gaice? (Yes, it's really cheap.)
10. A. What did you auas4? {My clothes.)
B. What did you wadaé? {A movie.)

— NOTE This exercise is to ask students to review some English consonants that =

are possibly mispronounced, and it is designed for communicative purpose. {f a sound is |

misprancunced, the meaning conveyed is different. |
R e e —— I

= Il. Listen to the following sentences and use correct forms of the verb 1o fiil in
the blanks. Then repeat the sentences after the tape.

1. We really usdswisod what we leamed and it wouldn't de easdy jorgattan.

2. You know in the past, we wess wied & depending on our parents (o asangs everything
for us, but now we must do it all by ourselves,

3. When we deed at home, most of us 4ed never shared our bedrooms with others, but
OW We 4ase 10 dO 50, 50 we must learn how to be considerate.

4. In middie school, the teacher sxploined everything to us. We were used to fobing notes
and leasming them by heart. By contrast, at college the teacher only espdains the main
points and the most difficult parts.

5. Anyone can become o éefies dludant if he oOf she wants Z.

W@ Our New Life
PARS (5]
Study the following words and phrases before listening.

method | 'medad / n. F ik

learn sthr. by heart Tk

broken Englisi e EE
pronunciation | pranansi'eifon / n. 25
intonation  intau'neifon / n. EH



reasoniabiy | ‘ri:zonobli / ad.
depend on
considerate f kan'sidorit / a.
COME ACross
contrast | ‘kantrazst / n.
by contrast
pass {pa:s/ vt
a top student
reguiariy f regjulali / ad.
attitude [ 'atitju:d / n.
troubie | 'trabl / vt
tip I tip / n.
subfect | 'sabdzikt / n.
freshimar / 'fre[ man / n.
extracurricuiar { 'ekstroka'tikjuls / a.
exciting / ik'saitin / a.

L

Dialogue 1

Peter is a freshman at university. He lives on campus. Today is weekend. He
comes back home and he is mow talking about his new experiences in English

—

class with his mother.
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Peter: Mum, I'm home.
Mother:

Peter:
Mother:

Peter:

Really? Tell me about it.

Mother:
the text.

Tapescript -

Oh, it’s you, Peter. Welcome back home! How’s everything going?
Not bad. Very exciting, actually. Everything is new and different to me.

Today 1 had my first English class and to my surprise, onr English teacher
is very yonng. Guess what he asked us to do?
Of course, he wosld ask you to take notes carefully wben he explaived

Essential College English 3
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Peter: No! He asked us to open our textbook and read the title of the passage |
only.
Mother: Then what did he do?
Peter; He asked us to guess what the story might be about,
Mother: Do you like the way he taught?
Peter: Yes.Ithink it’s much better than the old method. We didn’t just take notes
and learn everything by heart. We really understood what we learned and
it wouldn’t be easily forgotten.

=

Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer for each of the following
questions.

1. How did Peter feel about his new college life? (&)
A. It’s terrible. B. It’s exciting.
C. It’s strange. D. It’s surprising.

2. What did Peter's English teacher ask them to do first in class? ©)
A. He asked them to listen carefully.
B. He asked them to open the textbook and read the story from the beginning to
the end.
C. He asked them to open the textbook and read the title only.
D. He asked them (o take notes carefully.
3. What's Peter’s opinion toward his teacher’s teaching method? (4)
A. He likes it very much.
B. He thinks it’s very strange.
C. He has no idea at all.
D. He dislikes it.

. Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blanks with the information you've

heard.
Dialogue 1
1. Mekpas back home! gow's sverydheing going!

2. Today | had me s Euglish class and to T SUIpFise, OUr English teacher is seuy gousg.
Guess what ke asbed s & do?



3. Of course, he would ask you 10 foke ssfes carefuily when he explained the text,
4., He osbed wi lo gusss what the story might be abont.

5. We didn’t just dake selec and fears sosryihing by hasrl.

Dialogue 2

Peter is tatking with his classmate Monica about their extracurricular activities
in English.

~—  Tapeacript —

Monica:
Peter:
Monica:

Peter:
Monica:
Peter:

Monmica:
Peter:

Monica:
Peter:

Did you enjoy yourself at the English party last night?

Yes, of course, Didn't you?

No. Actually I think it’s a waste of time. It takes up too much time from
our studies.

