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Pronunciation Key
(REXR)

To show the pronunciation of a word, most English dictionaries use symbols that
are as close as possible to English spelling. The Mini-Dictionary section of Far from
Home also uses these symbols. They are listed below with example words that have
the sound the symbols represent.

The best way to learn to pronounce words is to listen to the pronunciation of
native speakers and imitate them. The Mini-Dictionary provides pronunciation sym-
bols because students frequently do not have the help of native speakers.

Vowel Sounds

a at, bad shorta
a  agelate longa

i(r) cére, béare

i  are, father

e egg, bed  shorte
é éven, wé longe
i it, sick short i
i ice life long i
o on, hot short o
(o] Open, go long o
) off, dog

00 book, good

00 too, food

u up, bus short u
U dse, misic longu
G(r) tdrn, hdrt

oi  voice, noise

ou out, house

] about (3-bout”) 3 is a special symbol that indicates a reduced q,
elephant (el’a-fant) ¢, i, o, or u. English frequently reduces vowel
positive (poz'a-tiv)  sounds that are not stressed. A reduced vowel
today (ta-da”) sound is called a schwa.
industry (in"das-tré)

*y0o0 is also a symbol for long u.
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box, cab
child, watch
day, sad
five, self
give, bag
hat

job

Kkiss, week
let, bill
man, room
not, sun
sing

Consonant Sounds

» -

th
th

N g <

zh

pay, stop
run, dear
sit, this
shut, brush
ten, but
thin, teeth
the, clothe
vote, have
want, grow
yes

zone, buzz

vision, garage
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CHAPTER ONE

Far from Home
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PREVIEW QUESTIONS (¥ 3] &)

Discuss or think about these questions before reading the story.
1. Where is San Diego? Where is Boston? How far is it from San Diego to Boston?

2. Sometimes an unmarried son or daughter has to leave home to take ajob. How do
parents usually feel about this?

3. Why is moving away from home to take a job often good for a young man
or woman?



Far from Home

Tomiko is an accountant and works for a large insurance company in Boston. She’s
the youngest of three children and has two older brothers. Tomiko was born and lived
in San Diego, California, which is far from Boston. Her parents are from Japan.

This is Tomiko’s first job, and she phones her parents every Sunday. She misses
them and they miss her. She's their “baby” and they think she’s too young to live
alone, but she laughs at that idea. She’s 23 and graduated from college last year. She
tells them that she’s happy and everything will be fine.

Tomiko has to be at work by 8:00. She goes to work by bus because she doesn’t
like to drive in Boston traffic, and it’s too far to walk. After Tomiko leaves her apart-
ment, she hurries to the corner to get the bus. If she misses it, she has to wait 20
minutes for the next one and gets to work late.

Tomiko is a good worker, and her employers are happy that they hired het, She’s
serious about her job and never wastes time. At 12:00 she eats a quick lunch and is
back at her desk by 12:30. She stops work at 4:00. She’s tired by then and is happy to
g0 home and relax.

She gets home around 5:00, changes her clothes, reads her mail, and listens to
music. “I like all kinds of music,” she says, “but country music is my favorite.” At
5:30 she cooks dinner. She doesn’t like to cook, but she has to since she lives alone
and doesn’t want to eat out. She usually watches the 6:00 news as she eats dinner.

I. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (%% f#)

Answer these questions about the story. Use your judgment to answer questions with an
asterisk(*). Work in pairs or small groups. The numbers in parentheses show which paragraph in
the story has the answer.

1.
2.
*3.
*4,
5.
6.
7.
*8.
9.

Where was Tomiko born? (1)

What country are her parents from? (1)

Do you think Tomiko can speak Japanese?

She’s 23. Why do her parents call her their “baby”?
How do her parents feel about her living alone? (2)
Why does she go to work by bus? (3)

What happens if she misses her bus? (3)

Why does she have to be careful not to be late for work?
Why are her employers happy they hired her? (4)



10. How much time does she take for lunch? (4)
11. What does she do when she gets home? (5)
12. What kind of music does she like the most? (5)

. WORD GUESSING (F#llid3)

Guess the meaning of the key words in these sentences. Use the context of the story and
the sentences to guess. Circle your answers.

