LOOKING TOUARD THE NORTHUEST

Ancient Towns and Fortresses of Northwest China
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PERSPECTIVES OF THE SPLENDID NORTHWEST

Ancient Towns and Fortresses of Northwest China

E wm/k B OE 2

WEARMRM



EHEESE (CIP) i

VP A KE, TEER . - LB AF.
FrEB AR, 2002.6

(P EARRIHERRTIAS)

ISBN 7-228-07139—5

'I VB I oo E 1T L EEGENE ()
~FHX - FEE [V K924 -64

E A E A E CIP #U3E&T (2002) £ 0271228

o A AR R TUMA
-1k 14

—— MR
E HKMA g
# ®EIsg
® WA

BEXHE FRER

EXRIT EER

HEEF KFH

RUKRE % B FBE

RIERE FHE

wEKX 1§

gt AWKk BEE EIE
HARZ 1T MBARBRM

#y it SEARFHRRHEE348 5
HP %% 830001

B 3§ HIRE0991-2825887 £1TH}0991-2816212
HIARED B RYIEH RSB R LR

E+ & 1/24 889 x 1194
Ep # 25

F # 240 F=

[ R 200246 BE 1R

Ep X 2002 6 RS 1 KEPRI
£ # 1 - 5000

& # 30.00 %




&

oZlJewuns

ImERTTH 2HEE, ARMNMBLFRNLAZE, SEHRRYTE, NKEEIBRIFET
miEtAE, MREMN, #MBEEL. E K=ZKN, BREFEILDEMAMBEREL. £5F. X
L ERHMEKRE—E. BEPICH, BEATAN 139 FRBHERAEZAT, REAILLEN
DPYREEFREEIE, RALAZBOFBEH TREK. ABEFHLAERNUG, #E
ZHER TES.

£\ BATTRE, ANBREERSENE T F4. NBAEREE R MHEERIZLTHE.
BR. KR, FEMA. UEXAREETAEEERR, AEHT, FPLAnitE, £
RAZBHERBNT — TR

BE, BERIRPHONE THESIRILAZENEZZERS, LREUNEEKEAR
ARFLABLBOXALEZ—. REF. BWHTF. 28T, FEREFKBNINHLEE,
REENEEXLN—ES. 14, ERMRFERNEEESTET, BREDF, HEHHH,
AAMKIERE, HEERHILRPIFI.

AEER, HRABESK, ZETAKROEN. PERERAK, XERBARATENE
Bz, XK, SF/URKAERERETY, XEEREENHEX. BKE. KitH. 58
W, PMPR. BEE. WO, MG, s FRIRSCRA. PSS AR R Lo b ith T
R.MEe, UEXNEE, BHTALNER. XBMVE, BRFR, RIRES, BHEME
=, EAEKES.

“P|Z iR, AE=1T/E. EANERNZNEE, E5PRNEFILZRSD,
EHUETHENXM. 8. XF. B - MEAEGAAR, BEREEENHET.
SR, ENREBHEEATFSAMEKRZH, RE, —FERREMNIE, EATIHENE, 5t
CREBTR, AMETENREZM.

£2R2 %, RERTRFAAROLZZTERKNAT, BRREMNHEZN, BREMNTHE
ZH, RFHAMRHOZMZE, XEREOML, 25 ERMRIE.

FEEFRKEMNHETIUERIEERFHENK, BHMNKE, BEEKEFRE, MR
EEFEDPAM ERFXMRAKEER, ELREXAFAL.

(i - KFEFIME) i, N@H, CEUA, MEBERBLUBAILE. XRBIAENE
RTASRE (SHRKE) EEROKE, MRIPLAZENRE. XRHE LEREHA
B, KMME (F7101 ) RAENUBEFISHEZERF, BFNFHE. ZEik, 200025
BRAABEKHEER, ANER—ECMENE. NRE—SBH TIRBRBEER, HkEE
RTSRE. FIE, FLUERIEE. BAEXTHMEX. EITXHLBPEI=Y.

