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The Great Wall is one of the seven most ancient architectural
wonders in the world.Since the Spring and Autumn and Warring
States periods, it has magnificently stood on the majestic land of
China for more than 2,600 years, during which it underwent the con-
structions in the Qin,Han and Ming dynasties,and now it stretches
55,000 km,crossing 16 provinces,municipalities and autonomous re-
gions of China.The Great Wall we see today underwent 300 years'
construction during the Ming Dynasty.It begins at Shanhaiguan
(Shanhai Pass) in the east in Hebei Province and ends at Jiayuguan
(Jiayu Pass) in the west in Gansu Province,with a total length of
approximately 6,350 km.

The grand and spectacular Great Wall is the most magnificent

construction miracle created by the Chinese people. It winds its way
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75 B =45 The Great Wall

like a huge dragon through the vast plains and the undulating
mountains,showing the wisdom and strength of the Chinese people.The
imposing manner,grand scale and formidable work won the admira-
tion of everybody who has been to the Great Wall.

The Great Wall is the miniature of the enterprising spirit of the
Chinese people,and also the symbol of the Chinese civilization.It has
been put down on the list of "World Cultural Heritages".Its eternal
existence and far-reaching influence are incomparable with any other

cultural heritages in the world.
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The Great Wall at Badaling Juyong Pass in the northern

suburbs of Beijing is an important pass of the Great Wall. Badaling is
the outpost of Juyong Pass.a representative section of the Great Wall
of the Ming Dynasty,and one of the important scenic spots along the
Great Wall.

Badaling has two gates:the mount Eastern Gate and Western
Gate.The board of the Eastern Gate is inscribed"Outer Town of
Juyong,"and that of the Western Gate is"Key of Northern Gate".The
Great Wall,from left and right sides of the tower of "Key of Northern
Gate" .undulates southward and northward respectively.Badaling is
more than 1,000 meters above sea level,occupying a commanding po-
-sition with strategical location and difficulty of access.So a Chinese
saying goes like that"If one man guards the pass,ten thousand cannot
get through."Here,the Great Wall is like a huge dragon rising and fall-
ing in concert with the ridges of mountains at different height and
width. The walls’ average height is 7.8 metres.the width of the base is
6.5 metres, and the top is 5.8 metres wide .1t is broad enough to accom-
modate five horses or ten people marching abreast.From Badaling to
Juyong Pass there are many historical sites and relics,and the land-
scape changes with the seasons."Folded Green of Juyong"is one of the

eight sights of old Yanjing.
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Jiayu Pass Situated in the Jiayu City in Gansu Province Jiayu
Pass is the ending point of the western part of the Great
Wall.Located between the snowy peak of the Qilian Mountains and
Mountain Heishan in the Mazong Mountains.it has an important
position,thus named"Magnificent Pass Under Heaven" .Moreorer,
it is the only way through the Silk Road.

Jiayu Pass was first built in 1372,and the tower was constructed
later.The ladder-shaped tower with three-layer upturned eaves cov-
ers an area of 33,500 thousand square metres.At its corners there
are four watchtowers.There are broad ways for horses upto the

top,from which ¥

we can see yel-
low sands filling
in the sky with
wird.In sunny
days,we can see
wonderful mi-
rage and land-
scape of north of
the Great Wall.
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Shanhai Pass Situated 15 km northeast of the
Qinhuangdao City in Hebei Province,Shanhai Pass is an impor-
tant pass known all over the world,and the first guard pass at the
beginning of the Great Wall.Situated at the foot of a mountain
and overlooking the sea,it enjoys the reputation as "the First Pass
Under Heaven".

Leaning against Mount Yanshan in the north and facing the
Bohai Sea in the south,Shanhai Pass is of strategic position,and
is a key junction that connects Northeast and the North China.It
is one of the most perfect old cities of our country.Originally the
pass had four gates. The"Zhendong Gate "is the very "First Pass
Under Heaven".The rectangular battlement of the pass is 12 metres
high,on which there are characters inscribed as"Tian XiaDiYi
Guan"(namely the First Pass Under Heaven).The plainly and
forcefully executed characters are
as high as 1.6 metres.According
to historical records,the five char-
acters were inscribed by a callig-
rapher named Xiao Xian of the
Ming Dynasty in 1472 .Standing
on the gate-tower and looking
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southward at the sea,one can get a good view of a vast expanse of
misty and rolling waters in the sea,and of vague Old Dragonhead,the
starting point of the Great Wall.Looking into the Great Wall in the
north,one feels enchanted with the undulating mountains and the peaks

of Mount Yanshan rising one higher than another.
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The Forbidden City The Forbidden City the imperial palace
of the Ming and Qing Dynasties,is now the Palace Museum.Located
at the heart of Beijing,the Forbidden City was built between 1406
and 1420.and ever housed 24 emperors of the Ming and Qing
dynasties,in tolal. By now.it has a history of over 570 years.Objects
of artistic value of different dynasties are exhibited in the
Museum,which is an abundant cultural and artistic treasure house
of our country . Magnificent and imposing,the Museum is the big-
gest and most complete existing palace construction group,and the
essence of the ancient architectural arts in China.lt is also the big-
gest imperial palace in the world,winning the same reputation as
the Versailles Palace,the Buckingham Palace,the White House and
the Kremlin Palace,and was put down on the list of "the World Cul-
tural Heritages"by the UNESCO.

The Museum contains over 9,000 halls and rooms,mostly of which
are brick and wooden structures.In order to display the majesty of the
"Son of the Heaven,"the Museum was constructed in the centre of
Beijing. The construction group is located symmetrically on the main
part,and the axis across the Museum from south to north coincides the
axis of the city.The constructional organization and the name of the
halls are also of symbolic significance.The Hall of Supreme
Harmany(Taihedian)stands on a base of 8 metres high,which symbol-
izes the lofty of the heaven;the Palace of Celestial Purity
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