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a(A)
A.D.
adj
adv

ALD

AmE
apprec
Arab
attr
AusE
B.C.
BlackE
BrE
CCELD

CH

CH dial
COD
collog

conj

DAI

Short Forms

adjective

Anno Domini (after Christ)

adjective

adverb

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of
Current English (1984)

American English

appreciative

Arabic

attributive

Australian English

Before Christ

Black English

British English

Collins Cobuild English Language
Dictionary (1987)

Chinese

Chinese dialect

The Concise Oxford Dictionary (1982)
colloquial

conjunction

A Dictionary of American Idioms (1975)
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E
Eng
e. g
et al
etc.

euph

fig

Gr
Hin
ibid
l.e,
inf
IT
Jap

LDCE

n (N)
num
ODCIE

OE
OF
ON
Per

derogatory

English

English

exempli gratia (for example)
et alii (and others)

et cetera (and so on)
euphemism

French

figurative

German

Greek

Hindi

ibidem (from the same source)
id est (that is)

infinitive

Italian

Japanese

Latin

Longman Dictionary of Contempotary
English (1987)

noun

numeral

Oxford Dictionary of Current Idiomatic
English,Vol. 2(1983)

Old English -

Old French

Old Norse

Persian



poss
prep
pron
Russ
sb
Scot
sth
Sp
StandE
Tib
v

vi
Vol
vt

WNWD

WNDS

WTNID

possessive

preposition

pronoun

Russian

somebody

Scottish English

something

Spanish

standard English

Tibetan

verb

intransitive verb

volume

transitive verb

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the
American L.anguage (1980)

Webster’s New Dictionary of Synonyms
(1978)

Webster’s Third New International
Dictionary of the American L.anguage

(1961
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Chapter 1 The Basic Concepts of Words
and Vocabulary

In the beginning of the book on lexicology, the study of
meanings and origins of words (WNWD), it is necessary to
expound and define some basic concepts concerning words and
vocabulary. The word itself is an elusive notion, which needs
immediate consideration. The relationship between words and
vocabulary, between sound and meaning, and between sound
and form demands explanation as well. Language is not a fixed
list of words but a growing and developing store, which is quite
formidable. However, the huge unstable vocabulary of English
can be classified into a few manageable categories by different

criteria, This is also part of our concern in the first chapter.

1.1 The Definition of a Word

What is a word? This question has occupied the attention of
scholars and experts for ages. The definition of the word has
always been controversial. Although numerous definitions have
been suggested, none of them seem to be perfect. Experts and
linguists still do not agree on all aspects of the word.

When we talk about a word, we tend to think in visual
terms. In this way a word can be defined as a meaningful group

1



