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Chapter 1
Language, Culture and Thought

I .Focal Points

. properties of language

.difinitions and properties of culture

. relationship between language and culture
. thought

.relationship between language and thought

.relationship between language, thought and culture

NN ALY =

.intercultural communication
Il . Words and Expressions

property/ 'propati/ n . WA=, ¥t (W R ¥0)
definition/ defi'nifon/.n . & X, B X
formulate/'foxmjuleit/ v. T & X, Bl E &
systematic/ sisto'maetik/ adj . RHM, A REM
arbitrary/'a:bitrori/ adj . (LB, {EHEH

underlie/ ando'lai/ v . -+ - B UL B s R RS, #9 A --- Ml
convention/ken'venfon/ n . 14, 14

onomatopoeic/ onamasta'piiik/ adj . BAFE #], R 1A HY
heartfelt/ 'ha:tfelt/ adj . B LHT, BRI

outnumber/ aut'namba/ v . FTEEL & b # T
illiterate/i'litorit/adj. /n . X &, THIM A
interpersonal/ inta'pa:snal/ adj . ABRIE]#)

utterance/ ' atorons/ 7 . )ﬁ%‘%%ﬁ, %iﬁ, _Ehl%xi



acquaintance/s'kweintons/ n . IR M IEFE A H, BIZZ K
institution/ insti'ju/n/» . &, B, HE
administrative/ad'minitrotiv/ adj . {TEH, BB A FH
classify/ 'klasifai/ v. $8 - 2 13 (GREEELD =S
adversative/ad'vaisotiv/ adj . "R AH K HY
locality/lou'keeloti/ n . 74, # &
accumulate/s'kamjuleit/v. TR &, B
forthcoming/ 'fo:0k amin/ adj . BI¥F BN Y, BI¥s H Bl Y
anew/s'nju/ adv. B—IK, EF
correspond/ kori'spond/ vi . M ¥ &, Ml —2(, HHE
etymology/ eti'molod3i/ n . 18 I 27, A AL,
aesthetic/is'Betik/ adj . 2, H FEMH
interwoven/ into'wauven/ adj . X R —EH
attribute/s'tribjuit/ n . JBHE, 5F1E, B1F, i7E
cbmponent/ kom'paunant/ n . B4}, T4
socioeconomic/ 'sausiou;itka' nomik/ adj . #t SR ¥ W
politico-legal/ po'litikou'li:gal/ adj . B F BE A &Y
marital/ 'meritol/ adj . SR, K EH
familial/ fo'miljsl/ adj . REEH, KK
cater/ 'keito/ vi I A, W R AE (A for EH)
academic/ \zko'demik/adj . ¥ A L #, ¥ LB
anthropological/ zenbra'poladzikal/ adj . A ¥
capability/ keipa'biliti/ n . (R E X L) 245 S
exert/ig'zot/ vi . K I, Hihn
embodiment/im'bodimant/ n . RAKFEH, ik &
manifest/ 'maenfest/ vt . iF B, {iE 3¢
subcategory/ sab'keetigori/ n. .28, FFhK
monolithic/ monou'lidik/adj . KR M, K—F
practitioner/ praek'tifona/ n . FRAL3, LBk FH
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highlight/ 'hailait/ vz . 3R, fF 58
superstition/ sjuzpa'stifon/n . 15, B H 1%
patriotism/ 'petristizom/ n . ZE E X, ZE W
facet/'fzesit/ n . ([RIFAEFHY) —AJ7H
ideational/ aidi'eifonal/ adj . #E&HY, WM
recipient/ri'sipiont/ n . X H

auditory/ 'a:ditori/ adj . 38 1% U7 3 K15 #Y
indispensable/ indi'pensobl/ adj . A T] /L Hy, T
fluffy/ 'flafi/ adj . BERH, AR

salient/ 'seiliont/ adj . B H, BH K
foreground/ 'fo:graund/ » . #% 58 i f b L
heir/ea/ n. R B H, F=Y)

heritage/ 'heritids/ n . 8=, k&Y

dialectic/ daia'lektik/ adj . 77 5 M, HEHIHY
holistic/ hou'listik/ adj . 2T ¥, ¥& K
artistic/ a:'tistik/ adj . ZZARH)
exclusive/ik'sklusiv/ adj . HEJR 89

