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Liberty conststs in the power of
doing that which is permitted by law

——Cicero
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Part One . A First Look

® Look and Say

Directions: Read the following pictures carefully and discuss the questions below with your partner.

Questions for discussion

What does the thirteen blue and white stripes and the fifty stars stand for on the Amencan nation-
al flag”

Make a description of the Statue of Liberty.

. Do you know any history of the Statue of Liberty and the Liberty Bell?

. What do the three things mean to the American?



® Reading the Passage

Directions: Read the passage in 10 minutes and try to get the main idea through your first reading.

1

2

3

4

5

American Freedom

Sense of Freedom

The heart of the American calendar is July 4. Americans have celebrated this date as Independ-
ence Day since 1776. On this holiday, parades, picnics and fireworks create a festive aimosphere,
Red, white and blue ribbons mimic the colors of the “Stars and Stripes”. Patriotic speeches re-
mind Americans of their heritage. But July 4 is more than a national holiday. It represents the
heartheat of America; freedom.

Ask the average American, “What is freedom?” You will probably hear, “It's being able to do
what [ want to do. " When Americans think of freedom they often think of individualism. They see
themselves, more as individuals than as members of a family or social group. American-style de-
mocracy tries 1o protect individual rights. It also promises each person the freedom to make
choices. People in other cultures may not understand this emphasis on individuals. Stressing indi-
vidual human rights seems strange to cultures where the rights of society are more important.

Privacy is one good example of individual rights. Personal freedom in America often means the
right to one’s own space. In many American homes, each child has his or her own bedroom. When
Americans want to visit friends or relatives, they usually call first. They don't want to invade
someone’s privacy, even if they know the person quite well. Also, in some cultures, people have
strong ties to their extended family. They openly share time, money and informatien with their kin-
folk. Americans, on the other hand, prefer to keep many “family matters” private. For them, a
“family unit” is just a husband and wife and their children. They dislike having relatives or out-
siders meddle in their affairs. Likewise, individuals may not want to share private information in
everyday conversation. If a stranger asks about their salary, age, marital status or religion, Amer-
cans might feel embarrassed or uncomfortable.

In American culture, freedom also implies equality. The Declaration of Independence states
that “all men are created equal. ” That does not mean equal in ability or status. For American, e-
quality refers to equal worth and equal opportunity. Every individual should have an equal chance
to improve his life. True, America has not lived up to that ideal. For many years, Native Amen-
cans, African Americans and immigrants have protested their unequal treatment. But American
culture still teaches that people can work hard and fulfill their dreams. Whether this idea is true or
not, people hear rags-to-riches stories often enough to confirm it in the minds of many.

Freedom arouses strong feelings for Americans. The idea of liberty binds people together in this
“land of the free. " However, problems still exist. One individual's freedom can conflict with the
rights of others. Someone once said, “You have the freedom to swing your fist around if you want.
But your freedom ends where my nose begins. " People can also become too concerned about their

own rights. They might demand special treatment. No, the path to freedom is not completely
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smooth. Even so, for Americans, no other road is really worth traveling,

The Concept of Freedom

6  Perhaps the word “freedom” is one of the most respected popular words in the United States to-
day.

7 By “freedom,” Americans mean the desire and the ability of all individuals to control their own
destiny without outside interference from the government, a ruling noble class, the church or any
other organized authority. The desire to be free of controls was a basic value of the new nation in
1776, and it has continued to attract immigrants to this country.

8  There is, however, a price to be paid for this individual freedom, self-reliance. Americans be-
lieve that individuals must leam to rely on themselves or risk losing freedom. This means achieving
both financial independence and emotional independence from their parents as early as possible,
usually by age 18 or 21. It means that Americans believe they should take care of themselves,
solve their own problems and “stand on their own two feet. ” Tocqueville observed the Americans
belief in self-reliance 150 years ago in the 1830s;

9  They owe nothing to any man, they expect nothing from any man; they acquire the habit of al-
ways considering themselves as standing alone, and they are apt to imagine that their whole destiny
is in their own hands. )

10 This strong belief in self-reliance continues today as a basic American value. It is perhaps one
of the most difficult aspects of the American character to understand, but it is profoundly impor-
tant, Americans believe that they must be self-reliant in order to keep their freedom. If they rely
too much on the support of their families or the government or any organization, they may not be
free to do what they want.

