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FOREWORD

Our motherland is a multinational country with an ancient
civilization, beautiful landscape, vast territory and abundant re-
sources, The Chinese people of all nationalities, who have from
ancient times laboured, lived and multiplied on this wonderful and
mystical land, have, over the centuries, created a marvellously
brilliant culture, which shall find its expression in the coleurful cel-
ebrations of various festivals, the exquisite artefacts of superb
craftsmanship, civilian structures with unique characteristics, choice
delicacies of various flavours, far-reaching religious believes as well
as the great variety of local customs and folkways.

Customs and folkways of China is a coilection of pictures with
descriptions and background introductions in Chinese and English.
It aims to acquaint readers at home and abroad with the unique
customs and folkways of China, and in doing so, make them aware
of the Chinese people’ s zealous love of life, their yearning for and
pursuit of beautiful things, as well as the Chinese national spirit
characterized by fraternal unity and pioneering gumption.

This book is based on the seripts provided by the editorial
department of CCTV’s Kaleidoscope Programme. The compilation
of the boek has been enthusiastically aided and assisted from start to
finish by the Socicty and Education Department of CCTV. The
most heartfelt gratitude is hereby extended their way.

Due to our insufficient knowledge and superficial learning, this
book may have left much to be desired. Criticism is therefore
hombly requested from friends at home and abroad, as it might be
of great help to the future revised edition of this work.

Written at Luojiashan, Dec. 18, 1996.
by Xu Dekuan
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Chaozhou. a historie cily of
culture in the south of China ab-
punds with sumptuous poreelain in
the style of the ancients, lifelike
porcelain sculptures and artifieiul
porcelain flowers, As early as the
Neolithic Age, more than four th-
ousand years ago, people in Chao-

zhou manufactured 4 great variety
of painted and carved ceramies,
which were in fashion for a time
during the Song Dynasty and the
Ming Dynasty (1368 ~ 1644A. D. ).
As a centre of chinaware in Guang-
dong, Chaozhou™s export trade of
ceramics was quite flourishing at
that time.

Porcelain elay in Chaozhou is
fine, smooth and white. Tt is fil for
soulpluring statues of females and
children. As a result. it is on every-
body ' ¢ lips that the porcelain cire-
les of Chaozhou are always teeming
with beauties. Lumps of ordinary
china clay are kneaded in no time
into exquisile shining handicraft ar-
ticles and art treasures. Painted

s the traditional handi-

ceramics
work in Chaozhou. Lifelike poree-
luin figures, birds, flowers and var-
ious designs are of superb crafts-
manship.

Chaozhou’s porcelain flowers
and transparencies are unmatched
in the ceramic world. The combi-
nation of these two kinds of flowers
by the handicraftsmen has further
brought chinaware to perfection.
Many elegant articles of porcelain
are chosen as stale gifts and sou-
yenirs that are very much treasured
and collected by our honoured
guests both at home and  ahroad.
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Fine carving is o lyrchpm in the
working process of Dongyang

Wood carving



Dongyang Wood carving

The  handicralt  of  wood-
carving has a long history in Chi-
na. It is well-known throughout the
world for its ageold and special
Dongyang City of

artistic style.

Zhejiang Provinee is the prineipal
area producing wood carving art-
warc, In the past. nearly every
lousehold of Dongyang city could
do wood carving. and hence Dong-
vang hears the graceful name of
wood carving' s homeland. Dong-

yang wood carvings are our tradi-

tional gntique arlwares. An Arhat
Buddha slatue was unearthed from

wnder u Buddhist pagoduin the
south of Dongyang City in 1963.
Examination shows Lhe statue was
carved out in the vear of 961 A. D.
during the Northern Song Dynasly.
Tt proved that the Dongyang wood
carving art had come into being in
the Tang Dynasty (618A.D. ~
907A.D.) and was developed in
the Song Dynasty (960A. 1. ~
1279A. 13, ). Thus, it has a history
of more than 1000 years,

