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Preface

What is landscape planning? It is to survey, evaluate, abstract and summarize the natural
beauty and its characteristics, and to define measures for conservation, utilization, man-
agement and development. It is also to integrate and rationalize, in a scientific and artis-
tic way, social needs with the nature, and to optimize the relationéhip between human
activities and the nature into a coordinated and landscaped leisure space. This space may
be a spot, a cluster, a stretch, an area, a zone or a region that displays specific
scenery, which although of different levels, together form a landscape system. This sys-
tem, since the very ancient time, has had three basic features, i.e. leisure and recre-

ation, landscape aesthetics and ecological conservation,

What should landscape planning do? Should it be for conservation, management, con-
struction or development? Or land use planning for the national territory or a district? Ar-
guments vary. The guidance chapter of this book tries to give a most recent and autho-
rized answer as it generally conforms to the Code for Scenic Area ( National Park of Chi-
na) Planning (GB50298-—1999), which is a compulsory code at the national level. The
editors of this Code are experts from the central government, e.g. the Ministry of Con-
struction, Ministry of Land Resources, State Cultural Relics Bureau, National Tourist
Administration and State Environmental Protection Administration, as well as a number of
provincial authorities, e. g. Construction Bureaus of Zhejiang and Anhui, Planning Insti-
tutes of Sichuan and Jiangxi, etc. The compilation of the Code cost a whole span for ten

years, making it a typical and representative work of the age, if not perfect.

The book only includes 9 theses that discuss the experts’ “whys” in landscape planning
in order to provide more space for practical planning cases that illustrate how, what and
by whom landscape planning should be done. It is expected that the book provides land-

scape planners, researchers and administrators with pragmatic information.

To tour mountains and rivers as a traveler and to enjoy the natural beauty is regarded as
an easy, pleasant and elegant topic. But it becomes a more serious one as a social activi-
ty and a social phenomenon. The growth of the world’ s population results in less land-
scape resources per capita which, along with the mounting human needs and desire, at-
taches more urgency and complexity to landscape planning. Responding to the accelera-
tion of the globalization process of economy and technology, there is an increasing voice
appealing for more social and cultural diversity at the local level. Therefore, landscape

planning, which is closely related to natural and cultural heritage, has been endued with



much historic mission and responsibility in the face of aggravated conflicts between glob-

alization and localization.

Therefore landscape planning may be divided into a hierarchy of forms such as regional
planning, master planning, detailed planning and site planning. Landscape planning has
to scientifically foster scenic resources and heritage; typically re —render the natural
beauty; wisely integrate human factors; romantically express the ideal value of life; and
facilitate the development and management of the landscape environment in an easily un-
derstandable way. The contemporary landscape planning has been comprehensively
shaped by technology, humane studies and arts. The relevant research works often exceed
thousands or even tens of thousands pages that cannot easily be published for better com-

munication. This is why the choice of cases for study in this book is so difficult.

The case study can be categorized as follows: (1) timewise: one each in 1960s and
1970s, six in 1980s and seven in 1990s and two cases in the 21st century. Among them
two plans of the Tai Mountain made at different times have both been selected in the
study; (2) regionwise: Haitan to the easternmost of the country, JiuZhaigou to the west-
ernmost, Sanya to the southernmost and Sun Island to the northernmost; (3) attribute-
wise: six cases of mountain type, four cases of river type, two cases of lake and coastal
view and one case of historical site; (4) with regard to planning hierarchy: two cases of
regional planning, eleven cases of master planning, two cases respectively of district
planning and detailed planning, three cases of site planning, and one each respectively of

tourist route planning, landscape and townscape planning, conservation area planning and

comprehensive planning.

Landscape and landscape environment has very distinctive characteristics and they face
diversified development issues. Therefore, although landscape planning does have com-
mon rules to follow, specific cases still need to be dealt with separately in the light of lo-
cal circumstances. The Code is indeed not an outline for any specific plan. It only de-
fines the baseline technical standards that leave much room for creative work in real prac-
tices. The cases included in this book are only an information source that provokes think-
ing in innovation process in planning. Landscape planning is not the simple aggregation
of other relevant plans and studies but should surely take them as reference. It should be
aware of the innovation and the dynamics of science and technology. It should pay atten-
tion to the guiding and balancing force of the human spirit. It should also take advantage
of the basic role of natural science and the methodology of social science, as well as the
measures of engineering technology, to address comprehensively various conflicts and
needs in the planning process. The importance and wisdom of landscape planning lie in

upholding heritage and emphasizing innovation and quality.
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