proposition/ propa'zifon/ n . 123, 3
facilitate/fs'siliteit/ vt . {23, {5 5 F
archaeological/ a:kia'lodziksl/ adj . %t # )
monologue/ 'monalog/ » . U, T fA3K
elaborate/i'laebarat/ adj . ¥ Uit KRS, B IT9 0
versatile/ 'vasatail/ adj . B Z FIIRERY, T AW
wield/ wild/ vt . 9, XL, #H]

hinder/ 'hinda/ vt . B &, FH 1E

mold/mould/ = mould vt . ¥ &, ¥ B,
versus/ 'vaisas/ prep . Lh--- - HFXFF, Xt
zealous/ 'zelos/ adj . O RY, IR
oration/o:'reifan/ n . {E1%, B



bluish/ 'bluif/ adj . % K

discrimination/ diskrimi'neifan/ n . ${#

controversy/ 'kontrovaisi/ n . A FFBEIE, I8
interdisciplinary/ inta'disiplineri/ adj . &% ¥ FHEI#Y, B¥H 8
interlocutor/ into'lkjuta/ n . Z M X% s i+iEH A

Il . Explanations

1. language
Language is a system of communication by written or spoken

words, which is used by the people of a particular country or
area. Generally speaking, it has the following properties:

1) Language is systematic.

2)Language is arbitrary.

3)Language is symbolic.

4)Language is vocal.

5)Language is uniquely human.

6)Language is used for communication.

7)Language is to understand and describe the world.

8) Language is the carrier and container of cultural information.

2. culture

According to Websters Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary

(Beijing World Publishing Corporation, 1988;314) culture is de-
fined as:

1)cultivation, tillage

2)the act of developing intellectual and moral faculties, esp. by edu-
cation

3)expert care and training (beauty culture)

4)a: enlightenment and excellence of taste acquired by intellectual

and aesthetic training

. 4 -



b: acquaintance with and taste in fine arts, humanities, and broad
aspects of science as distinguished from vocational and technical
skills

5)a: the integrated pattern of human knowledge, beliefs, and be-
haviour that depends upon man’ s capacity for learning and
transmitting knowledge to succeeding generations

b:the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a
racial, religious, or social group

.6)cultivation of living material in prepared nutrient media; also: a
product of such cultivation
3.large C cultrue
In its broad sense, culture is defined as the attributes of

man. Culture in this sense is called academic culture or large C

cultrue. According to Edward B. Tylor, an English scholar,

large C cultrue is “that complex whole which includes knowledge,
belief, art, morals, law, customs and other capabilities and habits

acquired by man as a member of a society” .

4.small ¢ culture
In its narrow sense, culture is defined as the lifeway of a
population. Culture in this sense is called anthropological culture
or small ¢ culture. It emphasizes what characterizes the lifeway of

a people. In this sense a culture is contrasted with other cultures.

5. thought
Thought is the function and product of human brain. If also
refers to patterns of ideas characteristic of a social group.
6. logical thinking
Logical thinking refers to thinking in terms of pure reason-
ing.

7. artistic thinking



Artistic thinking refers to thinking in which images are par-
ticularly attended to .
8.Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
One’s thinking is completely determined by his native lan-
guage because one has to perceive the world in terms of the cate-
gories and distinctions encoded in that language.
9.communication
Communication is the process by which people exchange in-
formation or express their thoughts and feelings, etc.
10. intercultural communication
Intercultural communication is a branch of communication.
It draws theories, concepts and methods from communication,
sociology, psychology, social psychology, cultural anthropology,
journalism, phylosaphy, history, ethnography, and internation-
al relations. It is concerned with commumication among people
from different cultural backgrounds, and deals with verbal and
nonverbal interaction and related factors.
ll..the Ice Age
The Ice Age is one of the long periods of time, more than
ten thousand years ago, when ice covered many northern coun-

tries.
IV . Questions and Answers on the Text

1. How would you define the terms system, arbitrary, vocal, sym-
bol, human-specific, communication as used in the discussion of
Ianguage?

Language is systematic, which means that it is rule gov-
erned. Elements in it are arranged according to certain rules. Peo-
ple have to speak a language according to its rules. Otherwise,

.6 -



there will be no communication and the learning of language by
younger generations will not be possible.

Language is arbitrary. Language consists of arbitrary sym-
bols. Language is arbitrary in that there is no logical relationship
between words and the objects, actions or concepts these words
are used to refer to. But language is not entirely arbitrary. Ono-
malopoeic words and compounds are not arbitraty.

Language is vocal, which means that speech is the primary
‘medium of language, which writing is secondary. Firstly, for any
language speech existed long before the writing system came into
being. Secondly, normal children always learn to speak first.
Thirdly, speech is more important than writing for people’s daily
life. Lastly, written symbols are designed to represent speech.