RRKEIREREX, Hit2302F, iEHE18k2Z %, KELHE000ZAE, BFZR
FHEEE, AVRELKESL, B LERELTRH LS AEHEWARE. KEGEXE
BRYELEHNHE, SRITRLKRIKZ EREERBGEEFN, BITHR THEN 2R,
XEBREANGEESEMEFHT. £, BRXRHCKEHARE, UHAE. &
REOEHRHEMER, UHSENAR. AL SE, @8 TFit.

HERERT R, —EERIXRAERTEAMAANERMA AR ERER. HRINER
W i, FmEPEZXRAKENER. ERF—MRZNET. BPK—HEATHNNE.




‘REE, BTT, MRERNFF". XBBZT. B
BIRMmEsiE; HTTeP. BEETEOKE: S04
F2 L, WRARE, WANZNEE.

R, SM. 88, MBEIRTHWERR, X6, %
BI.

BROSH, P T2 OREDS. DENDIRBET
ZINLG XA, EENE T LR TZ/MEA, sUggILd
XBRET2DFEWE - BNEBNES, REZZOW0
B, RNITAEH EZNOWE. BSHXIG. KEVREBART
. ORERH, 3EVRBHENCIE. RRVF IR

- RXPMTEIRE T ADMEIRG - XKBEIE, UK
PnE. URITAR.

FIIRINNVFES, FBHIERVEN, SESEXEE FAVIBBA,
oEBX, IBAET, IX-—THEFINSRKID. Ans
12, MiZEF8.

FEENDRSIFAL), HRARDLIIEFMENLTS, T
IBERMNBFIA, EREMNEC, HRBEBURTHRE. B
8, SXNFEE, ERBPIR, FBHNE, WEKIMHX
NN ANERBHE TRIDSLOE L, FEFFHICERE.

When the dawn of civilization first shined over the extended moun-
tains, valleys and rivers of the west, the splendid spectacles had already
been written into the history of Chinese and world civilization.

This is a vast expanse of sky and land, where cattle and sheep graze in the
breeze. This is a place where erected cities, the winding Great Wall and merry

' - songs on the grassland merge into one another.

Civilization was lost, however, when blood, skeletons and broken halberd:
flooded this land.

The interchange of the years has washed away so many old memories; the
dust of the history has buried so many ancient civilizations; thick yellow soil has
covered with dust so many cultures of long histories; and inside the relics of
ancient cities are concealed so many mysteriesO In this west of yellow sand and
wasteland, we can only see strange languages and customs of minorities, we can
only seereligions distributed in the remote world and the relics of ancient castles,
and we can only see smashed feats of ancient emperors and kings and broken
lines from poets of Han and Tang DynastiesO The lostcivilization makes us medi-
tate and feel heavy.

The history of the west tells us that how vast and boundless the world is!
‘Whether our ancestors or we ourselves have not yet thoroughly understood it.
Today the lost civilization of the west will surely realize the great rejuvenation.
However, we can only firmly grasp the future on the basis of understanding the
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This series of photo books,consisting of four volumes: “The Landscape of
West China” , “The Historical Sites and Relics” , “The Masterpieces of The
Mature” and “The Lost Civilizations” , unfolds a collection of photos and de-
scriptions of West China by two Chinese photographers who live in Northwest
China for a long time.They present a true West China to the readers,including
Gansu Province,Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,Qinghai Province,Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region and the areas that are adjacent to them and share the
similar landforms with them, such as Tibet, the Western part of Inner Mongolia,
the Northern part of Sichuan. The Series does not include photos of Shanixi Prov-
ince, for there are bulks of publications, including photo books, about its splen-
did history, culture and tourist resources that have been well known to the coun-
try and the world. It is my sincere hope that those who read the series and appre-
ciate the photos will enjoy their discoveries of the unique land and fasci
ing history of West China, and will devote whatever they can to the development
of this part of China,which is going on now.
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As far back to 2" Century B.C., the Silk Road opened by our ancestors already extended thousands of miles. From the Valley of Wei River, the
road ran through Asia, connected Asia, Africa and Europe, and connected the northwest border areas with the inland areas politically, economically
and culturally. As the history book has it, as early as 139B.C, when Zhang Qian went to the West Regions as an envoy, the minorities of Chinas
northeast border had already moved from east to west ,which had contributed a lot to the opening of the Silk Road, Before the Qin and Han
Dynasties, silk produced in Inland China had already been sold to foreign countries.

