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A Hat of Friendship

A year before Pearl Harbor, the American President
Roosevelt sent Hopkins to England to arrange effective aid to
the island country tired out by its war effort. This visit set in
motion"’ the “Lend-lease” plan which was to play such a

vital role in the war.

Churchill was quick to recognize the importance of the
mission® of this ambassador, and learnt from him that
isolationism'” was strong in almost every sphere in America
and this influence greatly hampered the policy making of the
American government. To realize the American desire to aid
Britain, the obstacles' put up by the isolationists must be
removed first. And to remove the obstacles, American public
opinion must be won over first. For this purpose, Churchill
invited Hopkins to attend his cabinet"' meetings. It was the
first time in English history for a non-British politician to at-
tend a cabinet meeting. It was an indication'” of the special
relationship between the two countries.

Soon afterwards Churchill made his international broad-
cast which was to have so great an influence on the public
opinion in the United States. Churchill had entrusted Hopkins
with the task of drafting ® the speech, and this showed the

wisdom® of Churchill in his choice as no one knew better
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than Hopkins the psychology" of the American people. He cer-
tainly knew what the Americans liked to hear.

The broadcast speech was an enormous success, espe-
cially that sentence: “Give us the tools and we Willvfinish the
job” which became so famous. At the time many Americans
doubted the British people’s ability to carry on with the war.
To supply arms to a dying man would not only fail to save
him but would court " disaster for oneself instead. This
skepticism™ was the protective guard of the stronghold"’ of
the isolationists. Churchill’s speech told the Americans what
the British lacked in their struggle was not courage"’ nor the
will to fight on. What they lacked were weapons. With the
needed weapons they could win the final victory.

The speech itself supplied those Americans opposed to
isolationism with the weapon to launch" an attack on isola-
tionism. Finally the Lend-lease Act was passed, and war ma-
terial of every kind, especially military equipment"’. began to
pour into Britain.

The English were naturally most pleased with Hopkins’
visit. Also a personal friendship grew up between Churchill

and Hopkins.

When Hopkins came to England, he was wearing an old
hat which he had worn for years. When he was about to return
home, he took the hat in his hand and stared at it for quite a

while and finally decided to throw it away. When Churchill
s(l7)

Jearnt about this he had a hat specially made with his initial




A Hat of Friendship . : §
“W.S.C” engraved™ on it and gave it to Hopkins as a present.
Hopkins wore this hat back to the United States. This story of
old hat for a new hat got circulated " for quite a while.

(1) set in motion & )

(2) lend-lease #l f&

(3) mission n. {& &

(4) isolationism n. L 32 F X
(5) obstacle n. &%

(6) cabinet n. 1 ]

(7) indication »n. F 7

(8) draft v. &£ &

(9) wisdom n. # #

{10 psychology n. 3

() court n. FHE(RESE)

(12) skepticism n. {f %

() stronghold n. & £

(19 courage n. &

(15 launch v. %X 3

(16) equipment n. % &

(7 initials n. £ FHAE FH

(9 engrave v. %l t
(%) circulate v. i, F#




BEARE
RNBE R E

PRBHAN6—F, XESEPHHREE S &
AR, e HE BB IR Bl g FE T 0 A B
HEEH . XEEERFDEFERE X MG
Ak -

FEFH/RE MRS SE R r X A& i HE -
T FL A AR BL T R 2, 7 AP, T e &4
ek, X ™ 8 g 8 BRI DR SR o A S [ R By 5
[ ) R PR B S BRI HEBR NS 3 S i EAVRRT
T B HERR X R R A4 1 Sl B B < i, VUK
BT AR T RS R RERY
BOTR A T PN PR 28 X TESE T o B Sk — Bl o 3R
Wi 2 R R TR K &R

WERA, EfERERT BTEH0EEE AR
PRV o X G VR AR ELAE 55, L /R RH TR
7 o3 For 7 & RIREI 24 i E A LA &
BT EEE AR T o SR E A KT 2 o

PREUHEIE R N IR “R AT, FA TR
DL GE T/ XAER T 25 - 4, b EE AR
AR B LHEFT T % o — R IERI A LR SRS, A EA
HEFS R, SR I 2 K 1 B X R PR B8 IR IE S 7 X
 HBRLMRTE B ERTHESIRRE A, EE AL
FeR T IR R B, MR T AR 1]
B R ES A T REAEES, AR T DU A
o

4 e R




