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FORWARD

Since the publication of an Handbook of Foreign Aircraft(by the Knowledge Press) in 1982,
in which 236 models of aircraft in 12 categories were covered, great changes have taken place
with the rapid progress in world aircraft industry as well as the R&D in aeronautics. Some obsolete
aircraft have been phased out, some brand new aircraft with better performance developed and
most operational aircraft had their new derivatives. Therefore, a new reference book covering the
up-to-date information on modern aircraft are generally required.

In the 1982 edition of the Handbook the military aircraft were highlighted. With the carrying
out of reform and open policies and rapid economical growth in our country people are expecting
to know about not only military aircraft put also civil airplanes. In. addition to the trunk airliners,
to learn the commuter, general aviation and agriculture airplanes is also desirable.

Therefore, a comprehensive aircraft handbook has become a necessity.

China is a country with a moderate aircraft industry and aeronautical R&D team. Numerous
military aircraft with high performance and some civil aircraft in différent categories have been
developed and produced in past 30 years and more. People are interested in learning the
development of the aircraft in our country.

With these reader’'s requirements in mind the Edition Department of the Handbook has
decided to prepare a more comprehensive and updated handbook with the name of World’s Aircraft
Handbook in view of the fact that more than 30 models of Chinese aircraft in different categories
are included.

This book covers 460 models of aircraft which are in operation or under develpoment in 19
catgories, i.e, fighter, attack aircraft, bomber, earlywarning aircraft, anti-submarine aircraft, elec-
tronic countermeasures aircraft, reconnaissance aircraft, trainer, military transport, trunk airliner,
commuter airliner,agriculture airplane, general aviation airplane,helicopter,demonstrator aircraft,
aerospace aircraft, Microlight, sailplane and airship. The information has been doubled by the
addition of the aircraft and derivatives developed since 1981, some trunk airliners, commuter
airliners, trainers, agriculture airplanes and RPVs excluded from the 1982 edition, as well as
general aviation airplanes, aerospace aircraft, microlights, sailplanes and airships.

The description of most aircraft are divided into three parts: General, Design Features and
Technical Data. The application of the aircraft, the background, requirements and process of

development, as well as the derivatives, production, Customers, development cost and unit price of
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the aircraft are presented in General. In the section of Design Features introduction are given to
the configuration, layout, structure and material, landing gear, power plant, system, avionics, and
armament, The Technical Data section gives external and internal dimensions, weight and
performance. Some data are also presented for reference afthough they are not considered to be
valid. Some aircraft which are either outdated or short of information are only presented in briefing.
For most aircraft the description is accompanied with a photograph and a three-view drawing.

The legal metrology specified recently by China is used for measuring weight,dimension, force,
pressure, power and voltage,etc. in this book, but some figures in the units traditionally used in
China are also showed inside parenthesises.

The contents in the front are listed in order of aircraft categories and manufacturer’s countries
in alphabatic order.

Listed at the back are technical data of aero-engines, air-to-air missiles, air-to-ground missiles,
airborne radars and aircraft carriers, the reference tables for names or nick names of aircraft and
missiles in original language and in Chinese, aircraft of world’s air forces, and index in Latin.

The book cou;d be used as a reference to learn the general, design features and technical data
of covered aircraft and their state of the art for those working in the fields of R&D, manufacture,
and education in aircraft industry and for customers. It is also expected to be useful for aviation
enthusiasts who would like to enrich their knowledge in aeronautics.

This book is planned to be updated at intervals.

We will appreciate critisms to and suggestions for corrections of mistakes and improper

presentations which may exist because of our limited knowledge.

Editor
June,1988.
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