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Claire Chennault was a famous USAF general during the World War II. In

1937. Claire Chennault came to China by request of Song Meiling (wife of
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and achieved glorious victory. The Flying Tigers gained considerable fame for

a time and Claire Chennault became a legendary hero.
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The Founder and Commander
of Flying Tigers, Claire GChennauit
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Claire L. Chennault was born in Commerce, Texas, on
September 6, 1890. His father farmed cotton. In his early years,
Chennault matriculated at Louisiana State University,
specializing in agriculture and then studied in the State Normal
School.

primary school. And he got married soon. In 1917, he was

After graduation, he worked as a headmaster of a

drafted into army and received military training in a military
academy in Indiana, and then working as signalman. Later, he
became an officer and received lieutenant's bars when the
World War I ended. The role of aircraft in war attracted military
world's high attention and every nation was developing
aviation, especially military aviation. Chennault who loved
flying and dedicated himself to aviation took advantage of his
good relations with some flight instructor to study bootleg
flying lessons. After a period of study, he mastered the skill of
how to fly the plane, "Jonny". At that time, every nation was
laying emphasis on the development of military aviation and
aviators were in urgent need. Because of his mastery of basic
flying technique, Chennault was assigned to the 46th fighter
squadron of US Army Air Corps as a pilot, and then promoted to
deputy commander of the squadron.

In August, 1921, he received regular training and began to
study and made research on the air combat tactics. Owning to
his hard study and more skillful flight,
superlative pilot, and in time he was assigned to Hawaii as

Chennault became a

commander of the 19th Fighter (Pursuit) Squadron. After
analytical research on air combat tactics, Chennault thought
that the air combat tactics for single plane applied in World War

I had insufficient combat capability and was vulnerable to
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attack because they lacked integration and synchronization. He
advanced the air combat theories of double-plane formation
and triple-plane formation. He thought that coordinated two-
ship attack was available. A wing plane could cover a lead
plane in favorable attack position to make concentrated-
attention attack on adversary planes, and vice versus, which
contributed to the hit probability. In the triple-plane formation,
two planes could engage in attack with the high-level cover of
the third plane. Chennault thought that three planes could
exceed 6 planes that were separated and fought individually
after the application of the tactics of triple-plane formation.

In April, 1929, Claire Chennault was assigned to Brookes
base as flight director, promoted to Captain. In order to verify
the air combat theories of double-plane formation and triple-
plane formation, Chennault organized trial flights. However,
the pilots who had been used to the freedom of individual air
combat was not accustomed to the strict formation combat, so
the initial trial flight resulted in collision. His theory did not
attract attention, and even worse, was mocked by some old
pilots. Even then he was not downhearted but continued his
research on tactics of air combat. He flew many formations for
simulated air combat together with his comrades, other two
pilots and achieved a better result. He read many books and
materials, calculated various fight data, and finally wrote a new
textbook of aerial combat tactics for combat teamwork of
double-plane and triple-plane formations. He thought that the
difference in the number of firepower of opposing sides was the
square of the difference of fire weapons. Therefore, if a double-
plane formation made a coordinated attack on a single
adversary plane, the given superiority ratio is 4:1 instead of 2:1.
Claire Chennault paid great attention to the importance of
combat teamwork of double-plane and triple-plane formations.
In order to perfect pilots’ act in the air, he let three planes fly
tied together with 65 meters lengths of control cable  taking
off, and landing with the tethers intact and it seemed as if the
three planes were activated by a single mind. But Chennault's
superiors regarded their performance as "Aerobatic Show" and
didn't think the tactics of the formations would be effective in

real war.

Claire L. Chennault, the founder of American Volunteer Group
(Flying Tigers), was a prestigious and competent com-

mander.And his associates often called him "Oldman".
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On April 30, 1937, he retired from the U.S. Army Air Corps
at age of 47. After his retirement, he lived in a country villa near
Lake St.
research on aerial combat tactics for double-plane and triple-

John in Waterproof, Louisiana and continued his

plane formations. His two assistants, Williamson and
McDonald went to China as flight instructor after their
When

Government intended to invite an air advisor for Aeronautical

retirement. they were informed that Chinese
Commission (the highest authority of Chinese Air Force), they
recommended Claire Chennault to the government and made
many telephone calls to Chennault to persuade him to show his
talent in China.

In June, 1937, Claire L. Chennault accepted the offer to
work as an advisor to Aviation Commission in China. His
primary mission was to help China to establish a combat-
capable Air Force. After a survey, Chennault thought Chinese
Air Force (CAF) lacked aircraft and the aircraft that could be
used for real war were no more than 100, and some of them
the CAF's airmen

were war-vintage machines. Moreover,
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Claire Chennault (middle) having picture taken with his two assistants William McDonald (left) and John Williamson (right) in front

of Boeing P-12E plane after the flight of double-plane and triple-plane formations.
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lacked training, especially the tactical training. Just because of

the shortage and the old of aircraft equipment, some pilots died
of crash-land in initial training phase. Chennault thought that it
was essential to import high-performance aircraft and
strengthen the pilots' flight and tactical training for the
development of CAF.

