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set
theory
investigates
the nature of ulti-

mate reality.

—— Alfred Tarski

Philosophical clarification of a
concept does not usually consist in
reduction to another class of concepts but
consists in becoming aware of the properties of

of the concept.
——George Kreisel

Mathematics may be likened to a Promethean labor,full of
life, energy and great wonder, yet containing the seed of
an overwhelming self-doubt ------ Number theory stands as a
shining bacon. If, as I hope does not happen too often,
our doubt begin to overpower us, we retreat back
into the safe confines of number theory un-
till refreshed, we ventured out again
into the unsafe ground of set
theory. This is our fate, to
live with doubts, to
pursue a subject
whose abso-
lubéness
we

are not certain of, in short to realize the only “true” sci-
ence is itself of the same mortal, perhaps empirical, nature

as all other human unde: takings. -——Paul J. Cohen
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