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Foreword

“A New Chinese Textbook” is a course for the tea-
ching cf Chinese to foreign students studying in chi-
na. It can also be used by other foreigners learning
Chinese. ‘

The whole series consists of eight books, each con-
taining a dozen lessons. Every lesson has text, voca-
bulary, notes ahd exercises. The first four books are
designed for students at the elementary level, to be
finished in one,year. The other four are for advanced
students and take another year of study. After work-
ing thoroughly through the eight books, the student
should have a sound command of 2,000 common Chine-
se characters and more than 4,000 everyday words and
expressions. He will be able to use with ease the ba-
sic sentence patterns and expressions, be fairly profici-
ent in listening, speaking, reading and writing, and
thus be adequately prepared for living, studying and
working in China as far as the language is concer-
ned.

To help foreign students learn the language bet-
ter, we have worked hard to make the Textbook scien-
tific, systematic as well as practical and interest-
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ing. Drawing on the strengths of both the structural
and the functional approaches of language teaching
and learning, we have aimed at helping the students
to acquire both a solid and Systematicﬁknowledge of
Chinese and a good command of the practical abilities
of speaking and writing the language. Taking into
account the basic principles and the usual difficulties
of language learning, we have introduced language
materials progressively and proceeded from the easy
to the difficult in a step-by-step manner.

Many of the texts of this series are taken from
published works, with some adaptations and alterations
for textbook use. In the course of writing this text-
book, we have referred widely to textbooks publi-
shed both in China and abroad, and have raceived help
and advice from experts in sister univerisities. For
these and other help and advice, we here express our
deep thanks.

We will be very glad to hear from both teachers
and students who have criticisms and suggestions,
which will be valuable when preparing revisions.

This textbook is compiled by (in alphabetic order)
Cai Chuan-lian, Chen Chen, Chen Guang-lei, He Guo-
wei, Hu Zhong-xing, Jin Lu, Liao " Guang-xia, Qin
Xiang, Tao Lian, Wei Meng-rong, and Xu Yu-ming.

The English translation is done by Zhao Jian, Xia
Guo-zuo, Qiu Jing and Zhang Jie, and is revised and
polished by Sun Li and Wu Yan-di.
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1o %F jiGozi (£) dumpling (with meat and
vegetable stuffing)
2. 4 chudnshud (4, #)legend
3. 4 moshéng (¥%) unfamiliar, strange, new

4. #% 4% féng nidn g i@  on New Year’s Day or
other festivals

5. W EiEE ying qin song k& (when) giving a welcome
or send-off party torela-
tives or firends

6. XE fénmul (&) grave, tomb
7. HAK xingzhudng (%) shape, form
8. LWl shudming (#l, %&)explain, show, explana-
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minjiGn &)
zhéng ¢
gu (€-))

xGn hudn zuo 18

chdoting €9
jianchén (%)
hérgxing (3
zhongchén  (4)

luan qi bad zdo
qidng 6]
baixing (€D
yudn shang zdi dae

tion

among the people, popu-
lar, folk

whole, complete, entire,
full

attend to, take into con-
sideration

seek pleasure

royal or imperial court
treacherous court official
run wild, run amuch, be
on a rampage

loyal court offical

in a mess, in a muddle
poor, poverty-stricken
common people

are heard
everywhere, cries of dis-
content rise all round

complaints

ching shéng bl iGo live long, live forever

yan nidn yi shou

shénxi@n &)
xidfing (35
zhdoxudn (&)
chisht (%)
<an (&)

prolong life,promise long
evity

celestial being, superna-
tural being, immortal
give orders

recruit and select

cook, chef '

meal
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didntou
gdoshi

fuxu

shduy?

gdochdo
ping
kéwu

jing
di si

zou téu wi

yngrou

dud sut
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zhil
bidn

suikBu

shangdéng
biéming

ton dé wi
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ydn

have one’s wishes fulfil~
led

nod

official notice, bulletin
one after another, in suc-
cession

craftsmanship, workman-
ship, skill

excellent, superb

by, with

hateful, abominable, de-
testable

unexpectedly, actually
kill with poison, poison
have no:way out, be in
an impasse, come to the
end of one’s tether
mutton

mince, chop up
white-flour wrapper
cook, boil

flat, squat-shaped
speak thoughtlessly,blurt
out whatever comes into
one’s head

first-class, first-rate
another name

be insatiably avaricious
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