Language is symbolic, which means that words in a language
are associated with objects, actions and ideas through convention.
They are only symbols. '

Language is human specific. Only human beings possess
what can be called language in the true sense of the term. Though
animals can communicate to some extent, none of them possess
language that is close to human language.

Language is used for communication. Communication is the
primary function of language. It is verbal communication that
holds people in a society together. Language is usually used to
convey information or interpersonal messages. A society operates
on the basis of administrative , legal, economic and cultural infor-
mation. No social institution could operate without these types of
information. No modern human being could live without them.
And information is mainly conveyed through language.

2.How would you explain the statement that language is a carrier
. 7.



and container of cultural information?

Human beings have been interacting with the world and ac-
cumulated their experience and knowledge about the world which
are represented in language. As a result, we can find in language
all human knowledge and experience which are interpreted as cul-
tural information. The function of language as carrier and contain-
er of cultural information is very important to mankind, without
which human beings would have to experience everything person-
ally. The experience and knowledge one has obtained from one’s
interaction with the world could not be passed on to others and the
younger generations. Each one and each generation would have to
struggle once again for knowledge about the world. If this should
be true, mankind would have never reached this stage of civiliza-
tion.

3.Is the term language used in senses other than the ones discussed
in this chapter?

No. Language is not only used in senses but also used for
communication and used to understand and describe the world.
Without these functions, people in a society could not be held to-
gether, and mankind would have never reached the modern stage
of civilization.

4.Culture can be defined as attributes of man or lifeway of a popu-
lation. How would you interpret this statement? How would you
argue for or against it?

Generally, culture has been interpreted in two senses: a
broad sense and a narrow sense. In its broad sense culture is the
attributes of man, which includes @materials man has got to sat-
isfy his needs, @social institutions and organizations man has es-
tablished, @knowledge about nature and man himself and artistic

. 8 -



development, @ language and other communication systems, &
customs, habits and behavioural patterns, @ value systems,
worlds views, national traits, aesthetic standards and thinking
pattens. In its narrow sense culture is defined as lifeway of a pop-
ulation. In this sense culture is “that complex whole which in-
cludes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, customs, and other
capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of a society.”

I am for the statement, for it emphasizes the material wealth

and the spiritual aspects of human life. In the course of human
history man not only create material products to satisfy his needs,
but also establish spiritual aspects to govern his behaviour or way
of life. So defining culture, we would define it as complex whole
which includes material wealth and spiritual wealth.

5. How would you define large C culture or academic culture and
small ¢ culture or anthropological culture? What are the major
differences between them?

We define large C culture in its broad sense, for it is the at-
tributes of man, including material wealth and spiritual wealth
man has got. We define small ¢ culture in its narrow sense, for it
is lifeway of a population, including knowledge, belief, art,
morals, law, customs and other capabilities and habits acquired
by man.

The major differences between them are: @that large C cul-
ture emphasizes material wealth, intellectual development and
artistic prosperity ; @that small ¢ culture emphasizes the customs,
habits and behavioural patterns of a population and the underly-
ing value systems, world views and national traits which govern
them, and it also emphasizes the social institutions and organiza-
tions a people has established.

.9 .



6:What are the properties of culture?

Culture ig human specific. Culture is a social.phenomenon.
Culture is a national phenomenon. Culture is also a historical phe-
nomenon. Culture is general and abstract.

7.How would you support or refute the statement that language is
. determined by culture?

- I support the statement that language is determined by cul-
ture. We know that a language consists of words, grammar, us-
age idioms and proverbs, etc. And all these elements are used ac-
cording to a certain language patterns which reflect the culture of
a nation. Then we can say that any item in a certain language is a
product of the certain culture in which the language is spoken. As
a mirror of culture language is strongly influenced and determined
by culture. , o

8. How would you explain the relationship between language and
culture? ) :

Language is part of culture, for they appeared at the same

- .time, and they are not separable.

Language is the -carrier and container of culture, for human
knowledge and experience are described and store in language;
customs, habits and behavioural patterns can be described and an-
alyzed in language; social institution, value systems, beliefs,
world views can be described, analyzed and evaluated in lan-
guage; even the visual arts, dancing, music and singing can be
described and evaluated in language. In short, language can rep-
resent every aspect of culture.

As a mirror of culture language is strongly influenced and
shaped by culture. A language consists of words, grammar, id-
ioms and proverbs, etc. Words are not the only items that reflect
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