But when we prepared for it, we were practicing English.

And most of the time, we just spoke broken English, It didn’t really help.
Then you think we should shut our mouth unless we can speak perfect
English? I'm afraid in that way we can never leam to speak good English.
And the English plays, I think they are useless too.

Of course, they’re helpful. Just think of me. After I played a role in it, my
pronunciation and intonation are much better than before.

Is that so? Maybe next time I'll try.

We heve a lot of activities at the English party. Since you can sing well,
why don’t you try English songs next time?

vy

&=l |. Listen to the dielogue and decide whether the following statementa are true or

false.

T 1. There was an English party last might.

F 2. Monica enjoyed herself at the party.

F 3. Monica will never take part in the activities at English party.
T 4. Peter thinks it’s very helpful and useful to play English plays.

Essentiel College English
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Il. Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blanks to complete Peter and Monica's

opinions on extracurricular activities.

Peter’s opinion:;

1. After 2 pdaged a aode in English play, my pronuncisation and intonation are mwck detfes
thaus bofore

2. When we prepared fOr ds Lnglish pardsy, we wene paactiving Englisé,

Monica’'s opinion:
1. It’s a wadde of time,

2. When we are practicing English, we just speak broken English. It deats'? realley hels.
3. It takes Up foo muach Zime int Our study.

Dialogue 3

P

fL of the time, we must study on our own.

It's another new term. Peter and his classmater are invited to introduce college
life to freshmen. The foliowing are part of the talk.

—  Tapeacript —-— - —— e = s T oy

Freshman: Iwonder what the biggest problem was when you first came to university. !
Peter: Actually, we had several problems. We didn’t know how to arrange time i'

and money reasonably. You know in the past, we were used to depending W

on our parents, but now we must depend on ourselves. Besides, it’s a

big problem for us to learn how to get along well with each other. q

Freshman: And what troubled yon most in getting along with others? {
Peter: When we lived at home, most of us had bedrooms of our own, but now !I

we have to share one dormitory with others, so we must learn how to ||

be considerate.

Freshman: Then what problem did you come across in study? I
Peter: In middie school, the teacher explained everything to us. We were used “

to taking notes and learning them by heart. By contrast, at college the

teacher only explains the main points and the most difficult parts. Most |



=1

Listen to the dialogue and decide which statement is about Peter’s past exper-

ience and which is about his new college life.

1. In middle school, the teacher explained everything to us, We were used to taking
notes and learning them by heart.

2. Most of us had bedrooms of our own.

3. By contrast, at college, the teacher only explains the main points and the most dif-
ficult parts. Most of the time, we must study on our own.

4, We must share one dormitory.

5. We were used to depending on our parents.

6. We must learn how to depend on ourselves.

Peter’s past experience:

1. We were used to depending on our parents,

2. Most of us had bedrooms of our own.

3. In middle school, the teacher explained everything to us. We were used to taking
notes and learning them by heart.

Peter’s new college life:

4. We must leam how to depend on ourselves.

S. We must share one dormitory.

6. By contrast, at college the teacher only explains the main points and the most
difficult parts. Most of the time, we must study on our own.

. Listen to the dialogue again and choose the best answer for the following questions.

1. To whom was Peter talking to? (8)
A. His classmates. B, First- year students,
C. His teachers. D. His parents.

2. According to Peter, what was the biggest problem when he lived on his own?(€)
A. How to make friends.
B. How to wash clothes.
C. How to arrange time and money.
D. How to make his dormitory neat.

3. What was the biggest problem in study accordmg to Peter? €)
A. He must listen carefully and write down what the teacher says.
B. He must learn how to deal with every problem in smdy.

Essential College English 7
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C. He must learn how to study on his own.

D. He must learn how to learn teacher’s explanations by heart.

4. What other problem did Peter meet when he first came to university? (4
A. How to get along well with each other.
B. How to earn money.
C. How to use computers.
D. How to talk to each other.

Monologue
Some Tips on How to Form Good Study Habits (. R3S IR

~~== Tapescript == e : e e
Maybe you are not a very clever student. You gass most of your subjects.
. Sometimes, you get good marks, but usually they are just so-so. You probably think
I| you will never be o s dudant. However, this is not true. Anyone can become ¢ dotion
! dudat if he or she wants to, Here'Te dome &ps: First of all, plas yowr fime carefully.
Secondly, fiud a gaad alace to study. Thirdly, make good wis of yass fime in class, Next,
i‘ adudy roguudrly. Finally, develop o good sléiduds towards test. There are other tips that
' might help you with your study. Only a few have been discussed here. You will

|| probably learn more after you have tried these.

