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PART VI READING COMPREHENSION [30MIN]

SECTION A READING COMPREHENSION (25 MIN]

In this section there are four passages followed by questions or unfin-
ished statements , each with four suggested cnswers marked A, B, C and
D. Choose the one that you think is the best answer.

Mark your answers on your answer sheet .
TEXT A

The train clattered, over points and passed through a station.

Then it began suddenly to slow down, presumably in obedience to a
signal. For some minutes it crawled along, then stopped; presently it be-
gan to move forward again. Another up-train passed them, though with
less vehemence than the first one. The train gathered speed again. At that
moment another train, also on a down-line, swerved inwards towards
them, for a moment with almost alarming effect. For a time the two trains
ran parallel, now one gaining a little, now the other. Mrs. McGillicuddy
looked from her window through the windows of the parallel carriages.
Most of the blinds were down, but occasionally the occupants of the car-
riages were visible. The other train was not very full and there were many
empty carriages.

At the moment when the two trains gave the illusion of being station-
ary, a blind in one of the camiages flew up with a snap. Mrs.
McGillicuddy looked into the lighted first-class carriage that was only a



A BB E 263 M

few feet away.

Then she drew her breath in with a gasp and half-rose to her feet.

Standing with his back to the window and to her was a man. His
hands were round the throat of a woman who faced him, and he was slow-
ly, remorselessly, strangling her. Her eyes were starting from their sock-
ets, her face was purple. As Mrs. McGillicuddy watched, fascinated, the
end came; the body went limp and crumpled in the man’s hands.

At the same moment, Mrs. McGillicuddy’s train slowed down again
and the other began to gain speed. It passed forward and a moment or two
later it had vanished from sight.

Almost automatically Mrs. McGillicuddy’ s hand went up to the com-
munication cord, then paused, irresolute. After all, what use would it be
ringing the cord of the train in which she was travelling? The horror of
what she had seen at such close quarters, and the unusual circumstances,
made her feel paralysed. Some immediate action was necessary - but
what?

The door other compartment was drawn back and a ticket collector
said, “Ticket, please.”

66. When Mrs. McGuillicuddy’ s train passed through a station, it

A. gained speed suddenly B. Kept its usual speed

C. Changed its speed D. Stopped immediately

66. C

® R F A B AT O E B FRA AL BT
MA)TRIBES] .

o MRRASCER A RME IR SR K E L GOt EEEE T A
L. XEMHE—BRE T KEZT 154" (The train. . .
passed through a station. )0 BRI HHRENEE. “ERRIT
YEWSE oo RARFTHET JLAMN, BT T B T — 2L FF 3
p) SRR NI HEHNEE” (Then it began suddenly to slow down, . . .
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For some minutes it crawled along, then stopped; presently it began to
move forward again. . .. The train gathered speed again.)o BTLLXZERE
AREARINE" (A) RFFFE”(B) , AR LB IE"(D)o B
B R RS COBAR T )

67. Mrs. McGuillicuddy seems to be a (an) person.

A. observant B. interested C. nosy D. nervous

67. A

o i B M BB A RN BT OB B AT B A A
o

© ff T OG5 - AR AN R I S B 0 [A) R o e R A9 O B
& X o A.observant, 3 T WE#); LB ; FLE M. B. interested,
AR RFAE; BFAM,. Conosy, FERFN; IFBRM, D.
nervous, #2153 IR A9 i i R B AEAR 9. A XERI =W,
HEH, R TRBXMURAZDEEINE.F T WE L (obser-
van) Ao ZPIR K EH AT BB (. . . the two trains ran paral-
lel) , i ZRAETIEE, EEI 7 — WA E LR R B EH 7 5
T, BRFEEINERENRE. XKENARERRE, GIFE
75 % Jf (Most of the blinds were down, but occasionally the occupants of
the carriages were visible. The other train was not very full and there were
many empty carriages. )o R, — TR EFHIE—TF CE(...a
blind in one of the carriages flew up with a snap. ), B HIBYIE,E
B ERER(. . looked into...), R BYH HEE T —BIER
x,

68. What she saw in the parallel train made her feel .

A. excited B. anxious C. wornied D. horrified

68. D

o fydll B i) H R AN A FE LT X RERANE XM
HRAES

o MRIKHE: AR BRSO E BT B EE L, [
BRR T AT E L BB TR — 5 R, Hit



