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Publisher’s Remarks

The project of compiling the Selected Papers of Professor Jingrun
Chen started in August 1996. Main works, 25 in number, of Professor
Jingrun Chen, member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, are arranged
in publication time order. Paper No. 20 has Professor Pan Chengdong as
its coauthor, and papers No. 22, 23, 24 have Professor Wang Tianze as their
coauthor, and paper No. 25 has Professor Liu Jianmin as its coauthor. All
papers in this book were carefully checked against the original texts while
some non-crucial misprints were neglected.

Professor Wang Yuan of the Institute of Mathematics of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Professor Pan Chengdong of Shandong Univer-
sity, two members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, took charge of the
project. We mourn with deep grief for the death of Pan Chengdong in
December 27. 1997, unable to view the publication of the book.

Jiangxi Education Press
Yebruary 1998
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Preface

We got to know Jingrun in 1956. Wang Yuan graduated from Zhejiang
University in 1952 and went to the Institute of Mathematics of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences at once, and learned number theory from Professor
L.K. Hua. Chengdong graduated from Peking University in 1936. As a stu-
dent, he attended the seminar of number theory led by Professor Min Sihe.
After graduation he became a postgraduate and continued to research on
number theory. Jingrun graduated from Xiamen University in 1953. He
was very much appreciated by Professor L.K.Hua because of his contribu-
tion to Tarry problem. He was invited to attend the National Conference
on Mathematical Treatises held in Beijing in August 1956. We knew each
other at that time.

We three started in the research of analytic number theory almost
at the same time. We had often discussed and compared notes together
and greatly supported each other for 40 years. We improved sieve method
and Goldbach conjecture one after another and made contribution to the
mathematical research in China.

Jingrun was delicate in health since he was a child. He worked ex-
tremely hard, lived a too simple life and his health broke down from con-
stant overwork . In his later years he suffered from Parkinson’s disease and
spent ten years in hospital. Jingrun, with an indomitable will, still did his
research work and instructed postgraduates in hospital untill the end of his
life.

At the invitation of Jiangxi Education Press, we compiled the present
“Selected Papers”, which contain main treatises of Jingrun in diffrent pe-
riods, including a brief account of Jingrun’s life and work composed by
us.

We got support from the Institute of Mathematics of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, from the relatives of Jingrun, especially from Madam
You Kun, from Jiangxi Education Press in the publication of the “Se-
lected Papers”. During the process of composing the “Selected Papers”,
Professors Pan Chengbiao, Lu Zhujia, Zhang Mingyao, Wang Tianze, Jia
Chaohua took part in the arduous task of searching, selecting, translating
and proving the “Selected Papers”. In the process of the publication, we
also got assistance from Mr. Zhou Rongfang, Mr. Huang Mingyu, Mr. Shi
Yongchao, Mrs. Wang Tin and Mrs. Shao Xin. We would like to express
our heartfelt thanks to all of them.

Wang Yuan, Pan Chengdong
December 1996
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