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Advantages

Science has brought about several outstanding advan-

tages to mankind.

Science and technology have been developing rapidly
during the past ten years. Their development has
brought lots of benefits to mankind.

Science has changed so much of today’s world. Due
to science, we now live safer, more comfortable and

convenient lives.

We all hope that modern technology will reach a
higher level, because modern technology makes life
more convenient indeed.

Modern technology makes life more convenient;
tools are the milestones of the technology as well as

human being’s progress.

Men used to cut trees with hand saw. But now, by
using electronic saw they can cut down a tree in only

a few minutes.

Another example is more vivid: You have something
urgent which has to be informed to your friend
whose house is two hour’s ride away. You probably
want to make a phone call. But no telephone is in-
stalled in your friend’s home. What could you do?

For example, much of the heavy work which used to
be done by hand has now been fulfilled by automatic

machines, efficient robots and powerful computers.

Man can, nowadays, travel to the far corners of the
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world and even land on the moon.

The vast improvements made in the field of medicine
have served to lengthen our life expectancy and to re-

duce the rate of infant mortality.

Medical breakthroughs have eradicated many fatal

diseases that were once common.

Better health also helps people prevent slowly debili-
tating conditions, such as heart disease, which can

take their lives at an early age.

As civilization has advanced, our living environment

and sources of food have become more sanitary.

The discovery of mechanization, better seeds, better
techniques of irrigation and pest control have worked

to increase productivity levels on farms.

In transportation, the railway, modern ocean liner,
jet plane, and motor vehicle have made our lives
more comfortable and provided great possibilities for
modern commercial development and industrializa-

tion.

While progress has brought us many time-saving ma-
chines, it has also brought us pollution. We can now
live more convenient and productive lives, but our
quality of life is reduced by the polluted environ-
ment. Another drawback of progress is that while
progress has made it easier for us to work and to ob-
tain more things, it has also made us want more
things.

Progress has changed the way we live and the way
we relate to other people. Some inventions, such as
the telephone, make it unnecessary for people to
meet face-to-face. And because of television, fewer
people spend their free time talking or doing things
together.
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The invention of the computer has assisted the pro-

cess of calculation in laboratories.

Nowadays, with modern technology advancing, us-
ing internet is popular with us. Some years ago,
people hand go get what they wanted through look-
ing into a lot of information; at last people could be-
come tired and spent too much time. Now, if you
use Internet, all become a piece of cake. Only by
clucking, you will gain what you expect.

In light of the concerns associated with this new well
of genetic information, supports of the research
stress that the benefits of the new drafts such as im-
proved screening for diseases, personally tailored
medication and a better scientific understanding of
the woman body, should not be overlooked.

However, man is the decisive factor in the develop-

ment of science and technology.

He can take strong measures to solve all those prob-
lems caused by the rapid development of high-teach.

But in this instance the fault lies not with science,
but rather with man’s intention to misuse the dis-

coveries of science.

An interesting fact about technology is that it can
both hurt the environment and be our best hope for
preventing or repairing such damage.

Technological progress is not the enemy of the envi-
ronment but is perhaps its best friend, since it allows
us to reduce humanity * s footprint on the natural
world.

High-tech agriculture boosts farm productivity,
which means a cheaper food supply and more land

spared for nature.

Better sewage treatment means that our rivers and
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stream can run free of pollutants.

Catalytic! converters on the cars and better filters
on power-plant smoke-stacks have greatly reduced

smog, smoke and soot in the air.

[ firmly believe that man is able to make science and

technology serve the interests of mankind.
2 Disadvantages

Science and technology have, at the same time, also

brought harm and even disasters to us.

Though this is true, science has also brought new

and complicated problems to the world.

In the modern life of ours, it is ironic that we find
ourselves being more and more enslaved by science

instead of being freed by it.

Now we are so dependent on the products of science
that we cannot imagine how we could go on living

without them.

However, science has been responsible for pollution
and has given us the nuclear bomb which threatens

our very existence.

Modern industry, as well as modern traffic conve-
niences, has created a serious problem of air pollu-

tion.

The ‘green house effect’ is now threatening the ex-

istence of mankind.

Worst of all, high-tech has created all kinds of dead-

ly weapons such as nuclear missiles.

The drafts that researchers finished of the human

genome introduce a wealth of vital information for
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medical researchers. But some fear there may also be
such a thing as too much information. “Just as we
fought major battles lover social, racial and women’s
rights in past decades, these will be the years we
battle against genetic discrimination.” said Jeremy
Rifkin of the Foundation for Economic Trends and

author of The Biotech Century.

The new discovery may have dangerous implication.
Not only may agencies select for genetic traits, some
parents may start as well in what might be consid-
ered the most extreme application of genetic informa-

tion—designing children.

Although scientists stress that this capability is still
in the far future, we may someday be able to signal
for select genes in unborn children. Parents could al-

so begin to screen fetuses while still in the womb and

then decide whether or not to abort a pregnancy.

This possibility is particularly threatening for minori-
ties such as gay people and the disabled.

“I think that science could go a little far,” says
George Kerford, Chairman and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the World Association of People With Dis-
abilities. “There are people who out there born with
disabilities who are sharper than sharp. We would

miss out on a lot if we screened against them. ”

Some ethicists regard the cloning of humans as a
morally unjustifiable intrusion into human life.

The experiment had long been given up at the major
centers of scientific research.

Even high school biology students knew that once a
mammalian cell had differentiated, and was pro-
grammed by nature to be bone or nerve or skin, it

could be deprogrammed.

Yet Wilmut did it. From an adult female sheep, he
and his colleagues cloned a sheep called Dolly.
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Wilmut wanted to use his cloning technology to im-

prove livestock.

The cloning is a remarkable breakthrough in bioengi-

neering.

But it soon caused worldwide concern over its ethi-

cal, social and scientific implications.

What makes this challenge even more difficult is that

Dolly is not terribly real for most people.

Israel, Australia, China and most European coun-

tries have prohibited human cloning.
Perhaps, like nuclear warfare or human eugenics,
the full meaning of cloning will be felt only when we

get a taste of its abuse.

Human cloning should be banned.
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Advantages

Computer is used so widely that nearly all the fields
in which we live have been deeply concerned about.

It is believed that the computer can do almost every-

thing.

At the time the computer was invented, scientists,

carried away (ff ¥ 3, &) by its calculating
speed, felt that they had created a miracle.

It was gradually used not only in mathematics,
physics, chemistry and astronomy, but in places like
the library, hospital and military army to replace the

works of man.

Somehow, computer is no longer patent of profes-
sional computer engineers. More and more common
people even pupils can use computers in their daily
life.

With the help of it, we can do things that could not
be done before.

For this reason, the computer was entitled *Elec-

tronic Brain’ in terms of appreciation.
Conquering the universe, discovering new things,
and explaining mysterious phenomena puzzling us at

present are all made possible by computer.

One of the greatest advancements in modern technol-
ogy has been the invention of computers.

With the popularization of science and technology,
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