The opening of the Silk Road created favorable conditions for the Han Dynasty to establish its administration system in the Western Region.
Prefectures, such as Wuwei, Jiuquan, Zhangye and Dunhuang, were established in Hexi Corridor, and then other institutions were set up consecutively
to protect the Silk Road, which made the Silk Road enter into a new prosperity.

Juyan once was an important military base of the Han Dynasty to guard against the Huns and protect the Silk Road, and was also one of the then
base camp for developing the Northwest by people, Many ancient cities with unique glamour, such as Heichengzi, Pochengzi and Hongchengzi
constituted a part of the splendid Juyan Culture. But now the once famous Juyan Lake dried, and in the yellow sand only the relics of the ancient
cities are telling old stories in chilly wind.

In Hexi Corridor, snow water from Qilian Mountains has nurtured oases. As early as the periods of Yao and Shun of ancient times, it was a rich
place suitable for either grazing or living. In the Han Dynasty, after many times of large scale migration, it became an important farming area. The
civilizations of Inland China and the Western Regions converged in ancient cities, like ancient Heishui Kingdom, Camel City, Shouchang City,
Suoyang City, ShibaoCity, Shanma City, Shazhou City and Qiawan City, etc., and radiated to the surrounding grassland, Gobi-deserts. Merchants
and travelers came and went.

Along the Silk Road there were 36 kingdoms in the Western Regions, all of which created their own splendid civilizations, in the course of
economic, cultural exchanges with Inland China. Wherever there were rivers, there were prosperous cities , such as Gaochang, Jiaohe and Niya,
etc.. Today, they have already sunk into the dust of history. Loulan, once a famous kingdom, was a barren land after the 4* Century A.D.

The Silk Road was the link of the East and West as well as the cradle of ancient ethnic groups along the Road in ancient times, it was the road
of religious pilgrimage, and it was the migration road as well as the road of blending nomadic and farming ways of life. These declined cities are
the testimony of the history.

So many centuries passed by and it still stands against time ,wind and rain it stands firm and erect under the sky, into the clouds and reaching
the sea. This is the Great Wall.

The construction history of the Great Wall dates back to the period of Warring States and Emperor Shihuang of the Qing Dynasty. At that time
,the Grreat Wall was already more than ten thousand li long. However it is in the Han and Ming Dynasties that large-scale constructions of the Great
Wall were launched on the western section.

As The Account of Dawan , The Book of History in the West Han Dynasty recorded, the Great Wall from Lingju (now Yongdeng, Gansu)to
Jiuquan was constructed to protect the Silk Road.This was the first time in the history that the Hexi Great Wall had been constructed. In 101 B.C.
Pavilion blockages ranged from Yumen to Yunze (Lop Nor).Until that time the Hexi Great Wall of more than two thousand li long had been
completed, which extended from Gansu to Xinjiang.

The Great Wall in the Ming Dynasty was a huge project. It took more than 230 years. There were 18 times of construction and the length was
about 6,000 km. The architectural art was obvious with many walls built on the peaks and a clear silhouette along the winding ridges of the
mountains. Along the Great Wall numerous strong watch platforms were built, echoing the beacon-fire platforms on the lofty ridges and to wering
mountains. Thus the monotony of the Walls was broken, and the rising and falling mountain ranges were more magnificent. In the Western part,
Jiayu Pass is the representative of the Great Wall built in the Ming Dynasty. It is famous for its meticulous and huge military defense system as
well as its imposing grandeur.