In July, 1937, the Anti-Japanese War broke out. The U.S.
and U.K. did not want to export aircraft to China. CAF was
forced into passive condition because of the non-replenishment
of battle-damaged aircraft. The JAF (JAF) equipped with new
type of aircraft gained prominent superiority. In the initial
period of the war, the whole CAF was nearly drowned. Under
that difficult condition, CAF received aids from Soviet Union
and began to live up in every battlefield. After August, 1940,
JAF began to bring in advanced aircraft Zero fighters. The
USSR-made I-15, I-16 fighters used by CAF could not match the
Zero fighters. The Japanese bombers, escorted by Zero fighters,
depth of China

bombardment. China's major cities as Chongging, Chengdu,

often penetrated into the to make
Lanzhou, and some airbases often suffered JAF's attack. In
1941, The USSR was

unable to fend herself and could not provide aircraft to China.

June, Soviet-German war broke out.
So, the Chinese Government could only depend on U. S.
government for the support of a fighter unit and aircraft
equipment to resist JAF. By that time, the relation between U.
S. and Japan had become worse, which provided the Chinese
government an opportunity to seek for aids from U.S.

B&éﬂ#ﬁ%mxﬁn)\%

In 1938, Claire Chennault talking with Italian advisor of CAF
Officer School about the training condition of flying cadets.
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The main fighters used by CAF in August, 1940
194048 A s EZE EEFA M EE K

Polikarpov I-15 fighter: a single-seat plane made by Soviet

Union National Aviation Industrial Company in 1934; length:
6.10m; wingspan: 9.75m; height 2.92m; powered with M25
air-cooled radial engine with 9 cylinders; horsepower: 700;
overall weight: 1370kg; maximum speed: 368km/h; ceiling:
9800m; range: 500km; armament: 4 machineguns.
BRERRIEK 6 S . F’F 1A, 1934 FEARBKEFAE T /A S H)
18, M 610 K BIR 9.75 K H1E 2.92 K, 3 700 T M-25 BY 9 F1 5%
BRI, 81370 T 3e, BAEE 368 FK//\BF, FHAR 9800 X, A1 52
500 F%, Ak 4 HEA40,

Polikarpov I-16 fighter: a single-seat plane made by Soviet

Union National Aviation Industrial Company in 1937: length:
6.07m; wingspan: 9.00m; height: 2.56m; powered with M25
air-cooled radial engine with 9 cylinders; horsepower: 775;
overall weight: 2054kg; maximum speed: 464km/h; ceiling:
9000m; range: 800km; armament: 4 machineguns.
EERRER 16 R . T’R A, 1937 EHBEERME T /A S H
15, A 607 KB 9.00 K. WL\ 256 K, 3 7756 T F] M-25B B 9 F1S
RERR, £F 2054 T3¢, mAEE 464 F-K//\B, FHBR 9000 K, f
2 800 K, RAR 4 EHAE
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Main fighters used by Japanese aggressors in August, 1940
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"Type 97" Nakajima Ki-27b land-based fighter:
plane made by Japan Nakajima Plane Company in 1939;

single-seat

length: 7.53m; wingspan: 11.31m; height: 3.25m; powered
with 9

horsepower: 710; overall weight: 1790kg; maximum speed:

with Nakajima air-cooled engine cylinders;

470km/h; ceiling: 12365m; range: 1710km; armament: two
7.7mm-caliber machineguns, 100kg bombs.

97 R/H 5 Ki-27b it E RS T’ FR 1 A, 1939 EE R AR YA S I,
P 7.53 K BRE 11.31 K M1 3.25 K, 4 710 B 1P HHa-1b B 9 IR

ABRRLEYL, £ 8 1790 T35, BMARE 470 THK//\6F, FHBR 12365 %,
AR 1710 2K, A% 2 8 7.7 FKYLAE 100 F 4.

Japan's Zero fighter is one of the famous fighters in World
War II. Zero means the founding of an empire, and the year 2600
stands for 1940. The principal designer of A6M2 Zero fighter
was Orikoshiziron. His plane is characteristic of high speed
(maximum speed: 534km/h), high ceiling (10,000m), and strong
firepower (two 7.7mm-caliber machineguns and the reformed
one is equipped with two 20mm-caliber cannons). The plane
also has its weakness. In order to reduce weight, the thin armor
plate is used, so its structure is not of sufficient strength to
withstand an attack. Diving performance is bad. The speed of
steep and long-time dive cannot be over 660km/hour; otherwise
the trembles can make the wings broken. The protection plate
is too thin to protect their pilots. The oil tank, not the type of
self-sealing fuel tank, is apt to catch fire once being hit. The
instrument and electiric devices are of poor quality and prone to

accidents.

Mitsubishi A5M4 fighter: a single-seat plane made by Japan
length: 7.56m;
wingspan: 11.00m; height: 3.27m; powered with Nakajima

Mitsubishi Industrial Company in 1939;

air-cooled engine with 9 cylinders; horsepower: 785; overall
weight: 1671kg; maximum speed: 434km/h; ceiling: 9800m,;
range: 1200km; armament: two 7.7mm-caliber machineguns,
60kg bombs.
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