Tongyan wood-carving artwork
is celebrated for its striking na-
tional features and enjoys a high
reputation  both  at home  and
abroad. Tt is a catving art mainly
used as archilectural ornaments,
furnishings and religious articles.
Since the ariware owns a good deal
of decorative and pragmatic val-

ues, it is quite favour ed and

loved by the hroad mas:
The Dongyang woodcarving is

s.

really a brighl pearl of Chinese
woodcarving art. Tts decorative urt
is cxceptionally rich in antique
flavour and classic beauty, accom-
panied with the new and original
structure and fine workmanship.
All the images of different figures
were created vividly and lively with
wonelerful skill that wmight exeel
nature. The Dongyang woadcarving

artisans have long developed a u-

nique carving skill and formed an
artistic style of lheir own, which
sed down from gener-

hus been pas
ation to generation, bringing ahout
myriads of art treasures.

During the mid-period of the
Qing Dynasty (1644 ~ 19114.D.)
there were usually 400 ~ 500 Dong-
yang wood-carving artisans living in
the Timperial Palace. They engaged
themselves in repairing and making
all kinds of the imperial household

Cmperors.

sures ('zan.l

are cemel

99 lke“artissns'}e‘ains

FER nelligepet..

ot fles Chinese " e

tion an invaluab tural legacy.
Through its matchless exqu-

isite carving technique und its

taking lab

age-old and distinetive style of art,
the Dongyang woodcarving has pr-
e

omoted and developed the Chines
nation’s long standing culture and
heightencd the attistic charm with
Oriental features. You may well say
it commands tremendous popularity
and enjoys a high reputation in

China and the world over,
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Yang Tongke, the octogenarian origina-
tor of the Yangjiabu kites with its unique
characteristics in frame-making, picttre-

draming and paste-appiying
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Kites of Various
Makes in Weifang

China is the hame of kites. Tl
has & long history of more than two
thousand years in making kites,
This age-old art treasure has been
handed down from generation to
generation among our people. Both
the design and the style of kites
vary from place to place. Of all
kites of various makes, Weifang’ s
is the most noted for its wide-rang-
ing themes, numerous shapes and
rich, local colours. Kites are a sort
of handicraft ariicle rooted deeply
in the people’s life and reflecting
it. They bear marked features of
folk customs. Flowers, birds, wor-
ms, fish and types of favial makeup
in operas are all ohjects to be
modelled;  historical evenls and
legends are all good themes to be
incarporated in the process of fab-
rication. During the warm and sun-

ny spring, people place their fine

110 #A€BISHXE

wishes for a happy life, their lofty
ideal of 4 bright future as well as
their pure and innocent feelings on
their kites. By relying on the steady
wind force, the kites, with all
these sentiments, fly up nio the
air.

Meking kites in Weifang is
quite an art. They attach much im-
portance to frame-making, paste-
applying, picture-drawing and kite-
flying. Among them, frame-making
is the foundation. While imitating
the natural objects in the process of
kite fabrication, makers do not
copy mechanically. Anistic exag-
geration and deformation are put
into action in accordance with dif-
fercnt craft Tequirements and aes-
thetic standards of the people. [t is
hecanse of this that an infinite va-
riety of natural images are brought
into line with numerous specifica-
tions of kites. As a result, sym-
metry, equilibrium and perfect har-
mony can be sublimated into fine

artistic images for decorations.
Kites made in Weifang can be very
small. One palm is big enough to
hold twelve kites. A dragon made
up of this sort of small kites can
be put into a matchbox. Kites can
be very hig toe. A kite that is an
imitation of the Nine Dragon Wall
necds one hundred kilograms of
hamboo. It occupies a space of two
hundred square metres. It takes
more than forty people to fly it. A
kite Tesembling a centipede with a
dragon’ s head is said to be the ma-
sterpiece of Weifang's kites. It has
reached the peak of perfection.
As a form of folk art, kites
may mirror the ideals and aspira-
tions of the people and are closely
es. Not

associated with the mass
only must kiles be exquisitely made
and beantifully painted but, above
all, they should fly high. As kites
{ly frecly and gracefully in the sky,
the people physically and mentally

fecl very much amused.



