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Bomn in Moscow, Russia, in 1821, Fyodor Dastoyevsky
led a very unsettled life. When his mother died, his father
sent Fyodor and his brother Michail to an army engineering
school. But Fyodor did not like engineering, and he turned
instead to art and literature.

At the age of twenty-five, Dostoyevsky published his
first novel, Poor Folk. This immediately made him famous,
and he became the darling of Russia. But during this time
he had also joined a group of revolutionaries who were
caught and sent to prisun in Siberia. After four years at
hard labor and several more yearsin the army, Dostoyevsky
had plenty of material to use for future novels.

Among Dostoycvsky's greatest works are Crime and
Punishment, The Idiot, The Possessed, and The Brothers
Karamazov. Although these and other nobels brought him
wealth, he could never manage to enjoy it. He was a
gambler, a troublemaker, a man who always acted before
he thought, yet he was also a loving father and brother, and
a very gencrous person, His health had never been good,
however, so that hetween his sickness and his difficult life,
he seemed to grow old very quickly. Dostoyevsky died in
1881 at the age of sixty. He is known as one of Russia’s

greatest writers. ) /
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Crime and Punishment
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B Raskolnikov was
LY a handsome

B young man who

I8 /ived in Russia.
R He was also
E :| 1 very poor.
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. Could | reaily do such a thing?
- No, it's crazy! Still, it could

< - _. beagreat plan to prove that

| am smarter than most men.
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Raskolnikov

walked to a large
building. It wasa Y
busy place, filled
with working

Raskolnikov did not like meet-
ing people. The dark stairs

ere no one could see him
made him feel safer. Still, he
was shaking as he went up to
the next floor.

If I'm scared :
now, what O
would it be
like if | really
came here to
doit?

On the fourth floor, some men
were moving furniture from an
apartment.

— —(— A
Good! That means”—a ™ ¥
no one will be .
living under the

old woman's 1
place.
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Raskolnikov went to the fifth
floor and rang the doarbell.
The old woman opened the
door just a little bit.

It's Raskolnikov,
the student. |
gave you a silver
ring last month,
and you lent me
some money.

=

The inside of the
Y house was very
A clean.

N

A
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| guess the old
woman'’s step-
sister, Lizaveta,
was here.

The old woman looked at him
far a while, and then she
opened the door.

Your time ran out
yesterday, but
come in if you
have more busi-
ness for me.

L
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|'ve brought
you a silver
watch. Please

hold my ring.
e ohtting 1 will do whatever

"1l i
tom?mer;rg . | want with that
soon. ring. Your time
\wvas up yesterday.
Let me see this
watch.
What? It was my
) father's watch.
Il give you a It's worth at least
"h“‘?f‘! and a four rubles!

One ruble and L
fifty kopeks.

T?ke it or leave
it!
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But this is. only
one ruble and
fitteen kopeks!

That's right.
You owe me
twenty kopeks
interest on
our ring, and
ifteen kopeks
for the watch.

So, she keeps her
keys in her pocket!
That brass one
must unlock a
| trunk.

] | was just won- Y Lﬁ/’ﬂ

Viel:vbewgll.li dering. Good T
oo When What busi- day, Alyona %

lvanovna.

will your ness is that
sister be here? of yours?

11
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Raskolnikov ran down the
street.

How could |
have had such
aterrible idea?

drank it quickly
and felt much

= J‘ May | talk with you?

AE e TG p -
He asked for % ™y
)

Raskolnikov stopped walking
near a tavern. He had never
gone into one before, but he
was very thirsty. Without
thinking, he ran down the
steps.

_-| 1 would have never
guessed that you were
a man who likes to

— % d}i
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| was a student, but
now | am too poor  School. Well,

to pay for schooi.  itis not bad There are times when | don’t
— - know what will happen to me.

to be poor,
and it is not
good to be
drunk! My
name is
Marmeladov.

| wanted work, but My beautiful And | must drink,
| couldn’t find a daughter, Sonyal because | cannot
job. 've seen my She must work help her. Every
family go without hard so that the man must have
food! I've watched family can eat. somewhere to

— R

my daughter work
in the streets to
make money.

e

turn!
LIALS




POCKET CLASSICS

[ Raskolnikov wanted to leave
Let's go | too. They walked toward
It's time |Marmeladov’s house.

for me to

Then Marme-
ladov stood up.

— SR S—
I1t’s not far.
There's the

helped him up
the stairs to a

So you're drunk
again! The chil-
dren are hungry!
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And you, were you
drinking with him?
Go away!

What a stupid thing
I've done. At least
they have Sonya,
Now | may not
have any food.

.
L
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@\ but now Raskolnikov
A was almost without

15
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B nasirkov went Wg, |'ve brought you a The police?
back to his room. |, cup of tea and some

0 e o0 MY/ bad news. The land- 7, | do?

\: A e Jl / \ady wants to tell i A
v *,;";,yf.',“,,’f,’,’g { the police about you! rZ\ ——

 Nastasya, woke o

You don't pag 1'll go and talk
your rent, an to her today.
you won't leave. r

Oh, and this
letter from
your mother
céame yester-

Give it to me
and leave me
alone,