1. Tomiko was born and lived in San Diego, California, which is far from Boston.

a. bigger than c. warmer than
b. very different from d. a great distance from
2. At 12:00 Tomiko eats a quick lunch and is back at her desk by 12:30.
a. big c. fast
b. hot d. small
3. Tomiko is serious about her job and never wastes time.
a. looks at her watch c. helps others
b. uses time poorly d. works slowly

M. MINI-DICTIONARY-PART ONE (#EZiFg# 1)

Vocabulary Focus ( 1)

1. far (far) adverb: at or to a great distance
adjective: distant
“Tokyo is far from New York City.”
“Carmen is swimming to the far side of the river.”
2. miss (mis) verb: A. not to hit, catch, or meet something or someone; not
to be present

B. to feel bad because a person or thing you love is not
present

noun: the act of not hitting, catching, or meeting; absence
“Frank doesn’t want to miss the dance, but he’s working tonight.”
“My wife is in the hospital. The children and I miss her.”

“Phil is playing baseball. He missed the first two pitches. Another miss and
he’s out.”



3. too (too) adverb: more than is good or necessary*
“This shirt is too small. I need a bigger one.”
*Another common meaning of too is also. “Gary is going to the park, and I
want to go, too.”
4. have to (hav t00 or haf'ta) has to (haz t60 or has’ta)
idiom: 10 be necessary; must
“I have to clean my room. It's dirty.”

Completing Sentences (3T +F

Complete the sentences with these words. Use each word twice. Where a word has differ-
ent endings, both forms are given.

far misses/missed too have to/has to
1. Mark can't do the math problems. They're hard for him.
2. Juan came to the United States last month. He his country

and friends.

3. Paula take the baby to the doctor for a checkup.
4. Do we have to go before we get to our motel? I'm tired.
S. I'm not going to buy these shoes. They cost much,

6. You can drive to the beach in five minutes. It’s not

7. Monica class yesterday. She was sick.

8. I'm going to get home very late. I ‘ .phone my wife.

Creating Sentences (i %))

Write an original sentence using these words. Work with a partner or on your own.

1. (far)

2. (miss)




3. (too)

4, (have to)

IV. MINI-DICTIONARY-PART TWO (MiZiFsi)

Yocabulary Focus (X # i)

S. hur-ry (hGr'€) verb: to move fast ‘
noun: the act of moving fast
“Don is 80 and likes to work slowly. He doesn't like to hurry.”
“Jennifer called the police and they came in a hurry.”

6. waste (wast) verb: to spend or use poorly; not to use
noun: poot use of something
“I don't like to waste food. I eat everything on my plate.”
“We don't learn anything in that class. It's a waste of time.”
7. quick (kwik) adjective: fast
“The problem is serious. We must take quick action.”
8. a-round (3-round”) preposition: about; near in number or time*
“There were around 40 people at the party.”

*Around has other meanings. For example, it means on all sides of. “They
put a fence around their yard.”

leti entences (5

Complete the sentences with these words. Use each word twice. Where a word has differ-
ent endings, both forms are given.

around

hurry/hurrying quick wasting/wasted

1. Hakeem an hour waiting in line for tickets to the concert.

There were none left.



2. It's five miles from Cindy’s house to the ocean.

3. Do we have time for a drink?

4. Brian is to the meeting. He doesn’t want to be late.

5. The book is 400 pages long.

6. No one is using those lights. Turn them off. We're energy.
7. What's your ? It's 6:30 and the play doesn't begin until 8:00.
8. I'm going to take a shower before we eat.

Creating Sentences (3 ])

Write an original sentence using these words. Work with a partner or on your own.

5. (hurry)

6. (waste)

7. (quick)

8. (around)

V. STORY COMPLETION (5ZiEZ3)

Discuss or think about these questions before completing the story that follows.
1. Why is candy bad for our teeth?
2. Why is it important to floss* our teeth?

3. How often should a person go to the dentist for a checkup? Why?
*To floss is to clean between one’s teeth with a thin thread.



Complete the story with these words.

has to waste too around
missed far quick hurry

VI.

A Bad Toothache

Megan is careful to brush her teeth twice a day and to floss them at night,
but she has many problems with them. The difficulty is that she eats

much candy and doesn't go to the dentist for regular checkups.

She work today because she has a bad toothache. She is

going to the dentist this afternoon.

It's 12:40 now, and Megan is eating a
lunch. She be at the dentist’s

office by 1:00. It's not to the dentist’s office, but she’ll have
to to get there on time. She doesn’t have a minute to

SHARING INFORMATION (£ EXH)

Discuss these questions and topics in pairs or small groups.

1.
2.

Do your parents live far from you? Where do they live?

Where were you born? Where did you grow up? If you moved from there, whom do
you miss? What do you miss?

Complete one of the following sentences. | too much. |

too much

Name something that you have to do today or tomorrow.

Many visitors from other countries think that people in the United States are always
hurrying. What do you think?