11 By being dependent, not only do they risk losing freedom, but they also risk losing the respect
of their peers. Even if they are not truly self-reliant, most Americans believe they must at least
appear to be so. In order to be in the mainstream of American life — to ha‘;'e power and/or re-
spect — individuals must be seen as self-reliant. Although receiving financial support from chari-
ty, family, or the government is allowed, it is never admired. Many people believe that such in-

dividuals are setting a bad example that may weaken the American character as a whole.

(845 words)

@ Words and Expressions

calendar [ 'keelinds |n. pages printed to show days, weeks, and months of a particular year, that
you hang on the wall B
parade [ pa'reid |n. a public celebration when musical bands, brightly decorated vehicles etc. move
down the street {§ 1T
festive [ 'festiv] adj. looking or feeling bright and cheerful in a way that seems suitable for celebrating
something KM, T HK

atmosphere [ '@tmastfia | n. the feeling that an event or place gives you %



mimic[ 'mimik ] v. to behave or operate in exactly the same way as something or someone else 5

heritage[ 'heratig ] n. important qualities, customs, and traditions that have been in a society for a
long time ( 304k JH SR B ) M7=, B85

heartheat [ 'ha:tbi:tn. the action or sound of your heart as it pumps blood through your body .8,
L

individual [ inda'vigual] adj. (only before noun) belonging to or intended for one person rather than

a group N A BT A AW, MBH
destiny[ 'destani ] n. (usually singular) the things that will happen to someone in the future, espe-
cially those that cannot be changed or controlled iz

interference inta'fisrans I n. an act of interfering +#, T

authority [ 2:'@arati | n. an official organization or local government department which controls public
affairs, provides public service etc. B

immigrant| 'imogrant ] n. someone who comes from abroad to live permanently in another country ¥
R

self-reliance[ ;self'rilaians ] n. ability to decide what to do by yourself, without depending on the help

and advice of other people B HHE 4 {KEAC

financial [ fai'neenfal | adj. connected with money or management of money M H b &, 4 B9

profoundly [ pra'faundli] adv. having a strong influence or effect i1, JE 4 #h

peer [ pia] n. someone of the same age, social class etc. as you [RIZEMIA R

mainstream [ 'meinstri:m ] n. the people whose ideas about a subject arc shared by most people and

' regarded as nomal (iZ5), BAE%M) T H
privacy [ 'praivasi] n. the state of being able to be alone,and not seen or heard by other people &
i, W 4b

tic[ tai |n. a relationship between two people, groups or countries that connects them 3% &

kinfolk [ 'kinfauk ] n. ( plural) relatives 3 g, % /&

meddle [ 'medl] v.to deliberately become involved in a situation that does not concem you,or that

you do not understand T ¥ , & HFH
marital [ 'meritl ] adj. connected with marriage HFUAM , REH

embarrassed [ im'berast] adj. ashamed, nervous, or uncomfortable in a social situation % {8 17 #&

B, KEK
confirm [ kan'fo:m] v. to show that something is definitely true, especially by providing more proof
bind [ baind] v. to form a strong emotional or economic connection between two people, countries
ete. fi- 45 HE

swing | swip ] v. move backwards and forwards ( §ijJ5 ) #E3h , {#i------ 5l
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@ Phrases

national holiday ExREkERA

rely on to trust someone or something to do what you need or expect them to
do K% 15

take care of to look after someone or something F8¥} , 1E &

be apt to having a natural tendency to do something % -+---- iy, BT
)

set an example to behave in a sensible way so that other people will copy you #f3if
s

extended family a family group that consists not only of parents and children but also

of grandparents, aunts, elc. KEE(BNERFRINFAETHEFE
BHIFEE) 5 nuclear family (8.0 FEE) X R

live up to 10 do as well as they were expected to do what they promised [H] i
(M%) B L
refer to to mention or speak about someone or something 1% 2|

® Proper Names

Independence Day (£ [H) v 2.3 H(7 B4 H)

Stars and Stripes £ 4 ( £ EEK)

Tocqueville [ 'tokvil ] 3T 52 4t /K (1805 ~ 1859 ) 28 4 Alexis Charles de Tocqueville 3 EHEBIE %K,
BTk EA K

the Declaration of Independence (EEM)MIEF (176 ET H4 HER)

@ Cultural Hints

Stars and Stripes It is the first official flag of the United states. It was created by Congress on
June 141777, It consisted of 13 alternate red and white stripes and 13 white stars in a field of blue,
representing the 13 colonies that had declared their independence in 1776. Congress adopted a new
flag of 15 stars and 15 stripes in 1795, to give representation to the two new states admitted into the
Union, Vermont and Kentucky.

