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Foreword

Orientalism in its modern sense was developed after ” the great
geographic discovery” and the aggrandizement of the Eastern nations
by the Western European powers, and it served as an aid to the
Western expansionism and the study of the Third World. Consider-
ing this fact, the bourgeois Orientalism was doomed to have in-
escapable limitations. Marx and Engels founded the scientific theory
of Eastern nations on the basis of their critical study of the modern
bourgeois Orientalism. Marx and Engels declared that Eastern na-
tions, backward in culture and economics, must follow the example
and get the help of the Western proletariat who have already accom-
plished socialist revolution so as to cross the capitalist Calftin Canyon
and to shorten the process to socialism. They also declared that the
Eastern must make full use of the favorable conditions existing with
the capitalism so as to lay a solid foundation in materials benefiting
the socialist construction. These thoughts later became the primary
principles of Marxist oriental social theory, which showed the right
direction for the people of the Third World in their struggle for na-
tional independence and liberation and the later establishment of so-
cialism. )

Russia, before the October Revolution, was a military, feudal,
imperialist country. Politically and militarily, it was a feudal, impe-
rialist power in Europe, but economically, it was still a dependent
oriental or semi — oriental country existing on the edge of the capital-

1



ist world and thus becoming a weak link in the chain of the imperial-
ist rule. The October Revolution opened up the way to Oriental So-
cialism. It showed the way for the Oriental nations backward in cul-
ture and economics to cast off the yoke of the Western capitalism and
to go from democratic revolution to socialist revolution. The devel-
opment of Oriental Socialism owed greatly to Lenin because of his
great contribution to Marxist Orientalism in practice and theory.

Creative contribution in the same sphere was also made by the
Chinese Communist Party which led the Chinese people to change
China from a semi ~ feudal and semi - colonial nation into a new —
democratic state and finally into the early stage of socialism, having
skipped the stage of capitalism. China’ s development was different
from that of both the Western capitalist countries and the oriental or
semi — oriental Russia. The Chinese way of socialism was attributed
to a combination of Marxist primary principles with the concrete
practical conditions of China. In the course of China’ s socialism,
there appeared two great leaps. The first occasion saw the appear-
ance of the New — democratic theory of which Mao Zedong was the
representative, and the second, the theory of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics of which Deng Xiaoping was the representa-
tive. The two great leaps, rotating forward, enabled the progress of
China from New — democratic revolution to the socialist construction
with its own characteristics.

The radical change of USSR and Eastern Europe was an as-
tounding event of the 20th century. However, despite the poor situ-
ation of socialism in other countries at present, the socialism of Chi-
na with its own typical characteristics is developing vigorously,
bringing hope to the vitalization of socialism throughout the world.
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Now the socialists in every country are summing up their experiences
and exploring actively the suitable ways for their socialist construc-
tion. Eastern nations still remain the mainstay in the vitalization of
socialism in the 21st century. Modern civilization has developed in
two ways. One is from feudalism via capitalism and monopoly capi-
talism, to modern capitalism by way of industrial revolution. The
other is from feudalism or semi — capitalism to socialism. The latter
is in fact the development of the present socialism. Socialism, hav-
ing gone through trials and hardship and success, will be able to
make good use of the positive and progressive achievernents of the
two ways. In this sense, Marxist Oriental theory will enjoy a new
and great development with a promising future.

The creative significance of this book is seen in five aspects: A)
an integral research of Marxist oriental theory and practice over
nearly one and a half century so as to grasp its laws; B) the catego-
rization of Marxist Oriental theory and practice into three basic prin-
ciples, i. e. breaking away from the rule of capitalism, crossing the
capitalist Calftin Canyon, and assimilating all the positive achieve-
ments of capitalism; C) the creative analysis of the basic social con-
tradictions of Russia and China during the transitional period in the
course of socialist development; D) a detailed explanation of Deng
Xiaoping’ s great contribution to Marxist oriental theory and the
emphasis that the socialism with Chinese characteristics means so-
cialism has reached its climax regionally despite the poor situation in
other countries; and E) the establishment of great confidence on the
part of the author for the vitalization of Fastern socialism in the 21st

century considering the analysis of the two ways of civilization.
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