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Part one

Unit 1
Greetings
Patterns
1. How about--7
2. Wha se most-+?

Dialogue:\ /;". !
doum oz ‘ 1)

(John Sriish a ang Ping meet at a reception. )

Smith; Hello J#m John Smith.
Zhang: I'm Zhang Ping from China.
Smith; Nice e meet you.

Zhang: Nice to meet you, too.

Smith: How long have you been in Britain?

Zhang: For two weeks. I'm studying at Cambridge Univer-

w1 e



sity as a visiting scholar.

Smith: Oh,there must be many things here different from
your country.

Zhang: Yes. What surprised me most is the changeable
weather.

Smith: I'm not surprised to hear that, But you’ll soon get
used to it.

(2)

A Well, hello, John. This is a pleasant surprise.

B: Hi, Tom. Fancy meeting you here. It's been a long time.

A It certainly has. How’s life?

B: Marvellous| 1 feel on the top of the world. How about

you?
A: I'm not feeling too well these days. "
B: That’s too bad. What's the matter? %...

A: 1 failed English in my final exaw‘ _ :&dw

B: Don’t let it get you down! Tlﬁﬁqﬁvmhdld 3 vou
don’t pass a test.

A 1 know. But just think, I've spéﬁt so much (ime on Eng-
lish, and now all that work’s gone fos reihing.

B; Oh, cheer up,old boy] No pains,no gaimds Work harder
and you're sure to do better next time. ‘ad,

A: Thanks a lot. You really think so. Wellgit's been good
talking to you.

B. All right. I'd better go now too. Good-bye.

A : Good-bye, o
4107



Words and Expressions

reception [ri'sep[an] 2.
scholar ['skala] n.
changeable ['t‘[eindsm.
pleasant ['p]ezan‘r]‘a

fancy [Yensi] wt.
marvellous ['ma:vilkgﬁzd.-
different from

get used to

No pains, no gains

Wi, S8

2#

S L R 8
& A RE , SFE R
e,

5 by A LY
5 ver e [T}

GEORFH W F K

Useful Expressions

- 1. How's everything?
IHE LR
2. Nice 10 meet you.‘

REPERER.

3. How are things with you?

B 8 A7
4. Not too bad.
T,
5. How nice to see you.
REHRE .
6. Haw’s life?
RIS

7. Just so-so.



_.ﬂi‘d
8. Really fine.

R¥E.
9. What's happening?
R ?
10. Same as usual.
MR —H.
11. How’s life (treating) you?
VREFIG
12. Pretty fair.
T,
13. Can't complain.
EIER R,

14. I’ve been looking forward to meeting you.
F—HBENER.
15. 1 hope we’ll meet again some time,

EERITEHEL.

Text

Do You Know How to Greet

When we meet someone we know for the first time dur-
ing a day, we usually greet him or her. A greeting is a way
of being friendly to someone. ' It is a way of being polite. It
is also a way of starting a conversation. In English we often
say “How are you?” to each other as a greeting. This

- 4 -



sounds like a question about a person’s health,’but we do
not expect the person to tell us about their healith when they
reply. We do not expect them to talk about their health
when they reply, We do not expect them to talk about their
headache or their backache, if they have one. When some-
one says “How are you?”, we usually respond by saying
“I'm fine, thanks”or “I'm very well, thanks. ”If you are not
feeling very well, you can just say “Not very well, I'm
afraid. ® A simple reply like this is enough. ©t is not
necessary to describe how you really are, even though
such a reply may not be true.® Whether a true answer is
needed depends on the relationszship between the people
concerned,’ and whether the person asking is really interest-
ed.

In English a greeting is usually followed by small talk.
Small talk means the little things we talk about at the start
of a conversation. In English-speaking countries, people of-
ten make small talk about the weather. “Beautiful day. isn't
1t?” “Terrible weather, isn’t it?” But there is something
special about small talk. It must be about something which
both people have the same opinion about. People usually
agree about the weather, so it is a safe topic for small talk.
The topics for small talk also depend on where the conversa-
tion is taking place. At bus-stops people may talk about the
bus service: “The buses are very slow these days, aren™

they?”



