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FOREWORD

In today’s society ruled by law, access to justice has undoubtedly
become a fundamental right of all citizens and institutions, safeguarding all
systems concerned.

However, access to justice has not yet, on one hand, been giv-
en adequate theoretical attention in the Chinese academic circles,
and on the other, nor guaranteed practically in legislative and judi-
cial practices.

On the basis of the issue’s significance in both theory and prac-
tice, we selected about two years ago the “Studies on Access to Jus-
tice” as our primary research focus, and thereupon the book in front
of you is the final result of our work.

This book would be impossible without supports from many
people and institutions concerned. Our special acknowledgements are
to the Ford Foundation Beijing Office and project officer Madam Liu
Xiaodi for their generous support to this book, Mr. Jiang Hao and
Mr. Mao Yuansheng with the Law Publishing House for their kind
arrangement to have it published, and furthermore, the Special Re-
search Division of the Chinese Ministry of Education for the insight-
ful inclusion of our research into their program. We also feel very
grateful to all other people and institutions, not mentioned above
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for, that have contributed a lot to the completion of this book. Cer-
tainly, all the defects of the book, if any, should be the author’s re-
sponsibility.

It is our expectation that this book would be conducive to the
theoretical and practical improvement and reform in the Chinese ju-

dicial systems.

Zuo Weimin, from Building of Liberal Arts,
Sichuan University
January 12, 2003
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