By 1817, there were 20 states in the Union, and it became apparent that adding one stripe for
each new state would destroy the shape of the flag. As a result, Congress in 1818 restored the origi-
nal design of 13 stripes and provided that each state was to be represented by one star. In 1912
President William H. Taft made the first official provision for the arrangement of the stars. He or-
dered that there be six even rows of eight stars each. Previously the arrangement of the stars had
been left to the flagmaker’s fancy. ’

The evolution of the Stars and Stripes reflects the growth of the United States. After the admis-

sion of Hawaii into the Union in 1959, the flag was officially changed for the 26th time since its cre-



ation.

BHR EAMAIXEF-mEXEN,RHEES 177746 A 14 AREN, Eh 13 H
4 AMEM AR LSRN 13 MARHK, AR I1TT6 FERMIN BIHER, B2
F 1795 ERATHE 15 BEM 15 HH KB EB, URABENSMBER QBN 5
FHAFEE,

B 1871 R BBECH 20 M B, RN - FEMEE I — BB &, RS E
MR, TR EEST 1818 FRE T ERRITH 13 HEEL HNEE-IPHA B ERK
Ro 10124 B - # - BRBRBGEHEER WO RN MMHRNE - TIEXRE, e
SEEBE L IR B HERB SRR, BT A B EHZHT, L E — B R d R G e & & HE
HC AT .

BEAMOBEERBELENRK IR, €199 FEMIBEREARLE, X — Kk
THEFEZBEMNS 26 KIEARS,

Individualism America’s individualism culture springs from a 2 000 year tradition of Roman
and Greek arts, philosophy and government, as well as the moral and legal traditions of Christianity.
Mere centuries ago, Europeans settled a vast, relatively unpopulated continent, where they enjoyed
unprecedented freedom and opportunity as their government mobilized them to settle the frontier.
Though America’s frontiers have vanished, the frontier mentality of individualism remains the emo-
tional and philosophical corerstone of American culture.

PMPAEX FEHBATMMEANXL ERTARTFEEENFIAFROZAR ETE.
BUE, U REE S E AR, (UUL 2 LR, BMA /T -4 AR A DH
RRAOARE, EIRE, d TEASRMNERILEER MONFEESHRAN S R
%, BRAFENTIRCEAHFE T BEFANEEABAS MOOERE HRERE
AR BRI B R

privacy In order to understand the American, or Western idea of personal privacy, you should
slart by thinking of a nations concept of “territoriality”. A nation has borders or boundaries and
everything within those boundaries beiongs to that nation and no other. And so is it in case of a pri-
vate house. If one enters a private house without asking for permission, he is likely to be accused of
trespassing or even burglary. And there is, again, individual territory, even in a house: a person’s
bedroom, for example, is his or her territory. These who do not live in that bedroom must not enter
without asking and must not open the closet, desk or drawer in that room. On top of the desk, there
may be letters, business papers or other articles. You must not pick up one of these and read it. If
a person is reading something, you must not lean over his shoulder to “share” it with him. It is his
private property. The same concept is true in an office. If it is somebody else’s oﬁice‘, always ask,
“May I come in ?” and wait for an affirmative answer before entering the room.

In the United Stated, one’s income is the top secret. People at the same office have the faintest
idea of how much each person earns, except the hoss.

It is also considered impolite to inquire aboul one’s property. If one of American shows you
something that he has just bought, you will, of course, say “What a nice skirt. It looks fabulous™,
or something like that, but don’t inquire about the price.

In the United States one must not ask about the age of others. If you do, they will feel unhap-
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py, especially ladies, voung and old. Americans hate to find they are getting old. If an American
lady tells you about her age, you may say “Oh, dear me! you don’t expect that I believe you,” or
“No, really you don’t look it.”

