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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Helen Keller was bon in Tuscombia, Alabama in June
of 1880. At the age of nineteen months she lost her sight
and hearing due to a tragic illness. When Helen was six
years old her parents hired Miss Anne Sullivan {later Mrs.
John Macy) to be her teacher. Miss Sullivan, partially
blind herself, was a graduate of the Perkins Institute for
the Blind in Boston, Massachusetts.

After being with her teacher for just a month, Helen
acquired the gift of language. Through the combined ef-
forts of Miss Sullivan, the Horace Mann School for the
Deaf in Boston, and the Wright-Humason Oral School in
New York, Miss Keller learned how to read, write, and
talk. She was an excellent student all through her school
years and graduated cum laude from Radcliffe College in
1904.

The life of Helen Keller is most extraordinary and shows
how she prevailed against almost insuperable odds. In
1902, Miss Keller wrote The Story of My Life in which
she describes the results of modern methods for educating
handicapped people.
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The Story of My Life

This is a true story of a blind and deaf girl who learned to speak her
thoughts and became famous throughout the world. But first th%r,'e
was the long struggle to break through the darkness and silence that
surrounded her.




POCKET CLASSICS

| was born in 1880 in alittle town
in northern Alabama.

Congratulations, Mr.
Keller! It's a girl!

When | was six months old. . . .

| was the first baby in the family
and was made much of.

No, more

| think she Y
like you!

looks like you.

! learned other words, too. . . .

|
Doy } Her first
= ' words. . . .

an
@ That's how
she says water!

I
Wah-wah! -




| walked the day | was a year old.

Then, in February, came a
strange illness.

| believe she has
a fever of the
stomach and

The Story of My Life

That summer and fall | was a
happy child. 5

See the pretty
roses, Helen!

| must tell you
...l do not
think she can

live. X




POCKET CLASSICS

Her fever is gone!
Her temperature is
back to normal!

No one knew yet that | would But that illness left me surrounded
never see or hear again. by darkness and silence.
_ Thank :
The worst is God!
over! She’ll 7
be better in
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The Story of My Life

For the first few months | stayed close to my mother.
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POCKET CLASSICS

1 eegan to make signs. A nod for
“Yes”, . ..

A shake of the head r “No”. ...

| guess she
doesn’t want
her doll now. )

Helen wants to
go for a walk.




The Story of My Life

| learned other signs, too. . . . [ understood many things. | knew
S from my mother’s clothes when
What does She's imitating she was going out.
that mean? cutting slices— oA
she wants a
piece of bread.

Then | noticed that other people did not make signs. They talked
with their mouths. | touched their lips. . . . ’

7 | wonder what she thinks It's hard
/ when she touches our
lips like that.

Gl }f
e
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POCKET CLASSICS

I moved my lips and wildly waved Angry, | kicked and screamed

my arms—with no results. until |was so tired | couldn’t move.
o l |
S
1 “' S ——
X —
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G
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What on s
earth is she
trying todo?

As | grew older, | burst out more  Not that | was always angry. |
and more often. -spent many happy hours helping
N - our cook in the kitchen.
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