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Band T .

Passage 1

Originally, family names in China came from a sacred poem
that has 438 different words. This means that there could be only
438 different family names for millions of Chinese people. Each Chi-
nese fanliiy also had a poem of its own with twenty or thirty charac-
ters in it, and fr(_)m these words came a person’s middle name.
Everyone also had a given name called a mik name. In most cases,
the family name was written first, then the second name, then the
milk name. So a famous Chinese leader called Sun Yat Sen was Mr.
Sun. _ _

Common people in England often got their names from the
work they did: Baker, Powdermaker, Cooper (someone who
makes barrels). People also took names from the places where they
lived or from some feature of the landscape nearby —such as, West-
field, Shore, Hill. '

For thousands of years, people who followed the Jewish faith
had no regular family names. A boy named Isaac might be called
Isaac Ben Jacob, but that only meant he was the son of Jacob.
Then, about 150 years ago, the Christian governments of countries
in eastern Europe made laws requiring Jews to choose family names.
But in many places, Jews were not allowed to take any names that
Christians were already using, and so they had to make up new
ones. Often, they put together words that suggested things of
beauty: flower mountain (Blumberg), rose valley (Rosenthal),
gold stone (Goldstein). .

In Austria, government officials began to charge a fee for sug-
gesting a name. The more attractive it was, the higher the fee.
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The most popular of all Jewish family names has a different
history. It comes from a word that means priest. The usual way of
spelling this name in the English-speaking world is Cohen. But if
the family came from Germany, it may be spelled Kahn or Kohn.

In Spanish-speaking countries, a woman keeps her own name
after she married. Her son may choose either her name or his
father’s, or he may combine them, putting the letter y between the
two. Y in Spanish means and. So Juan Riveray Gonzalez means;
John, the son of Mr. Rivera and his wife who was born into a fami-

ly named Gonzalez.

1. How many nationalities are mentioned in this passage?
A. Five, B. Six.
C. Four. D. Eight.

- 2. According to the author, most Chinese people’ s milk name is

. written in the middle
written first

written third

OO0 ®»

written where it is needed
3. Chinese got their family names originally from
A. a sacred poem with 438 different words
B. a poem with 20 or 30 characters
C. poems written by ancient poets
D. all of the above
4. Where do people have to pay a high fee for choosing a name?
A. Australia. B. Germany.
C. The United States. D. Austria.
5. Jews had difficulties in choosing their family names because
¢«



A. for thousands of years they had no regular names

o

they weren’t allowed to use Christians’ names

a

they were required to choose family names by a Christian

government in eastern Europe

=

they can make up new names according to their wishes

Passage 2

Ben sees a little Italian restaurant down a couple of steps, and
we stop to look at the menu in the window. The special for the day
is lasagna, and Ben says, “Boy, that’s for me!”

We go inside, while I finger the dollar in my pocket and do
some fast mental arithmetic. Lasagna is a dollar, so that’s out, but
I see spaghetti and meatballs is seventy-five cents, so that will still
leave me bus fare home.

A waiter rushes up, wearing a white napkin (£ 1) over his
arm like a banner, and takes our order. He returns in a moment
with a shiny clean white linen tablecloth and a basket of fresh Italian
bread and rolls. On a third trip he brings enough chilled butter for a
family and asks if we want coffee with lunch or later. Later, we
say.

“Man, this is living!” says Ben as he moves in on the bread.

“He treats us just like people. ”

Pretty soon the waiter is back with our lasagna and spaghetti,
and he swirls around the table as if he were dancing. “Anything
else now? Mind the hot plates, very hot! Have a good lunch now. 1
bring the coffee later. ”

-30



He swirls away, the napkin over ‘his arm making a little
breeze, and circles another table. It’s a small room, and there are
only four tables eating, but he seems to enjoy acting like he was
serving royalty at the Waldorf. When we’ ve just finished eating,
he comes back with a pot of steaming coffee and a pitcher of real
cream,

_ I’ m dolloping the cream in, and it floats, when a thought hits
me; We got to leqve'a tip for this waiter.

I whisper to Ben, “Hey, how much money you got?;’

He reaches in his pocket and fishes out a buck(3¢), a dime(—
M), and a quarter (B A 44%). We study them. Figure cof-
fees for a dime each, and the total check ought to be $1. 95.
- We’ve got $2. 35 between us. We can still squeak through with
bus fare if we only leave the waiter a dime, which is pretty cheap.

At that moment he comes back and refills our coffee cups and
asks what we will have for dessert.

“Uh, nothing, nothing at all,” I say.

“Couldn’t eat another thing,” says Ben. ,

So the waiter brings the check and along with it a plate of
homemade cookies. He says, “My wife make. On the house. ”

We both thank him, and I look at Ben and he looks at me. |
put down my dollar and he puts down a dollar and a quarter.

“Thank you, gentlemen, thank you. Come again,” says the
waiter, »

‘We walk into the street, and Ben spins the lone remaining
dime in the sun. I say, “Heads or tails?”

“Huh? Heads. ”

It comes up heads, so Ben keeps his own dime. He says, “We -
could have hung onto enough for one bus fare, but that’s no use. ”
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“No use at all. Specially if it was yours. ”

We walk, threading(ﬁﬁ) across Manhattan and downtown.
I guess it’s thirty or forty blocks, but after a good lunch it doesn’t
seem too far.

1. What is especially recommended on the menu that day?
A. Spaghetti. B. Lasagna.
C. Meatbalis. D. Fresh bread.
2. The author suddenly has the idea to give the waiter a tip because
A. he is very busy with them after they arrive
B. he swirls around their table all the time
C. he gives them very good service
D. he brings more than they order
3. How much do théy pay for lasagna and spaghetti?

A. $1.95. B. $2. 35,
C. $1.75. D. $2.15.
4. Ben has got in his pocket that day.
A. $1.35 B. $1.75
C. $1.00 'D. $2.35

5. After paying the lunch and tip, they have only got a dime,

A. so-they still have the bus fare for both
B. so both of them don’t have the bus fare

C. so they have to walk home that day because they haven t got
enough for both
D. so Ben takes the bus home while the author walks back home
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Passage 3

Somewhere out in the ocean, a blue whale is swimming. It is
the mightiest animal that ever lived.

It is as large as three railroad cars. It weighs as much as fifty
elephants. If its heart were put on a scale, it would weigh 908kg
(about a ton). The main artery (Z1lK) to its heart is so large that a
child could crawl through it.

- Tts mouth is so big that it can hold a small table and chairs.
Yet this giant of the deep hasn’t any teeth. Its throat is so small
that nothing bigger than an orange can get through it. It can swal-
low only the smallest of ocean animals.

It is lucky that there is plankton in the water. This is the rich,
thick “soup” of the sea. It floats near the surface of the water and
drifts with the currents. It is made up of the tiniest plants and ani-
mals there are. They are so small that thousands of them can float
in a water glass. But thousands aren’t enough to keep the blue
whale alive. It needs billions. ‘

The blue whale doesn’ t mind being toothless. It gets along
very well with the 250 to 300 long, hairlike blades, called whale-
bones, that hang down from the roof of its mouth. These blades are
longer than a person is tall. They are hard, like fingernails, and
have hairy bristles(J8 17 # &) on them. These separate the food
from the water that goes into the whale’s mouth.

As the blue whale swims about, its mouth is open. Other ani-
" mals would strangle (%5 B Tfj £) when the water rushes into their
mouths, but not the giant of the sea. Its nose is on top of its head.
It closes when the whale is under the water. It must come to the
top of the water to breathe. The air goes in and out through two
blowholes (#&F,).
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