BR(R) ZTHEENHXETHIARE"HE, NZAER WL BEERE
FRE, TEHFACHLE, ARK, EAREAAN - IBR TRHE, W—ERAEEX
R MFEEAENNE, BNEARSFTEARE RGERAREZREGTTHITZEE
B, R RE—EETFE, MALARACKHS L. FME - ANENZHR s &R
+. PMEEXEMEBZEHMA THASFAA ERNEITFEAMNER L FHOME. £ LA
SEHEM FH XM, K- FRATEREARN, BOMNAERESF A RKATAA
REGHE BAXRERTHAIAFEN. MBS UREEATAILE, HHEEHRHAR
PAE ARGERE — T RATLUERG?ERIE EMEEAEHEA,

EEE, P AHRARRRINE . BRERI, ZABRZLERER —DHRLAZNRRLH
AREE,

ETREANNBRAYVFLEASREILN. BO—RRERR, SHE© (M) KRS
RA TR ZFNE T ARATFE T X UIENE BT IABZITHENH
5

EXE, FUATEJAKFER, WMRIEE T ANSBIAEX, FHREL, A EHE
BARFE, RKEAABFTERWAHFACEET, BU—UEXEL L EFREGFR,HA,
AT RS “B ! R HUARSMERG?" 8RN, B —AHBAR",

self-reliance Early in 19th century, in the essay “Self-reliance” , Ralph Waido Emerson, A-
merican philosopher and writer stresses the importance of sturdy independence in thought and ac-
tions. In the U.S. , traits which lead to success are generally considered to be the willingness to
work hard (at any kind of job), scholarship or skill, initiative, an agreeable and outgoing personali-
ty. In other words, even in the realm of personal progress, this is a “do-it-yourself” society. By and
large, success is neither inherited nor bestowed. _

BhEE REVOHE, XEMOFER EXREREYE(AENEA) - XFRAT M7
BRBYATANERNE, HXE, -BANUT LRSS B TR, L EFF (R
BFTH2) FhH—HZE YERBRMLE IERES M. CREBE, EMAZBIRE,
XEH SRR ACHT", BRRR, R RES, WiERB,

age 18 or 21 At 21, the age of majority (now lowered to 18 in many countries) , one becomes
an adult; Usually the family has a big party for the new adult and a major present — an expensive
watch or a car — is given to him or her. The present, of course, varies from family to family.

B2 B ARAZHERIAN SINFER(RELLPERMEE 18 AS) —PARR
BT 8 FERXET - PREMERE S KAHRE, D&% 4R —HKLY—
—ARENRNR - E. YRLUNBRECHZESFAGN ARG AR,

charity It has become an American tradition that those who attain great wealth return some of
it to the public through philanthropy. Many philanthropists donate their money to help the people
who are poor and in trouble. For example, John D. Rockefeller, who began as a poor boy, became
fabulously rich through oil refineries and other enterprises. In his old age, in the early 1900, he be-

gan to donate millions for beneficial undertakings. The various Rockefeller foundations support re-



search as well as humanitarian causes in the United States and in other parts of the world. There are
also many charities that collect money or goods in order to help people who are poor, sick etc. For
example, when you go to church in western countries, you will often see a collection box at the gate
of the church. People who pass it will never ignore it. People sometimes have charity performance to
collect money for charities. '

BE(I) GEXEATESREEEMENASEIEZSELEBIMERRMLS, X
DA REMES. FEEERE LRI R LB RE AL TEREH AN, Fu,
D BRI, FERENFET, EG R M WA S AELUBRENE
Fo TEMEFETH) 1900 4], A RBREE T LA 28T L, FRHERESEL LY
FEMUFZIATREMAEELEL., CHFZEENNBEEY ., UEBHISREN 8
MEIN . BN, AN EE, SR ABENIE, ERESTO,FE2ELEH /%88,
Mt g ABAREX AR B . A BE, ANTSRIT LR NS ER,

® Vocabulary Map

Directions: The following wocabulary map may help you form a schema on the main idea of the pas-

sage. Fill in the map with what you think suitable based on the passage.

BOoR ¥ OB ¥ OB 8 8




¥ E ¥ w & ®&

I

| €
[t
f::‘
L.
=y

® Reading Comprehension

Directions . Write the topic sentence of each paragraph of the first part of the passage “Sense of Free-

dom” in the space provided.
Para 1:
Para 2.
Para 3.
Para 4.
Para 5:

Directions : Write the main idea of the second part of the passage “ The Concept of Freedom” according

to the vocabulary map.

Directions ; After reading the passage, choose the best answer from the four choices to answer each

(2]

question or to finish each statement.

. Why is July 4 more than just an American national holiday?

A. Because it is celebrated with fireworks.

B. Because it is a day of festivities.

C. Because it represents freedom.

D. Because it is a day when people make patriotic speech.
What does freedom mean to the average American?

A. Tt means they are free to live with their kinfolk.

B. It means individual human rights.

C. Tt means freedom to belong to any social group.

D. It means equality in ability or status.

Why do Americans prefer to keep family matters private?
A. Because they dislike relatives meddling in their affairs.
B. Because they dislike invasions of their privacy.