Mmm h e s — el e ememm— - et PR T

|, Listen to the monologue and fill in the blanks with what you've heard.
See tapescript.

= II. Listen to the monologue again and discuss the foliowing questions with your
classmates.
1. How can you plan your time for study?
2. Why is it important to find a good place to study?
3. What's the correct attitude towards tests?
Open-ended.



Supplementary Exerciss
Discuss with your partner the changes of your life since you came to university.

You may use the following structures to make comparison. (SE$1HE EXFER
EEPNEY. TR TSR ESIERFR.)
In the past, I ..., but now ...

Tused to ..., by contrast, now ...
I was used to ..., in contrast, ...

@@m %@gg Qﬁ ?%l;szy# ?t? for Peter at University

l. Study the following words and phrases before listening.

do morning exercises e F
dining hall &y
nap | nep / n. (BX) B
company | kampani / a. V!
part-timer FHRHA
pocket money TR
reading-room LIRS
material | ma'tiarial / n. iat
junior { ‘dywnja / n. h DR
== Tapeacript i A

(Now Peter is already a junior and he is very busy. The following is what he did |
| yesterday.)
| Yesterday was Friday. It was always a very busy day. Peter got up at 6 o’ciock h
| in the morning to do morning exercises. At half past 6, he had breakfast in the |
|| dining hall. At around 7, he was on bis way to the teaching huilting. When he was “
|| there, he put his school bag into the desk and turned on his radio to listen to Euglish ||!
| news. Usnally he would listen for half an hour. After that, he took out his English |
| textbook and went out of the classroom to read aloud the text. Half au hour later, ﬂl

Essential College English ¢
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i that was, 8 o'clock, he went back to the classroom to have class.

| The class was over at 12 o’clock and Peter wat fo the dising hadi for lunch, After |

i| lunch, he setussed s his dormidorss 10 take a nap. He didu'é have codads in the afternoon, but I

| he had to go to the library to Jask fos soms sadenials for his homework. At 3 o’ clock, he
was in the reading-room, dodug his smework till 5 o’clock. He julf o littls bit tired 50 he
played Jootball with nis friends for half an hour to relax himself. At 6, he had supper,
then he essoued music in the dormitory, At 7, he went out agaiu. This time he was o

| theway to a computer company where he worked as a garf-fimer. He laained o if there
and earned himself some pachof moses.

== —_— i e —_— s L e =

=1 1I. Listen to the first part of the following passage and put a tick on the picture
which is correct according to the tape. The first one has been done for you.
Picture | Picture 2 Picture 3

bam. (v ) 630am.( ) around 7 a.m. { v )

Picture 4 Picture 5

720am. (+)

=1 I1l. Listen to the second part of the passage and fill in the blanks with what you've
heard from the tape.
See tapescript.

10



IV. Listen to the whole passage again and tell your partner what you usually do at
the following time on Friday.

6 a.m. after lunch
around 7 a.m. Ipm,
8a m. 6 p.m.
12 at noon 7 p.m.

PART FOUR  ng

I. Warm-up exercises.
1. In the story you are going to listen to, a pupil never listens 1o the teacher carefully
in class. Can you guess what the story is about from the title?

2. Study the following words and phrases before listening.

distract / dis'trekt / vt #(A) 0, % (BN

platform { ‘platfam / n. e
branch [ bra:tf / n. bl 5 3
wooder { “wudn / a. Ak By

unexpectediy / ‘anikspektidli / ad. it & s

LT T e et i SOV W o A

R B R T - PRI

o — Tapescript - ——— = - mm—— -
| A pupil was always easily distracted by other things when he was having !|
‘= classes. When the teacher talked on the platform, he was always absent-
‘ minded and played with his pencils, rubbers, knife or looked out of the
"i window, watching birds singing on the branches. So his teacher decided to
h talk it over with his father.

' The next day, the pupil’s father came 1o the school. The teacher told
“ him about his son’s problem and hoped that he could give some good

| suggestions. Unexpectedly, the father said, “Are those windows wooden?” |
S e J
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