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The Wind in the Willows

Chapter One
By the River

It was a lovely spring day in the country. The little
animal called the Mole, had been working hard all
morning. He was cleaning his house, which was under
the ground. He cleaned every part of his house with
soap and water. Then he swept the floors. Soon, the
Mole was very dirty and tired. He wanted to go outside
and see the beautiful day. “I'm tired of cleaning!” he
said to himself cheerfully. He dropped his broom and
ran out of his house without even putting on his coat.
The Mole had created some paths under the ground.
These paths led from his house up to the grass. Soon
the Mole was standing in a pretty green field. The sun
was shining brightly and a strong, cool wind was
blowing.

“This is much better than cleaning!” cried the
Mole. Birds were singing loudly, happy that winter was
over. The Mole felt very happy to be alive. He jumped
in the air with excitement and began to run across the
field.

“Just a moment!” the Mole heard a voice say
nearby. It was an old rabbit. “It will cost you money
to pass by this private road!” But the Mole didn’t
listen to him. Many other rabbits were watching him
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pass by, whispering to each other. Mole just laughed at
the rabbits. He thought they were very stupid animals.

Mole thought that everything around him seemed
too beautiful and good to be real. In every tree, birds
were building their nests and laying eggs. Flowers and
new leaves were growing. Mole didn’t care that he still
had much more cleaning to do. He suddenly felt as if
he was on a vacation, after the long, cold winter.

Just when the Mole thought that things couldn’t get
any better, he saw something amazing that he had
never seen before. It was a river. Mole ran over to the
river’s edge and stared at the shining water. It was so
beautiful and mysterious! Moles are animals that live
under the ground, and so Mole had never been in the
water before. As the river water passed him by, it made
strange noises. To Mole it seemed that the river was
laughing. Mole walked slowly along the river’s edge for
a while. When he felt tired, he sat down on the warm
grass and listened to the beautiful sounds of the water.

As he rested, Mole noticed something on the other
side of the river. It was a small hole in a hill. He
thought about how nice it would be to live inside that
hole. You could always hear the river water Sflowing by
your house. As he stared at the hole, he saw something
moving inside it. Mole looked more closely. He realized
that there was someone in the hole, and he was

4



X

2

ERRNEREN—1IAESET, HEH
FEREASN. BRNLE, SILBCEREE
99; 7RILHTTEEAEET K. BEX-1D,
ERBHUIA LA EE2ER T, fRAR
BRITERKRSINEXZ, HNEHBER
Jo

BEAS—UIHMBRT, EAZN, i
RABE - ZYSAT, CCAIMESLR
Mo RERB—FA! AR, FIERIHK
HEVON. XEEXRR, AMFT! BENE
REOSIMRERE T TH, AT
AIME T K. STAKMESARY, RHTH
VOET. BBRE, XBERBNTERE,
REOEIEEBNET B, BBRT,
FEERIROVEIT T TSR, T {RSEE9IKS,

MAERRIS)L, BRRWANWEEH
AFRE. RRBNMLEBFTING. HFRRE,
BRETEHNTREZESEME PE—XK,
MOLERBIE/IMBFURINES T
HERFWRE, RARSABBEROAE
1. BRESHBWET —T, REREBAEEA,
HOIE] BB

laying lay: &, laid,
Cf. lie8§ T, lay, lain
lie: ¥R, lied, lied
myste;iaus adj. ¥
flowing Frh), Frig

laid;
Cf.



Ao

The Wind in the Willows

watching him!

Soon a little brown animal with small ears, a long
tail, and bright shining eyes came out of the hole. It
was the Water Rat!

“Hello, Mole!” said the Rat.

“Hello, Rat!” said Mole.

Mole and Rat did not know each other. They stood
still and looked at each other carefully. “Would you
like to come and visit?” asked the Rat after a few
moments.

“Well... I don’t know!” said Mole. He was a little
afraid of the water, because he had never seen it
before.

The Rat walked down to the edge of the river. He
stepped into a small, blue boat. It was the perfect size
for two animals. Mole was very interested.

The Rat rowed the little boat across the river
towards Mole. “Come on, get in!” he said, giving
Mole his paw. The Mole stepped carefully into the boat
and sat down in the front of it.

“This has been a wonderful day!” he said excitedly
to the Rat. “Did you know that I've never been in a
boat before?”

“What?” cried the Rat. “You’ve never been in a

boat? Well, what have you been doing your whole life,
then?”
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“Is riding in a boat really so nice?” said Mole.
He made himself comfortable.

' “Riding in a boat is the best thing to do!” said

the Rat as he began to push the boat into the river’s
current. “Believe me, my friend; there is nothing more
fun than riding in a boat!” For a few minutes after
this, the Rat didn’t speak. He seemed to be thinking
happily about boats.

“Look out, Rat!” cried Mole suddenly.

But it was too late. The little boat hit the land next
to the river and the Rat fell over on his back. But he
wasn’t hurt.

“Oh, yes, there’s nothing nicer than a boat!”
said the Rat as if nothing had happened, while standing
up. “Listen here. If you really don’t have anything to
do this morning, why don’t we travel down the river for a
while?”

The Mole couldn’t believe his good luck. His whole
body moved with excitement. “What a day this is!”
he said. “Let’s begin at once!”

“All right. Wait just a moment!” said the Rat. He
reached down and picked up a basket. “Put the basket
under your feet,” he said to Mole.

“What’s inside it?” asked Mole.

“Oh, just a little lunch,” said the Rat. “Cold
chicken, cold ham, cold beef, pickles, salad, bread,
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