Another point about greetings is that we should use the
right degree of formality that the situation calls for, * For ex-
ample. if you are talking to someone much older than you or
someone with a high rank or position, you need to be more

formal than if you are talking to vour best friend or vour

Lrother.

Words and Expressions
greeting ['gri:tin] ». o) f%
polite [pa'lait] «. BRLEN,. FHEHFED
conversation [konva'seifon] n. &1%,i0HH
expect Liks'pekt] v, PR, B
reply [ni'plai] »i. m&. 55
respond [ristpond ] oi. NE EE
describe [dis'kraib] e, e, e
depend on R, K
relationship [ri'leifanfip] . XFRLVEKE
special [lspefal] a. KRRk, R B
opinion [e'pinjen] #, BB
topic { topik] n. it
point [point] ». =}
degree [di'gri:] n. EE.FH
formality [fo'meeliti] . L7 f iR TE &
rank [rzenk] n. A7, B

. § -



position "pa'zifan] n. bR A
formal ['formal] a. ERLAT, EF Y

Notes

1. A greeting is a way of being friendly to someone,
— AR A LR B — o =K.
“a way of "{E* —FR R — DA ER.
2. This sounds like a guestion about a person’s health, -,
WE b 2 RAE R B A BB
“sounds like "#8 R iy &,
3. It is Dot necessary to describe how you really are,even
though such a reply may not be true.
LB/ ARRBRENE IEX—EASEFA—EHE.
(1 FRPIRIER LE, 3R R ER o describe how you
really are” HHIEFiE.
(2) “even though”“ {4 {7 5] i — LB URIEM 0.
1. Whether a true answer 1= needed depends on the relation-
ship between the people concerned, -
Em T L R R AT M AR SE R e,
Habewhether a true answer s needed " 1B M 4] .
5. Another point about greeting is rhat we should use the
right degree of formality that the situation calls for.
XTHRA -G BERNEZES S ERE AR U
T,
“that the situation calls for” EE 1B MIE. “call for”s

%“Ef—‘k”o
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Exercises

1. Role play:

(1) Mr. Zhang,a visiting scholar,meets Mr. White at a par-
ty. They greet each other and talk about the weather
and their work.

(2) Mary introduces her friend, Wang Ping, to her class-
mate ,Robert. They greet each other and talk about the
COUTSCS.

(3> You meet a friend of yours unexpectedly in the street.

2. Complete the following dialogues;,

(1) A »Bob.
B; Oh, Andy. Fancy meeting you here,
A; Yes, !
B: How are things going with you?
A, . And you?
B
(2) A, Hi, Jane.How _ you?
B: Oh,Mary,.fine. How you?
Ay _ _  well. Jane. Well, it’s
since I saw you . Nice {o meet you
here.But I've got to _~~ now. I’m going to the
. .The film _ __ario.
B: Bye then. Come and have tea
A: OK. Bye.

3. Translate the following into English.
R



(1) 753X BB R B2

Q) RFAEHFRBGETHEBILET 2
REBELDED PR,

(3) HWERIL?
BATEAELE, M 11 SERE s .,

W HB RERERFETEER RE L AL U E
T

G) FREBRAERELFEERFEBACET MEF
BErLE.

(6) BB, REFME MR T RUTH—ES. RN
AHIT T 185,



Unit 2

Talking about Weather

Patterns
1. It looks like it’s going to---
2. I’m afraid it’s-
3. It seems--
4. It’s hotter (colder) than-
5. 1 hope it wiil turn+-
Dialogues
&Y
A It’s a lovely day,isn’t ir?
B: Yes,it’s terrific.
A: | hope it stays like this.
B: I hope so,too.
A: ] hate the summers here. There’s too much rain and it’s
usually very hot.
B: Yes. But today is marvellous. The weather forecast says
the highest temperature will be 27 degrees Celsius,
A Grear,
2)
A ; The weather has changed. It’s likely to rain.

.« 10



