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ABSTRACT

A comparison in the ideological education between
PLA and the US army is a new subject in the political and
ideological education study. The . paper makes a
systematic comparison between PLA and the US army in
their ideological education. The paper has three main
parts. In the first part, the author has analyzed the
similarities and differences between China and the US in
their traditional cultural basis of ideological education, as
well as in their natures of ideological education. In the
second part, the author has compared PLA with the US
army in the main elements of ideological education, such
as its position, function, content, structural system,
ways and means. In the third part, the author has drawn
the conclusion and inspiration from the comparison.

The ideological educations both in PLLA and the US
army concern the respective traditional culture. Taking
servicemen as the first in the PLA’s ideological education
means taking the servicemen collectively as the first, and

taking the servicemen as the first in the US army’s
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ideological education means taking the individual
serviceman as the first. The PLA’ s ideological education
emphasizes the human relations, and the US army’s
ideological education emphasizes rules and regulations.
The PLA’ s ideological education features the inculcation
of the idea of active defense, and the US army’s
ideological education features the inculcation of offensive
1dea.

The army ideological educations both in PLA and the
US army have political , military and cultural natures. In
the military and cultural natures, the PLA’s ideological
education has more similarities with the US army’s,
because that there are general laws in war and army
construction. In the political nature, the PLA’s
ideological education has more differences from the US
army’s because that the army ideological education is
always serving for a certain class. The PLA’s ideological
education attaches more importance to the political
function of ideological education, and the US army’s
ideological education attaches more importance to the
military and cultural function of ideological education.

The army ideological education both in PLA and the
US army considers the ideological education a basis in the
army construction; attaches importance to the function of

controlling army; to the function of uniting army, civil



e H o

men and country; to the function of providing motive
forces for the generation of high combat effectiveness.
The PLA’s ideological education has different position,

effects and functional mechanism from those in the US

army ideological education.
The contents of ideological education both in PLA

and the US army are with characteristic of centralization.
According to the degree of importance of contents to war
and nature of army, political education is centered in
contents, and the other educations such as education of
national sense, ethic education, army traditional
education, education of just war, law education, art
education, psychological education, education on current
affairs are placed around the political education. Each
education has 1its own function. All the education
permeate. and benefit each other. The PLA’s ideological
education attaches importance to the theoretical
education, and the US army’s ideological education
attaches importance to the popularities for its contents.
The contents of PLA’s ideological education reflect the
politics of the Chinese Communist Party directly, and the
contents of US army’s ideological education reflect the
politics of party in power indirectly. The PLA’s
ideological education attaches more importance to the

truth in its contents, and the US army’s ideological
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education possesses some fictitiousness in its contents.

The characteristics of structural system of ideological
education in both armies and their differences have been
studied. The structural system of ideological education in
both armies are established by the national political
system, the contents of ideological education and the
respective army development process, therefore, the
structural system of army ideological education is of
flexibility , stability, and inevitability. There are a higher
degree, bigger structure, and more educators in the
structure of the PLA’s ideological education, and there
are lower degree, smaller structure and less educators in
the structure of the US army’s ideological education. The
structural system of 1ideological education in PLA is
composed of specialized units, and the structural system
of ideological education in the US army is composed of
composite units. The educators engaged in PLA’s
ideological education feature a higher political quality,
and the educators engaged in the US army’s ideological
education feature the higher scientific and cultural
knowledge.

The ways and means of PLA’s ideological education
are different in six aspects from those of the US army.
The PLA’s ideological education attaches more

importance to the direct education, 'and the US army’s
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ideological education attaches more importance to the
indirect education. The PLA’s ideological education
attaches more importance to spiritual encouragement and
rewards, and the US afmy’s ideological education
attaches more importance to material encouragement and
rewards towards the servicemen. The PLA’s ideological
education attaches more importance to the education
within the army, and the US army’s ideological education
attaches more importance to the education within the
whole society. The PLA’s ideological education attaches
more importance to the traditional ways and means in
ideological education, and the US army’s ideological
education attaches more importance to the modern ways
and means. The PLA’s ideological education attaches
more importance to the ideological guide, and the US
army ideological education attaches more importance to
the psychological training. The PLA’s ideological
education attaches more importance to " the soft
education” by enlightening servicemen, and the US
army’s ideological education attaches more importance to
" the hard education” by enforcing laws and disciplines.
Some conclusions and inspirations have been drawn .
Firstly, the PLA’s ideological education possesses

some advantages that shouldn’t be improperly belittled by

us.
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Secondly, it is the only way to improve the cost —
effect 1n i1deological education by educating the servicemen
scientifically and practically. The position and function of
ideological education should be estimated scientifically;
the purpose of ideological education should be determined
dialectically and comprehensively; the contents of
ideological education should be set up practically and
concretely; the ways and means of ideological education
should be used flexibly, Thirdly, the inevitable trend in
the development of ideological education will be the
generation of overall model of ideological education. The
servicemen should be considered the most important, and
their comprehensive quality should be improved; the
ideological education should be more knowledge —
oriented; the permeable mechanism for ideological
education should be established; comprehensive effective
field should be built.

Fourthly, the control over the international public
opinion is the new problem for army ideological education
to face up to. The control over the international public
opinion is the inevitable result of information world —
wide spreading and economic globalization. The PLA
should pay more attention to the study of international
public opinion, and try to find out the characteristics and

regularities that the international opinion affects the
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servicemen. The international public opinion should be
taken as the important contents in ideological education.
The international public opinion on an emergent incident
should be supervised and controlled. The education of
international public opinion should be taken into the
Regulations Regarding Political Work of PLA.

Fifthly, balancing material benefits and spiritual
benefits scientifically is the frequent task in the
ideological education. Guiding servicemen’s way of
thinking by using their interests should take the good
practical effect as its standard. In the work of
encouragements and rewards towards servicemen,
material benefits and spiritual benefits should be balanced
scientifically.

Lastly, drawing lessons and absorbing experiences
from other armies all over the world in the international
exchange is an important way for ideological education
innovation. Drawing lessons and absorbing experiences
from other armies all over the world is the international
trends in the information society. International exchange
in army ideological education is beneficial to the
understanding of ideological education law. Drawing
lessons and absorbing experiences from other armies all
over the world is the objective requirement for the PLA’s

ideological education. Drawing lessons and absorbing
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experiences from other armies all over the world need
active and safe, keeping a foothold on existing reality,
and keeping our eyes on the reform and innovation in

army ideological education.
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