In the course of history, some splendid civilizations vanished because of natural and human factors. On the silent Wasteland, in the barren
desert, on the uninhabited Gobi, many ancient castles are bathed in the glow of the sunset, looking magic and solemn. When we look back at their
figures admirably and deplorably, we find that at the back of the lost civilization, it is a kind of profound enlightenment and a kind of inspiring
strength.
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Hongchengzi is a town of the Juyan border, which is 28 ki
of Ejinaqidalaikubu County of Inner Mongolia. Steps were
inside the town, which has already been worn out because of ¢
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Heichengzi. the famous town of the Western Xia regime, is 25 kilometers to the southeast of
Ejinaqidalaikubu County of Inner Mongolia. It is the major arca of so-called Juyan in the Han Dynasty as
well as one of the well-known reclamations in the border arca. The total arca covers 180.5 km®. A rounded
pointed mosque. which was built with clay. stands in the southwest corner outside the town and on the
northwest corner of the wall. there is a 1.2 m-high overturn-alms-bowl type pagoda that claims the unique
sign of Heicheng. Heicheng lies on the cast bank of Ruo River and it is ruined now because of the cutoff of
the riverflow.
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. as itis called. where the unearthed were a great amount of bamboo scrips
Han D\f is located about 25 kilometers to the south of Ejinaqidalaikubu
i vas mlllmry defensive fortress that was strongly built

£

Nl
g

 displays a gq(ug and Wu ya7 has loam %

5

&

Jﬂijjﬁii;, %E;—E PDF1E U510 : www. ertongbook. com




R 4

MR

i Great Wall B

uins il
\WREIITFHRATEmIE, TP,

T, 812 DI

i EI;—T\LQJ)U

ROZFBRNE 210, RBPHA KRB TS
SELIBNSERANKE. FUSEZREZIE0R. NH/FLE
BAMEY ., RIRINIEHUL, TS AMIE4HE, KD

e, IR TAM), ST MFEIEH TS

EIRESTREZ R
NI AR T, a3
WABEEAR., 820K . SRS Rt

ol
=it

s




m

" W‘*ww

o .
T

oy

Shandan County, lying in the northwest part of Gansu province and the middle part of the Hexi
Corridor, is the a strategie placc on the ancient Silk Road. Great wall of Han Dynasty and Ming Dynasty
in the Shandan County run in parallel or crisscross, displaying a magnificent view. The Han Government
built great walls along both sides of the valley for stationing troops in Xiakou Fortress, Laojun Village
of Shandan County. In Ming Dynasty, large-scale maintenances were undertaken so that this section of
the wall of the two dynastics run in parallel or crisscross in some areas. Many passcs. fortresses and
ancient Great Wall Ruins are found within Shandan County.
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Heishui kingdom are located in the dais area of Heihe delta
17 kilometers away from Zhangye in the southeast. The ruins
for two old town ruins and a great amount of ancient tombs of the Han
and Jin Dynasties. leaving a lot of detailed and accurate documents
about human productitive activities and lives of 4,000 years ago.
crves plentiful items concerning human activities,

Morcover, it pres
political. military. economical and cultural, 2,000 years ago. which
includes old towns of the Han and Tang Dynasty. large-scale historical
remains, ancient temple ruins, complete post stations layout the of Tang
and Ming Dynasties. frescoes and cultivated lands of the Ming Dynasty.
ete.. The Ruins of Heishui kingdom possess abundant cultural heritages

and the scenery, beautiful and distinctive.
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Camel Town lies among the dunes, 20 kilometers away to the
southeast of Chengguan town, Gaotai County. The Front Li lang
Dynasty est: ablished Kang Prefecture here and in the Later Liz ang
Dynasty, Dua nye, the prdmuu chief, founded the Northern Liang

p()llll\.d| power here in 397A.D. The large-scale ruins have a tot al
area of 3 km’, including outer walls, pd]du,\ and a imperial town.
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Lucaojing Fortress lies in'a Gobi arca, over 60 kilometers away From Jiuquan. Itis a
" fairly protected old fortress, 80 meters long and 50 meters wide. According to the
_documents, here was the strategic fortress in the Ming Dynasty and hundreds of soldiers

were stationed here. Thousands mu of cultivated land spread around the fortress and

were moistened by the snow water flom Qilian Mountains,
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