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SECTION ONE LISTENING
COMPREHENSION
Part One Sound and Word

Discrimination

‘Unit One Weak Forms

Many short words in English such as“articles, conjunc-
tions, prepositions, pronouns,auxiliary verbs and link-
verb (to be)”do not often have strong stress, This unit
deals with the pronounciation of their weak forms, It is
very important to be able to recognize these weak forms
when you hear them,

Listening 1

a (a3 there (32 o

an {sn) and, Cend), Con), (n)

the (3s), (813 as {oz)

not (nat), (nty but Chat), C(bt)

nor (no), (ma) .

than {8an), [an)

or (a]

till [t
Exercise 1 ’ _

You will hear sentences spoken on the tape, Fill ,in
the missing words in the sentences.

1 1 wrote ,,,«Mletter_ﬂ'__*_took» it to
post, :
2) I’ 11 doit . ___soon I can,




3) Have _apple,
H __something important to do
with TV, |
5) He is taller T,
Listening 2 ' '
at  (st] into (“intul, (inta)
by (b3, Cbi3 to Ctul, C(tal
for - (fal of Tavl, Cv1, Gaf, (i)
from CfromJl,(frm3 upon (o’ panl

Exercise 2
Vou will hear sentences spoken on the tape, Fill in
the missing words in the following sentences. )

1) Come __ a meal,
2) I sent it London,
3) He has got  difficulties,
4) My sister works ~ a hospital as a nurse,
5) I saw her run out  ~  the library,
Listening 3 *
~ he -chiy, Cix who Chul), Cu3
her Chal, (o) some {sam], (smJ
my Cmi) that (dat]
yourself (jo’self) them C[dom), Com)

Exercise 3
You will hear sentences spoken on the tape, Fill in
the missing words in the following sentences.

1) Did = c¢>meq

2) Give__ two,

3) That’s the very persom did it,

4) They live by e '

5) T like tie,

Listening 4 S

am (am?, Cm) do (dul, Cdal, d)
is Cz1,  Cs1 did (dd> :

a 2 o



was [wsz], (wzJ can CkanJ, Cknl, (kg

have (hovl, Cov] Cv) must Cmast),(mas],(mst],(ms]
Excrcise 4

You wili hear sentences spoken on the tape, Fill.in
the missing words in the following sentences, .

1y 1 _tired out,

2) The place ____ ¢hanged,

3) You_ _ choose one of them,
4) 1 ) leave now,

5) When . he go?

Unit Two Liaison

Liaison means iinking final comsonant sounds to ini-
tial vowel sounds; words ending in & vowel or (r) sound
are linked to words beginning with a vowel sound, with
the insertion of an Cr] sound,

Listening 3

an_apple look _afterY
not_at_all come in .
. N
some_ of _it put_on
none _of _us above all
N—

Exercise 3 :
After listening to the following phrases and senten-
ces, underline the liaison of consonant+vowel
1) It is a desk,
2) He walked up and down the room,
3) Good evening,
4) above all
Listening 2 J
too._ easy the_ other day :
my._ uncle go_in.
Exercise 2
After listening to the following sentences, undegline
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liaison of vowel + vowel,
1) We didn’t enjoy it,
2) They stay at home on Sundays,
3) You must try again,
4) Hurry up.
Listening 3

for_example - Yyour_own
far_away later_on
after _all a pair_of

Exercise 3
After listening to the following sentences,
the liaison of r (re) +vowel,
1) Here and there you may see the people,
2) I’11 never see that poor old man again,
3) - There is a book on the desk,
4) There are about eight English books,

Unit Three Contraction

Two words are sometimes spoken as one,for

underline

example,

I’mfaim,] =1 am (ai =am), These forms are called “con-

traction”,

Listening :
I'm we're - I’ve you'll there’ll they’d
you're they’re you’ve she’ll I'd he’d
he’s there’s we’ve he’ll  you’d wasn’t
she’s there’re they’ve we’ll she’d isn’t
it’s who’s  I’11 they’ll we’d weren’t
hadn’t aren't would’ve should’ve woudn’t
haven’t
hasn’t  could’ve didn’t shouldn’t won’t
mustn’t don’t doesn’t .
must’ve can’t couldn’t

Exércise . : RO
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Fill in the missing words as you listen to the follow-
ing sentences,

1. When he comes, reading the newspaper,
2, You  smoke cigarettes here,

3. My coming tomorrow,

4, Your  old,

5, The. ~ closed on Sundays.

