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Foreword

Nonnative speakers of English can reach a pointin
their knowledge of the language where they feel comfort-
able with standard literary speech; however, they're li-
able to find themselves in hot water when confronted
with idiematic expressions. When hearing an idiom or
colloguialism they may feel frustrated and confused,
since the true meaning of the idiom generally cannot be
determined by a knowledge of its component parts. In
many cases an attempt on the part of the learner to tie
down a definition of an idiem that would work in all in-
stances is a futileundertaking.

When used by native speakers, idioms sound natural
and fit the occasion, since Americans instinctively feel
the imagery and impact of what they are saying. A non-
native speaker of English, on the other hand, may know
the basic meaning of such expressions as "1 gave 1t my
best shot” or “dressed to kill,” but still not be able to
use them appropriatety For example, if at a formal gath-
ering an American says to the wife of a forei1gn diplomat
that her gown is elegant, or that she looks lovely, andin
appreciation for the compliment her answer is, "Thank
you, I gave it my best shot!” or “Thanks, I dressed to
killl”, the chances are that the American would be
trying his hardest to hold back peals of laughter. Even
with a fairly accurate idea of the meaning of an idio-
matic expression, the nonnative lacks the intuitive feel
for its impact or for the “picture' it creates.

American English Idioms is designed to help
bridge the gap between "meaning” and “thrust” of
American colloquialisms by previding a situation and a
graphic illustration of that situation, so that the im-
agery created by the expression can be felt, rather than
simply learned as a stock definition.

The book is divided into nine sections. The title of
each section reflects a notion or a manifestation of the
physical world, the world of behavior, or the world of
the senses with which the reader may easily identify.



It is hoped that the natural tone of the language of
the situations in which the idiom is presented will help
to convey the feeling of the idiom and the circumstances
under which it may be used. The illustrations graphi-
cally depicting the meaning of the components of the
expressions not only add an element of humor, but also
serve to highlight the contrast between the literal and
actual meaning of the idioms as presented in the text.

An index is included to facilitate recall and location of
the expressions.

American English Idioms is intended primarily
for all students of English. Nevertheless, because of the
graphic humor of the idioms in caricature, native
speakers of English will also find the book refreshingly
entertaining.
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Smell a Rat

(feel that something is wrong)
BEARER $HARAEY

How come the front door is open? Didn't you close it be-
fore we went shopping?

I'm sure I did. I can't understand it.

Frankly, I smell arat.

Me, too.I'm convinced that something is definitely
wrong here.

We'd better call the police.
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(become run-down)
EIE

Have you geen their house lately? It's really gone to the
dogs.

It's true that it has become run-down and in serious
need of repair, but I'm sure that it can be fixed up
to look like new.

I guess with a little carpentry work and some paint it
could look pretty decent.



(strange and suspicious)
Fir ks

When the security guard saw a light in the store after
closing hours, it seemed to him that there was some-

thing fishy going on. He called the central office and
explained to his superior that he thought something

strange and suspicious was occurring.



Take It on
the Lamb

(flee in a hurry)
. 1C 3 50,

Poor Rich has always had his prallems with the police.
When he found out that they were after him again, he
had to take it on the lamb. In order to avoid being
caught and thrown in jail, he was forced to fleein a
great hurry.
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Horse of a
Different
Color

%
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(quite a different matter)
XAX RGOS

Ericlikes to play jokes on his friends, but he makes sure
that nobody is hurt by any of his pranks. A prank that
hurts someone is a horse of a different color! Being
playful is one thing, but hurting someone by one's
prank is guite a different matter.



Let the Cat
Out of
the Bag

(inform beforehand)
FLARARE; AHELE

Bob was going to retire from teaching in June, and the
foreign language department was planning on present-
ing him with some luggage at his retirement dinner. He
wasn't supposed to know about it, but someone let the
cat out of the bag. At the dinner Bob acted surprised,
even though someone had told him what he was get-
ting before the official presentation.
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(uninteresting and meaningless)

They went to a poetry reading, but they got bored and
restless. As far as they were concerned, it was for
the birds! They left during an intermission because
they found the reading totally uninteresting and
meaningless.



Straight
From the
Horse’s Mouth

NUMBEE

TWO INTHE

5R9 RACE.

< ....._3:)
(Irom a reliabla source)

HERBTH

How did you find out that Jill was engaged?

I gotthe information from a very reliable source.

You mean Jill told you so herself?

That's right. I got it straight from the horse’'s
mouth!
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Horse Around

(play around) i %

Did you hear about Dave's back injury?

No. How did he get hurt?

Well, after the coach left the gym he decided to stay and
horse around on the parallel bars. He somehow lost
his grip and fell on his back.

That’s too bad, but he shouldn't have been aimlessly
playing around on the equipment without proper
supervision.
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Cat Got
Your Tongue?

(can’t talk?)
RBAE 2o T

Come on, Connie! Tell us what you think about cur little
ride down the rapids yesterday.

Well,uh...

Wasn't it exciting?

I,uh...

What's the matter? Cat got your tongue?

If you must know, I'm keeping quiet because I was
scared out of my wits!

12