C. Because they don't have habit of sharing private information in everyday conversation.
). All of the above.

. In Amenca who is included in a family unit?

A. husband and wife and their children.
B. extended family members.

C. kinfolk and relatives.

D. husband and wife.



5. Which of the following applies to the phrase “all men are created equal?”
A. Equal abilities or status.
B. Equal worth and opportunity.
C. Equal salary and benefit.
D. Equal treatment.
6. What does the sentence”. . . But your freedom ends where my nose begin. ” probably mean?
A. You will have no freedom if I smell.
B. You will have no freedom if your freedom conflicts with mine.
C. You will have no freedom if your freedom violates mine.
D. You will have no freedom if you hit my nose.
7. The desire to be free of control
A. was a basic value of the American in 1776
B. has been a basic value of the American
C. has continued to attract immigrants to America
D. All of the above
8. For their individual freedom, the Americans
A. pay a lot of money
B. take care of themselves and solve their own problems
C. rely on themselves
D. take misk of getting independence from their parents
9. The Americans believe strongly in self-reliance since
A. they want to hold their freedom
B. they do not believe their families or their government or any organization
C. it is their character
D. they expect nothing from others
10. The Americans must at least be seen as self-reliant because
A. they are not allowed to get financial support from others
B. they don't want to risk losing freedom and the respect of others
C. they don’t want to weaken the American character as a whole
D.

they owe nothing to any man

@ Vocabulary and structure

Directions: Complete the sentences with words or phrases given in the box. Change the form if neces-

sary.
atmosphere tie meddle arouse pay for
acquire ~_financial __ fulfill privacy  expect. . . from
1. The al home’s been depressing since they had that fight.
2. She a knowledge of French.
3

. I wish you wouldn’t in my affairs,
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4. The science fiction _____ my curiosity to the universe.

5. The officer ______ complete obedience ______ his troops.

6. In the crisis of 1998, Japan met with great _difficulties,

7. You'll have to ___ your selfishness some day.

8. Close economic ______ between the two countries have been set up since 1990.

9. To ______ his ambition to become a politician, he intends to go to law school.

10. When Alex is sad, he often withdraws from his family. He stays in the _____ of his bedroom.

Part Two Look Again

® Timed Reading(1)
Directions: Read the following passage in 10 minutes and then do the exercises.

Lives, Fortunes, Sacred Honor

The men who signed the Declaration of Independence
committed an act of treason. What happened to them?
By Rush Limbaugh Jr.

1 It was a glorious morning with the sun shining. Up early, Thomas Jefferson found time to huy
gloves for his wife, Martha, at home in Monticule, before he arrived at the State House in Phila-
delphia, where the Continental Congress was meeting,

2 The temperature was 72 degrees. But the moment the door was shut, the large room became an
oven( 2k4P). The windows were mostly closed, so that loud, quarreling voices could not be heard
by passers-by. But small openings atop( £ -+~ T L ) the windows allowed in a slight stir { #%Zh,
Wi ) of air -and a large number of horseflies( Z#8 , #1- ) and mosquitoes( #{F ) from a nearby sta-
ble( B F5 ). The men’s silk stockings did not protect them from the insect’s ( ELHL, 1) bites.

E 3 The Revolutionary War had been under way for over a year, Today Congress was debating ( #f

£ ) the Declaration of Independence. While Jefferson had prepared the draft( B8, 2 38 )and was

& the hest writer, he had been verbose (TUI I, FAEEM). Congress hacked away ( f{k#% ) the ex-

cess. They did a good job, though Jefferson groaned (% ) at what he later called their
depredations ( 8{#, 153F ). For instance, “inherent ( [&7 #9, X 4 #7) and inalienable ( A~d]
F|ZF ) rights” came out “certain and inalienable rights”. A total of 86 alternations were made,
says scholar Julian Boyd, and almost 500 words were eliminated( j& % , #E&).

4 At last, after three days of wrangling( i) , the document was put to vote. The loud, some-
times, bitter argument stilled( F-#), and without fanfare( WU FEA L, B Z A EIE) votes
were taken. On July 2, 1776, a resolution of independence had been adopted. On July 4, the De-

claration was approved.

5  There were no trumpets( B\ ). Na one stood on his chair and cheered. The afternoon was wa-