6. You _work so hard,

Te they Chinese students?

8, ___goif __  free,

9., _already been there,

_ better see a doctor,

Unit Four  Incomplete Plosion

The breath is not stopped completely as you pro-
nounce another plosive or affricate which is followed by
a previous plosive (p, b, t, d, k, g J. This is called
incomplete plosion,

Listening 1

blackboard {’blse(k)bs:d)

big girl [’bi(g)’gs:13

picture [’'pi(k)tfal

sweet dream [“swi:(t)/drizm)

cotton [“ka(t)n)

top most ('ta(p)’ moust)

greatly (’grei(t)li)

good luck [’gu(d)’13k3

breakfast (/bre(k)fast)

white vase [/ wai(t)/vaiz)

Listening 2 o

Pay attention to incomplete ploszon when you are
l:sfemng to the following sentences,

1) - Take .care not to eat too much,



2)  Don't believe he is a bad boy.
3) The next train will leave at ten,
4) - ;Big drops of rain are pouriny dewn,
5) He bas had a good night,
6) Can you help me?
7) To go on foot would take long,
8) Can you tell me something about Mary?
9) You’d better make sure,
10) We should do good things for the people,
Unit Five Elision
Leaving ot a sound inside a word or at the boundaries
of two words is called elision,
Listening 1
history (/histri) “separate [’seprit)
handkerchief (“hegkotfif) sandwich (/senwitf)
blind man .(’blain meen) last night (' la:s ' nait)
next stop (neks “stop] wused to  [ju:s "tu}

~

Listening - 2

honest L’ onist) honour f’on3)
calm kaim) half Cha:f)
autumu  o:tam) damn  Cdsem)
fasten (“fatsn) whistle [’ wisl)
climb “klaim) wrong [Croygl
thumb 0am) wrist  (rist]
subtle [/satl) foreign (’forin]
bdellim  (’/deliom) assign  (9’sain)
knee CnisY

kuife Cnaif)

Unit Six Assimilation

In spoken English, sound changes occur at word boun-
daries and affect the final and imitial sounds of. wards;

o« G o



this is called assimilation,

Listening 1
width [wid)l - {wit®)
godfather (“god ,fa:853—>C"got,fa:3a3
of course [sv’ko:si—>[of "ko:s]
issne (Cisjurl>Cfifju:d
newspaper (/nju:z,peipa)—>(/njuss,péipa’
these shops (8i:z/ fops)->(8i:3" fops)
enquire (in’kwaisl—=>(ig’kwaial '
in motion (in’moufanl->(im’masufon)
what’s this [ wot iz’ 8is1—>[' wots’/ 8is)
soldier {’souldjol—[’ssuldsal
mutual {/mju:tjusll->' mju: fusl)
visigh ('vizjonl—>['vizan)

Listening 2

Pay attention to assimilation in the following senten-

ces,
1) I should think so.
2) He used to get up early in the morniang,
3) They will improve farming methods,
4) He was sent to school,
5) We choose six of them,
6) She isn’t here, is she?
7) You can get it,
8) I’1l be back in ten minutes,
9) He is ill in bed,
10) Would you minde
11) I’m glad to meet you,
12) He was a music lover in his young days.

Unit Seven Sentence Stress

In spoken English, you can get the meaning of the
Seatence with the speaker’s help of giving more strength
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