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Abstract

This book is partially based on the author’'s Ph. D. dissertation and reports
what has been found in an experimental sociolinguistic research project that was
designed to examine the color codability of Chinese university students in differ-
ent language situations. One hundred and sixty English majors (M=80; F=80)
were randomly drawn from all the four year levels of two foreign languages
departments in two different normal universities of China, thus forming three in-
dependent experimental groups and three experiments (main, follow-up & com-
parative) with a metropolitan versus urban contrast in populations.

A matrix of 40 color chips selected from a set of 120 color samples was used
as stimuli. A tetra partite categorization (Basic, Modified Basic, Basic-Basic &
Elaborated) was introduced to classify the data obtained. Along with the factors
of gender and age or year level, nine color lexicon-related variables, five demo-
graphic factors, four color-related hobbies, and nine language related exam
scores were collected and analyzed to test the three hypotheses advanced concern-
ing the relationships between the color codability of the subjects and other poten-
tial factors such as gender, demography, sub-culture, life experience, language
proficiency, and age or year level. A post-hoc interview was additionally adminis-
tered to look at dynamic mechanisms in the development of the subjects’ ability in
color coding. There are six chapters in this book. Chapter One concerns itself
with a critical survey of color research from different research orientations. The
necessity for conducting an experimental research of the issue from a sociolinguis-
tic perspective and also with a significance to applied linguistics is discussed in
Chapter Two. Chapter Three provides a detailed description of the design of the
whole project. Chapter Four reports the results obtained from the three experi-
mental groups at a tripartite level of analysis (by group, by sex & by sex and
year level). Moreover, group differences are examined and compared in Chapter
Five. Finally, Chapter Six ends the whole study, with conclusions, discussions,
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and implications being recapitulated. The major conclusions obtained from the
present investigation are that: 1) a cognitive difference is captured in the mental
representation of the color lexicon; 2) students’ color codability is governed by a
constellation of determinants varying in degrees of importance for separate
experimental groups; 3) female superidrity is demonstrated across all three inde-
pendent experimental groups; 4) demographic and sub-cultural factors influence
students’ color performance in a substantial way; and 5) the impact of students’
language proficiency or formal language training at school varies with the color
performance of subjects from different populations, and cannot be regarded as a
primary and independent factor governing the English color codability of Chinese

university students.

Key words: Sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, experimental research, color

codability, Chinese university students, gender differences
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List of Abbreviations

Alg, American literature
ANOVA, an analysis of variance
AV, average

B-4, Band-4 Test

B-8, Band-8 Test

Blk, blank (i.e., No Response)
Cat, category

Comp, comparative

Crect, correct

Cul, cultural

DF, degree of freedom

Demo, demographical

DNA, deoxyribonucleic acid
Educat, education

EFL, English as a foreign language
Elt, English literature

E or Eng, English

Entr, Entrance Exam

Ero, error

ESL, English as second language
Etr, English Entrance Exam
Exp, experience

Expmt, experiment

Ext, extensive

F-up, . follow-up

GDP, Gross Domestic Product
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